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Home school team wins state mock trial tournament
By Brandon J. Vogel

A team of home-schooled students 
from Schenectady County defeated the 
Bronx High School of Science team at 
this year’s statewide mock trial cham-
pionship—the first Capital District 
team to win in 16 years.

The Loving Education at Home 
(LEAH) Schenectady Home School and 
Bronx teams faced off on May 24 in the 
fictional case of Pat Parker vs. The 
Village of Empireville and the Board of 
Trustees of the Village of Empireville. The 
case involved an individual suing the 
village over a parking ban ordinance.

The LEAH Schenectady team of 
Laura Brincat, Michelle Brincat, 
Rebecca Cambron, Jon Panzera, Caleb 
Trouwborst and Leah Trouwborst was 
the first Capital District team to win 
the state tournament since 1995. The 
team made it to the semi-finals in 2006. 
In 2010, they placed fifth.

This year’s team was coached by 
teacher Thomas Trouwborst and attor-
neys Lauren Mack and John 
Lockwood, both of the Schenectady 
County Public Defender’s Office. 

After appearing as a defender before 
a judge who encouraged him to get 
involved, Lockwood has coached the 
team since 2008. Mack joined him in 
2010, citing it as a “good opportunity 
to work with younger kids.” 

Season of preparation
In December 2010, more than 300 

high school teams from across New 
York began preparing and presenting 
their cases in local tournaments. Local 
county winners moved on to regional 
tournaments. 

Six regional winners competed in 

the state championship in Albany.  
Lockwood said the LEAH team 

began practicing two nights a week in 
December and more frequently after 
they won regionals and the May state 
tournament approached.

The students devised the winning 
strategy themselves. Lockwood and 
Mack taught them how to argue objec-
tions. A professional actress showed 
the team ways to look more natural 
and how to modulate their voices.

Team members drafted their own 
openings and closings. 

Unlike larger schools with enough 
team members for a lead team and a 
backup team that can fill in at a 
moment’s notice, the six-member 
LEAH team had no replacements. 
Larger schools often have 100 students 
try out for positions and have substi-
tutes for both the defense and prosecu-
tion.

“They had to commit 100 percent to 
being there,” said Lockwood. “If they 
couldn’t do it or were sick, they let 
down the team.”

Final tournament
Mack said this year’s experience 

was “surreal.” Lockwood called the 
first day of state finals was “nerve-
wracking.”

After competing in two rounds on 
Monday, teams learn how they placed 
on Monday night. Typically, a team 
must win both rounds to make it to the 
finals. Only two teams competed in the 
finals. LEAH ranked 1-1, but they 
made it into the top two when only the 
Bronx Science team won both prelimi-
nary rounds.

Even with months of preparation, 
the team was very nervous the day of 

their final tournament. A former stu-
dent came by and gave them a pep talk 
boosting morale.

Lockwood said that the plaintiff’s 
attorney Leah Trouwborst’s “amazing” 
closing helped secure the team’s victory. 
Other teams largely stuck to the script, 
but Trouwborst impressed the judges 
by thinking on her feet and addressing 
the testimonies of past witnesses.

Despite their impressive success, 
Lockwood said the team “never 
dreamed of winning…They just want-
ed to do a good job and accept the out-
come,” said Lockwood.

He credited the team’s religious 
faith with helping them to do their 
best.

U.S. Magistrate Judge Randolph E. 
Treece presided over the finals at the 
James T. Foley Federal Courthouse in 
Albany.

The New York Mock Trial High 
School Tournament is administered by 
the Law, Youth and Citizenship 
Committee of the New York State Bar 
Association. It is supported by the 
New York Bar Foundation. ◆

Vogel is NYSBA’s Media Writer.

Winning at home—The championship Loving Education at Home Schenectady Home 
School mock trial team poses with U.S. Magistrate Judge Randolph E. Treece after winning 
the state championship. Treece presided over the finals at the James T. Foley Federal 
Courthouse in Albany. [Photo by Heather Smith, James T. Foley Federal Courthouse Staff]

Association Name: Orange County 
Bar Association

Address/Phone: 198 Main Street, 
Goshen, New York 10924/ Phone: 
845/294-8222

Website: www.orangecountybarassoci-
ation.org

Founded: 1910

Number of Members: 430 

President: John S. Selinger of  Goshen 
(Zeccola & Selinger, LLC)

Association Mission: To help lawyers 
help people. The association promotes 

high standards of learning, profession-
al skills, ethics and public service.

Brief History: Members are drawn 
from the Orange, Ulster, Sullivan, 
Dutchess, Putnam, Rockland and 
Westchester counties. 

 Our early directors named the 
association’s goals as: cultivating the 
science of jurisprudence; promoting 
reforms in the law; facilitating the 
administration of justice; elevating the 
standards of integrity, honor and cour-
tesy in the legal profession; and cher-
ishing brotherhood and sisterhood 
among the members.

 The association recently celebrated 
its 100th anniversary by way of a black 
tie gala at West Point. It was attended 

by most members of the association 
and by members of the Judiciary.  

Services and Events: The association 
promotes continuing legal education, 
offers a referral service and provides 
resources for legal services to the indi-
gent. It conducts board meetings on a 
monthly basis. 

Signature Event: The most popular 
social event is the Annual Clam Bake, 
which usually takes place in August. 
Many members also attend our spon-
sored golf outing or play a tennis 
match or two earlier in the day.

Goals for the coming year: Improve 
the courthouse workplace environ-

The Bar Around The Corner: Orange County Bar Association

ment, advocate for appropriate securi-
ty and efficiency, increase membership 
and membership benefits, promote 
social events and increase the associa-
tion’s online presence by establishing 
practice area blogs.

The board also will consider creat-
ing a foundation and/or scholarship 
program in the Orange County area. ◆

The Bar Around The Corner is a project of 
the New York State Conference of Bar 
Leaders, www.nyscbl.org.


