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PART I 

Special Online Trial 

Rules Have Been Added!  

See #16 in this Section. 
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MOCK TRIAL TOURNAMENT RULES  
(Special Online Trial Rules Have Been Added!  See #16 in this Section) 

 
1. TEAM COMPOSITION 

 
a. The Mock Trial Tournament is open to all 9th–12th graders in public and nonpublic schools 

who are currently registered as students at that school. 

b. If a school chooses to limit student participation for any reason, this should be accomplished 

through an equitable “try-out” system, not through disallowing participation by one or more 

entire grade levels. 

c. Each school participating in the Mock Trial Tournament may enter only ONE team. 

 

d. Members of a school team entered in the Mock Trial Tournament—including teacher-coaches, 

back-up witnesses, attorneys, and others directly associated with the team’s preparation—are 

NOT permitted to attend the trial enactments of any possible future opponent in the contest. 

This rule should not be construed to preclude teams from engaging in practice matches, even if 

those teams may meet later during the competition. Violations of this rule can lead to being 

disqualified from the tournament. 

 
e. Immediately prior to each trial enactment, the attorneys and witnesses for each team must be 

physically identified to the opposing team and the judge by stating their first and last names. 

Please do not state the name of your school in front of the judge since the judge will not 

otherwise be told the name of the schools participating in the enactment he or she is judging. 

2. OBJECTIONS 

 Note: Paragraph “a.” below has been revised for the virtual competition. 
 

a. Attorneys, if able, may stand when making an objection, if doing so will not take them out of 
camera range. 

 
b. When making an objection, attorneys should say “objection” and then, very briefly, state the 

basis for the objection (for example, “leading question”). Do not explain the basis unless the 

judge asks for an explanation. 

c. Witnesses should stop talking immediately when an opposing party makes an objection. Please 

do not try to “talk over” the attorney making an objection. 
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3. DRESS 

 
We emphasize to the judges that a student’s appearance is not a relevant factor in judging his or her 

performance. However, we strongly encourage students to dress neatly and appropriately. A 

“business suit” is not required. 

4. ABOUT STIPULATIONS 

 
Any stipulations are binding on all participants and the judge and may NOT be disputed at the 

trial. 

5. OUTSIDE MATERIALS 

 
Students may read other materials such as legislative histories, judicial opinions, textbooks, treatises, 

etc., in preparation for the Mock Trial Tournament. However, students may cite only the materials 

and cases provided in these Mock Trial Tournament materials. 

6. EXHIBITS 
 

Students may introduce into evidence or use only the exhibits and documents provided in the Mock 

Trial Tournament materials. Students may not create their own charts, graphs, or any other visual aids 

for use in the courtroom in presenting their case.  

7. SIGNALS AND COMMUNICATION 

Note: Please note the revision in bold below for the Virtual Competition. 
 
The team coaches, advisors, and spectators may not signal the team members (neither student 

attorneys nor witnesses) or communicate with them in any way during the trial, including but not 

limited to wireless devices, text messaging and the video conferencing platform chat feature. A student 

witness may talk to a student attorney on their team during a recess or during direct examination but 

may not communicate verbally or non-verbally with a student attorney on their team during the 

student witness’ cross-examination. 

 

8. RECORDING 

 Note: Please note the revisions for this section (8.) below in bold for the Virtual Competition. 

a. During any tournament round, except State semi-finals and State finals, a trial may be 

recorded but only if each of the following conditions is satisfied: 
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i. The team wishing to record the proceedings has received permission from the judge before 
the beginning of the trial. 

ii. The opposing team consents in writing prior to the time the trial begins. Written consents 
should be delivered to the County Coordinator. Fax or e-mail is acceptable.  

iii. A copy of the recording must be furnished to the opposing team (at no cost) within 48 
hours after the trial. 

iv. The recording may not be shared by either team with any other team in the 
competition. 

b. Recording of the State semi-finals and final rounds is NOT permitted by either team. 

c. Any recording of a round made by a team according to the conditions in (a) above, can 
only be used for educational purposes related to mock trial and may not be shared on any 

online platform. 
 

