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Michele Kule-Korgood is the founder and managing attorney of Kule-Korgood &
Associates, P.C. Michele has devoted more than twenty-five years, in private practice,
to representing parents of children with disabilities in order to secure an effective
education for their children. While studying psychology as an undergraduate, Michele
became a personal care assistant for a classmate with cerebral palsy. Her classmate’s
refusal to be defined by his disability inspired Michele to pursue a career in teaching
special education. Years later, as a special education teacher, Michele’s efforts to help
a student obtain assistive technology, so he could have a voice in the world, again
changed the course of her life. In order to effect change for a greater number of people,
she decided to attend law school and become a legal advocate on behalf of people with
disabilities. Today, Michele is one of the most well-known, respected attorneys in the
field and has successfully handled thousands of matters in special education, ensuring
that every child receives equal access to the high-quality education to which he or she
is entitled. Her experience working closely with other professionals in the field, as well
as her extensive knowledge of educational programs, allow Michele to assist parents in
finding and accessing appropriate placements and services. As a former special
educator, Michele brings unique insight into the complex issues related to obtaining
effective opportunities for children.
Michele is highly sought after as a speaker on special education law and policy. She
has chaired many conferences, and presented on various topics in special education
law at numerous conferences, including those held by the Council of Parent Attorneys
and Advocates (COPAA), the New York State Bar Association, the Practising Law
Institute, Lehigh University, and at various agencies which provide education and
advocacy services. Michele is a Past Chair of the Council of Parent Attorneys and
Advocates (COPAA) and serves on its Board, and on the board of the Center for
Learning Differences. Michele has argued and presented cases involving novel issues
in the U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, Eastern and Southern District Courts, the Appellate
Division and state Supreme Court (including as lead counsel, along with Greenberg,
Traurig, in the landmark decision of Mr. and Mrs. A v. N.Y. City Dep’t of Educ. (S.D.N.Y.
2011), holding that the exercise of rights under IDEA cannot be made to depend on the
financial means of a disabled child’s parents, and extending the right for direct tuition

payment to schools for parents without economic means, pursuant to the
Burlington/Carter analysis). She has a number of published decisions in various courts
in special education and additional education-related areas of law. Michele earned her
Juris Doctor Degree from Hofstra University School of Law and prior to that obtained a
Bachelor of Science Degree in Special Education and a Bachelor of Arts Degree in
Psychology from Boston University.