9. MOCK TRIAL COORDINATORS 

 
The success of the New York State Mock Trial Program depends on the many volunteer County and 

Regional Coordinators. The appropriate supervisor will be contacted if any representative from a 

high school, parent, coach, or team member addresses a mock trial volunteer or staff person at any 

level of the competition in an unprofessional or discourteous manner. County Coordinators may also 

refer any such matters to the Law, Youth and Citizenship Committee of the New York State Bar 

Association for appropriate action by the LYC Committee. 

 

Absent prior approval by the Mock Trial Subcommittee of the New York State Bar Association’s 

Law, Youth and Citizenship Committee, a County or Regional Mock Trial Tournament Coordinator or 

Assistant Coordinator may not be an employee of a school that competes, or of a school district that 

includes a high school that competes, in that county or regional Mock Trial Tournament.  Nothing in 

this rule shall prohibit an employee of a Board of Cooperative Educational Services (BOCES) or the 

New York City Justice Resource Center from serving as a County or Regional Mock Trial 

Tournament Coordinator or Assistant Coordinator. 

 

10. ROLE AND RESPONSIBILITY OF ATTORNEYS 

 
a. The attorney who makes the opening statement may not make the closing statement. 

 

b. Attorneys may use notes in presenting their cases, for opening statements, direct examination of 
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witnesses, etc. Witnesses are NOT permitted to use notes while testifying during the trial. 

c. Each of the three attorneys on a team must conduct the direct examination of one witness and 

the cross examination of another witness. 

d. The attorney examining a particular witness must make the objections to that witness’s cross- 

examination, and the attorney who will cross-examine a witness must make the objections to the 

witness’s direct examination. 

11. WITNESSES 

 Note: Please note the revisions in paragraph (f) below in bold for the Virtual Competition. 

a. Each witness is bound by the facts of his/her affidavit or witness statement and any exhibit 

authored or produced by the witness that is relevant to his/her testimony. Witnesses may not 

invent any other testimony. However, in the event a witness is asked a question on cross 

examination, the answer to which is not contained in the witness’s statement or was not testified 

to on direct examination, the witness may respond with any answer that does not materially alter 

the outcome of the trial. 

b. If there is an inconsistency between the witness statement or affidavit and the statement of facts 

or stipulated facts, the witness can only rely on, and is bound by, the information contained in 

his/her affidavit or witness statement. 

c. A witness is not bound by facts in other witnesses’ affidavits or statements. 

d. If a witness contradicts a fact in his or her own witness statement, the opposition may impeach 

the testimony of that witness. 

e. A witness’s physical appearance in the case is as he or she appears in the trial re-enactment. No 

costumes or props may be used. 

f. Witnesses, other than the plaintiff and the defendant, may be constructively sequestered from the 

courtroom at the request of opposing counsel. A constructively sequestered witness may not be 

asked on the stand about the testimony another witness may have given during the trial 

enactment. A team is NOT required to make a sequestration motion. However, if a team wishes 

to make such motion, it should be made during the time the team is introducing itself to the 

judge. Please note that while a witness may be constructively sequestered, the witness will remain 

in the video conferencing platform room at all times. (Note: Since this is an educational exercise, no 
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participant will actually be excluded from the video conferencing platform room during an 

enactment.)  

g. Witnesses shall not sit at the attorneys’ table. 

h. All witnesses are intended to be gender-neutral and can be played by any eligible student regardless of 

the student’s sex or gender identity. 

 

12. PROTESTS 

a. Other than as set forth in 12(b) below, protests of judicial rulings are NOT allowed. All 

judicial rulings are final and cannot be appealed. 

b. Protests are highly disfavored and will only be allowed to address two issues: 

(1) Cheating (a dishonest act by a team that has not been the subject of a prior judicial ruling) 

(2) A conflict of interest or gross misconduct by a judge (e.g., where a judge is related to a team 

member). All protests must be made in writing and either faxed or emailed to the appropriate 

County Coordinator and to the teacher-coach of the opposing team. The County Coordinator 

will investigate the grounds for the protest and has the discretion to make a ruling on the 

protest or refer the matter directly to the LYC Committee. The County Coordinator’s decision 

can be appealed to the LYC Committee. 

c. Hostile or discourteous protests will not be considered. 

13. JUDGING 

THE DECISIONS OF THE JUDGE ARE FINAL.  
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14. ORDER OF THE TRIAL 

The trial shall proceed in the following manner: 

• Opening statement by plaintiff’s attorney/prosecuting attorney 

• Opening statement by defense attorney 

• Direct examination of first plaintiff/prosecution witness 

• Cross-examination of first plaintiff/prosecution witness 

• Re-direct examination of first plaintiff/prosecution witness, if requested 

• Re-cross examination, if requested (but only if re-direct examination occurred) 

• Direct examination of second plaintiff/prosecution witness 

• Cross-examination of second plaintiff/prosecution witness 

• Re-direct examination of second plaintiff/prosecution witness, if requested 

• Re-cross examination, if requested (but only if re-direct examination occurred) 

• Direct examination of third plaintiff/prosecution witness 

• Cross-examination of third plaintiff/prosecution witness 

• Re-direct examination of third plaintiff/prosecution witness, if requested 

• Re-cross examination, if requested (but only if re-direct examination occurred) 

• Plaintiff/prosecution rests 

• Direct examination of first defense witness 

• Cross-examination of first defense witness 

• Re-direct examination of first defense witness, if requested 

• Re-cross examination, if requested (but only if re-direct examination occurred) 

• Direct examination of second defense witness 

• Cross-examination of second defense witness 

• Re-direct examination of second defense witness, if requested 

• Re-cross examination, if requested (but only if re-direct examination occurred) 

• Direct examination of third defense witness 

• Cross-examination of third defense witness 

• Re-direct examination of third defense witness, if requested 

• Re-cross examination, if requested (but only if re-direct examination occurred) 

• Defense rests 

• Closing arguments by defense attorney 

• Closing arguments by plaintiff s attorney/ prosecuting attorney 
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15. TIME LIMITS 

Please note edit in bold in paragraph (b) 

a. The following time limits apply: 

• Opening Statement .........................5 minutes for each team 

• Direct Examination.........................10 minutes for each witness 

• Cross Examination..........................10 minutes for each witness 

• Closing Argument ...........................10 minutes for each team 

b. At all county and regional trials, the time will be kept by two timekeepers. Each team shall provide 

one of the timekeepers. The timekeeper shall be a student at the participating school. A school may 

use a student witness who is not a witness during a particular phase of the trial. (For example, a 

defense witness can keep time when the plaintiff/prosecution attorneys are presenting their case.) 

The timekeepers will use one watch and shall agree as to when a segment of the trial (e.g., the 

direct examination of a witness) begins. When one minute remains in a segment, the 

timekeepers shall flash the “1 Minute Remaining” card on camera (found in the Appendices), 

alerting the judge and the attorneys. The timekeepers will not stop the clock during objections, 

voir dire of witnesses or bench conferences. 

Since the number of questions allowed on redirect and re-cross is limited to three, time limits are 

not necessary. Any dispute as to the timekeeping shall be resolved by the trial judge. The judge, in 

their sole discretion, may extend the time, having taken into account the time expended by 

objections, voir dire of witnesses and/or bench conferences, thereby allowing an attorney to 

complete a line of questioning. 

16. SPECIAL ONLINE TRIAL RULES 

NEW SECTION!! 

a. Applicability of Online Trial Rules:  These rules apply to any NYSBA Mock Trial event 

that is held online.  Insofar as there is any contradiction between rules in this Section 16 

and rules in other sections of this rulebook, this section 16 controls. 

 

b. Video conference platform Hosting:  Mock trial coordinators will determine how rounds 

will be virtually hosted.  They may use Court Monitors to set up virtual rounds, issue 

invitations to the participants and speculators, and assist with any technological issues 
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prior to and during rounds. 

 

c. Video conferencing platform Naming:  As soon as participants enter the video 

conferencing platform courtroom, they will change their video conferencing platform 

names according to the following naming scheme which will allow judges to identify 

video conferencing platform accounts by their roles: 

 

Examples: 

(P for Prosecution, D for Defense, Student’s real name, role and witness character name 

if a witness) 

P – John Smith – attorney 

P- Jane Jones – Witness – Character name 

All other prosecution and defense witnesses and attorneys will do the same. 

 

d. Video and Audio:  The following rules govern the use of video and audio by participants 

in each trial. 

 

i. Pretrial Matters: During introductions, anyone being introduced for the record may 

have their microphone on. All other participants should have their microphones 

muted. 

 

ii. Opening and Closing Statements: During opening and closing statements, the only 

people who will have their microphones on are the presiding judge and the attorney 

giving the current opening or closing statement. All other participants will have their 

microphones muted. 

 

iii. Direct and Cross examination - The witness will have their microphones on at all 

times. The attorneys examining the witness will have their microphones on at all 

times. The objecting attorneys (i.e., on direct examination the attorney who crosses 

that witness and on cross examination the attorney who directs that witness) will 

mute their microphones except during objections. All other participants should have 

their microphones muted.   
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e. There will be no video breakout rooms for bench conferences.  All bench conferences 

shall be conducted constructively on the host screen. 

 

f. Documents, Exhibits, and Demonstrative Aids: 

 

i. Access to Documents: All participants should assume that all other student 

participants and the presiding judge have a copy of the case in front of them and 

access to all the exhibits and case documents. Students need not show opposing 

counsel documents prior to the admission of those documents. All students must 

acknowledge that they have access to these documents. 

 

ii. Timekeeping: Timekeepers may temporarily unmute themselves to inform the 

judge that one minute is left and that time is finished.  Any discrepancy between 

the timekeepers shall be resolved by the judge. 

 

iii. Technical Issues:  Should it become clear that any party is experiencing technical 

issues (video conferencing platform audio or video are not working, or a student 

loses their connection) the presiding judge may request that time be stopped until 

the issues are resolved. Students will notify the presiding judge if they or a 

performing teammate are experiencing technical issues.  Students will do this 

verbally as soon as the connection is lost, unless another student is conducting 

opening or closing statements in which case, they will only notify he judge if they 

cannot hear the opposing opening or closing.  Each team may designate one 

alternate lawyer and one alternate witness to substitute during the round if a 

student's connection is lost and cannot be resolved in a timely manner.  The names 

of the alternates must be submitted at the beginning of the round. 

 

iv. Use of Electronics: The ban on use of electronics is waived.  Students may make 

use of any electronic device they wish to use. However, this does not permit them 

to communicate with individuals they would not otherwise be permitted to 

communicate with.  In other words, students may use their electronic devices, but 

they are still not permitted to communicate with anyone not on their roster (in 

particular, they may not communicate with their coaches during the trial.) 
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MOCK TRIAL TOURNAMENT POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 

 
New York’s Annual Mock Trial Tournament is governed by the policies set forth below. The LYC 

Committee and the Law, Youth and Citizenship Program of the New York State Bar Association 

reserve the right to make decisions to preserve the equity, integrity, and educational aspects of the 

program. 

By participating in the Mock Trial Tournament, participants agree to abide by the decisions 

rendered by the LYC Committee and the Mock Trial program staff and accept such decisions 

as final. 

1. GENERAL POLICIES 

 
a. All mock trial rules, regulations, and criteria for judging apply at all levels of the Mock Trial 

Tournament. 

b. The Simplified Rules of Evidence and Procedure contained in Part III govern the trial 

proceedings. 

c. County Coordinators administer county tournaments. County Coordinators have sole 

responsibility for organizing, planning, and conducting tournaments at the county level and 

should be the first point of contact for questions at the county level. 

d. For any single tournament round, all teams are to consist of three attorneys and three 

witnesses. 

e. For all tournament rounds, one judge will be utilized for trial re-enactments. 

 
f. Teams must not identify themselves by their school name to the judge prior to the 

announcement of the judge’s decision. 

g. If a team member who is scheduled to participate in a trial enactment becomes ill, injured, or 

has a serious conflict and as a result cannot compete, then the team may substitute an alternate 

team member. If an alternate team member is not available, the local coordinator may declare a 

forfeit or reschedule the enactment at his or her sole discretion. 

h. Members of a team may play different roles in different rounds, or other students may 

participate in another round. 
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i. Winners in any single round will be asked to switch sides in the case for the next round. Where 

it is impossible for both teams to switch sides, a coin flip will be used to determine assignments 

in the next round. 

j. Teacher-coaches of teams who will be competing against one another are required to exchange 

information regarding the names and gender of their witnesses at least three days prior to each 

round. 

k. No attorney may be compensated in any way for his or her service as an attorney-advisor to a 

mock trial team or as a judge in the Mock Trial Tournament. When a team has a student or 

students with special needs who may require an accommodation, the teacher-coach MUST 

bring this to the attention of the County Coordinator at least two weeks prior to the time when 

the accommodation will be needed. 

l. The judge must take judicial notice of the Statement of Stipulated Facts and any other 

stipulations. 

m. Teams may bring perceived errors in the problem or suggestions for improvements in the 

tournament rules and procedures to the attention of the LYC staff at any time. These, however, 

are not grounds for protests. Any protest arising from an enactment must be filed with the 

County Coordinator in accordance with the protest rule in the Tournament Rules. 

2. SCORING 

 
a. Scoring is on a scale of 1-5 for each performance (5 is excellent). Judges are required to enter 

each score on the Performance Rating Sheet (Appendix) after each performance, while the 

enactment is fresh in their minds. Judges should be familiar with and use the performance rating 

guidelines (Appendix) when scoring a trial. 

b. Judges are required to also assign between 1 and 10 points to EACH team for demonstrating 

professionalism during a trial. A score for professionalism may not be left blank. 

Professionalism criteria are: 

• Team’s overall confidence, preparedness and demeanor 

• Compliance with the rules of civility 

• Zealous but courteous advocacy 

• Honest and ethical conduct 
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• Knowledge and adherence to the rules of the competition 

 
• Absence of unfair tactics, such as repetitive, baseless objections; improper communication 

and signals; invention of facts; and strategies intended to waste the opposing team’s time 

for its examinations. A score of 1 to 3 points should be awarded for a below average 

performance, 4 to 6 points for an average performance, and 7 to 10 points for an 

outstanding or above average performance. 

c. The appropriate County Coordinator will collect the Performance Rating Sheet for record- 

keeping purposes. Copies of score sheets are NOT available to individual teams; however, a 

team can get its total score through the County Coordinator. 

3. LEVELS OF COMPETITION 

 Note: This Section is Under Review and Subject To Change!! 

a. For purposes of this program, New York State has been divided into eight regions: 
 

Region 1 .........West 

Region 2 .........Central 

Region 3 .........Northeast 

Region 4 .........Lower Hudson 

Region 5 .........New York City (NYC-A) 

Region 6 .........New York City (NYC-B) 

Region 7 .........Nassau County 

Region 8 .........Suffolk County 

b. See Map and Chart of Counties in Regions (Appendix). 

 
4. COUNTY TOURNAMENTS 

Note: This Section is Under Review and Subject To Change!! 
 
a. All rules of the New York State Mock Trial Tournament must be adhered to at tournaments at 

the county level. 

b. In these tournaments, there are two phases. In the first phase, each team will participate in at 

least two rounds before the elimination process begins, once as plaintiff/prosecution and once 

as defendant. After the second round, a certain number of the original teams will proceed to 

the second phase in a single elimination tournament. Prior to the competition, and with the 

knowledge of the competitors, the County Coordinator may determine a certain number of 

teams that will proceed to the Phase II single elimination tournament. While this number may 

be more or less than half the original number of teams, any team that has won both rounds 

based on points, but whose combined score does not place it within the established number of 

teams, MUST be allowed to compete in the Phase II single elimination tournament. 
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c. The teams that advance to Phase II do so based on a combination of wins and point 

differential, defined as the points earned by a team in its Phase I matches minus the points 

earned by its opponents in those same Phase I matches. All 2-0 teams automatically advance; 

teams with a 1-1 record advance based upon point differential, then upon total number of 

points in the event of a tie; if any spots remain open, teams with a record of 0-2 advance, based 

upon point differential, then upon total number of points in the event of a tie. 

d. If the number of teams going into the single elimination phase is odd, the team with the most 

wins and highest combined score will receive a bye. If any region starts the year with an odd 

number of teams, one team from that region may receive a bye, coin toss, etc. 

e. Phase II of the contest is a single round elimination tournament; winners advance to the next 

round. 

f. At times, a forfeit may become a factor in determining aggregate point totals and which teams 

should advance to the single elimination tournament. Each county should review its procedures 

for dealing with forfeits, in light of the recommended procedures below. Please note that due to 

the variety of formats in use in different counties, it is strongly urged that each county develop   

a system which takes its own structure into account and which participants understand prior to 

the start of the local tournament. That procedure should be forwarded to the New York State 

Mock Trial Program Manager, before the first round of competition is held. 

g. If a county has an established method for dealing with forfeits, or establishes one, then that rule 

continues to govern. If no local rule is established, then the following State rule will apply: 

In determining which teams will advance to the single elimination tournament, forfeits 

will first be considered to cancel each other out, as between two teams vying for the 

right to advance. If such canceling is not possible (as only one of two teams vying for a 

particular spot has a forfeit victory), then a point value must be assigned for the forfeit. 

The point value to be assigned should be derived from averaging the team’s point total 

in the three matches (where possible) chronologically closest to the date of the forfeit; 

or if only two matches were scheduled, then double the score of the one that was held. 
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5. REGIONAL TOURNAMENTS 

 Note: This Section is Under Review and Subject To Change!! 

a. Teams who have been successful in winning county level tournaments will proceed to regional 

level tournaments. Coordinators administer regional tournaments. Coordinators have sole 

responsibility for organizing, planning, and conducting tournaments at the regional level. 

Participants must adhere to all rules of the tournament at regional level tournaments. 

b. Regional tournaments are held in counties within the region on a rotating basis. Every effort is 

made to determine and announce the location and organizer of the regional tournaments before 

the new mock trial season begins. 

c. All mock trial rules and regulations and criteria for judging apply, at all levels of the Mock Trial 

Tournament. 

d. The winning team from each region will be determined by an enactment between the two teams 

with the best records (the greatest number of wins and greatest point differential) during the 

regional tournament. The winning team from each region will qualify for the State Finals in 

Albany. 

e. The regional tournaments MUST be completed 16 days prior to the State Finals. Due to 

administrative requirements and contractual obligations, the State Coordinator must have in its 

possession the schools’ and students’ names by this deadline. Failure to adhere to this deadline 

may jeopardize hotel blocks set aside for a region’s teacher-coaches, attorney-advisors and 

students coming to Albany for the State Finals. 

 

6. STATEWIDE FINALS 

 Note: This Section is Under Review and Subject To Change!! 

a. Once regional winners have been determined, The New York Bar Foundation will provide the 

necessary funds for each team’s room and board for the two days it participates in the State 

Finals in Albany. Funding is available to pay for up to nine students, one teacher coach and one 

attorney-advisor for each team. Students of the same gender will share a room, with a maximum 

of four per room. Transportation costs are not covered. However, if a school can cover the 

additional costs for room and board for additional team members above the nine students, one 

teacher coach and one attorney-advisor sponsored through the Bar Foundation, all members of 

a team are welcome to attend the State Finals. However, requests to bring additional team 

members must be approved by the Mock Trial Program Manager in advance. 
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b. Costs for additional students (more than 9) and adult coaches and/or advisors (more than 2) will 

not be covered by the New York Bar Foundation grant or the LYC Program. The Mock Trial 

Program Manager is not responsible for making room arrangements and reservations for 

anyone other than the nine students, one teacher-coach and one attorney-advisor for each team. 

However, the Mock Trial Program Manager may choose to make those arrangements for the 

additional team members. This applies to team members only, not guests. If the Program 

Manager chooses not to make the arrangements, every attempt will be made to pass along any 

special hotel rates to these other participants. Additional team members attending the State 

Finals may participate in organized meal functions but will be responsible for paying for their 

participation. The teacher coach must advise their school administration of the school’s 

responsibility to cover those additional charges and obtain their approval in advance. 

The Mock Trial Program Manager will provide an invoice to the Coach to submit to the school’s 

administrator. A purchase order must then be submitted to the Mock Trial Program Manager 

in Albany immediately after the school’s team has been designated as the Regional Winner who 

will be participating in the State Finals in Albany. In most cases, the school will be billed after 

the State Finals. However, it is possible that a school may be required to provide payment in 

advance for their additional team members. 

c. Each team will participate in two enactments the first day, against two different teams. Each 

team will be required to change sides—plaintiff/prosecution to defendant, defendant to 

plaintiff/prosecution—for the second enactment. Numerical scores will be assigned to each 

team’s performance by the judges. 

d. The two teams with the most wins and highest numerical score will compete on the following 

day, except that any team that has won both its enactments will automatically advance, 

regardless of its point total. In the rare event of three teams each winning both of their 

enactments, the two teams with the highest point totals, in addition to having won both of their 

enactments, will advance. 

e. The final enactment will be a single elimination tournament. Plaintiff/prosecution and 

defendant will be determined by a coin toss by the Mock Trial Program Manager. All teams 

invited to the State Finals must attend the final trial enactment. 

f. A judge will determine the winner. THE JUDGE’S DECISION IS FINAL. 
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7. MCLE CREDIT FOR PARTICIPATING ATTORNEYS AND JUDGES 

 
Pursuant to the Rules pertaining to the Mandatory Continuing Legal Education Program in the State 

of New York, as an accredited provider of CLE programs, we are required to carefully monitor 

requests for earning CLE credit through participation in our high school mock trial program. Credit 

may be earned for preparing students for and judging law competitions, mock trials and moot court 

arguments, including those at the high school level. Ethics and professionalism credit hours are not 

available for participation in this type of activity. No additional credit may be earned for preparation 

time. 

One (1) CLE credit hour may be earned for each 50 minutes of participation in a high school or 

college law competition. A maximum of three (3) CLE credits in skills may be earned for judging 

or coaching mock trial competitions during any one reporting cycle, i.e., within a two-year 

period1. Newly admitted attorneys (less than 24 months) are NOT eligible for this type of 

CLE credit. 

The LYC Program will process all requests for CLE credit through the New York State Bar 

Association’s Continuing Legal Education Department, an accredited provider of CLE approved by 

the New York State Continuing Legal Education Board. The procedure is as follows: 

a) The Mock Trial Program Manager will provide the County Coordinators with a copy of the 

Request for CLE Credit Verification Form2 to disseminate to attorneys/judges participating in 

the mock trial tournament in their county. 

b) Request for CLE Credit Verification Forms must be signed by the attorney/judge and 

returned to the County Coordinator. The County Coordinator must return the signed copy to 

the Mock Trial Program Manager in Albany by mail, email or fax by June 1 for processing. 

c) MCLE certificates will be generated and sent by email to the attorney/judge requesting the 

credit. MCLE credit cannot be provided without the signed Request for CLE Credit 

Verification Form. The attorney/judge MUST provide a valid email address on the form. A 

copy of the Request for CLE Credit Verification Form follows and is also available online at  

www.nysba.org/nysmocktrial. 
 

 

1 1) The biennial reporting cycle shall be the two-year period between the dates of submission of the attorney's biennial registration statement; 2) An attorney 
shall comply with the requirements of this Subpart commencing from the time of the filing of the attorney's biennial attorney registration statement in the second 
calendar year following admission to the Bar. 
2 County Coordinators will begin disseminating this revised form to participating attorneys and judges during the 2018-2019 New York State Mock Trial 
tournament season. 

http://www.nysba.org/nysmocktrial
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