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PRESIDING MEMBER’S MESSAGE
Greetings and happy new year!  

It was wonderful to see so many of you, up close and IN PERSON, 
at our annual luncheon on January 20th.  Congratulations again to our 
amazing honorees: Hon. Hector D. LaSalle, Presiding Justice of the 
Appellate Division, Second Department, Recipient of the 2023 Distin-
guished Jurist Award, and our three Recipients of the 2023 Advance-
ment of Judicial Diversity Award, Hon. Erika M. Edwards, Justice of the 
Supreme Court New York County, Hon. Sallie Manzanet-Daniels, Associ-
ate Justice of the Appellate Division, First Department, and Hon. Lillian 
Wan, Associate Justice of the Appellate Division, Second Department.  
I also extend a very warm thank you to our Keynote Speaker, Hon. Ber-
nice B. Donald, Judge of the United States Sixth Circuit Court of Ap-
peals, who chose to spend the last day of her illustrious judicial career 

of 40 plus years with us at our annual luncheon.

As I reflect on my year as Presiding Member of the longest running section of the New York State 
Bar Association, I am proud of the work we have accomplished.  This year, as in past years, our Coun-
cil of Judicial Associations, which includes our Section Officers, our Past Presiding Members, and 
the presidents of the judicial associations throughout the state, met both virtually and in person 
throughout the year to discuss issues of importance to the judiciary. Among the issues we addressed 
were the proposed constitutional amendment regarding the suspension of judges as a mode of 
judicial discipline. For that issue we formed an ad hoc committee and submitted a response in op-
position.  We also weighed in on the proposed amendments to Rule 100.4 of the Rules of the Chief 
Administrative Judge regarding financial disclosure by judges, pandemic practices, and the future of 
the courts. Of course, we also continue to insist that the issue of judicial security be a priority.  

There is, however, still much work to be done.  I’m sure I’m preaching to the choir when I say that 
the importance of judicial independence to the rule of law cannot be underscored.  An independent 
judiciary is central to democracy.  And yet, our independence, as individual judges and collectively as 
the New York State judiciary, is increasingly under threat.  Add to this the fact that our unified court 
system, undoubtedly one of the busiest, if not the busiest, in the world, has been without a perma-
nent Chief Judge for over six months and without a permanent Chief Administrative Judge for nearly 
three months, which negatively impacts our ability to plan for the future of our courts.  Now more 
than ever, we must come together as a community to safeguard our independence, our democra-
cy, and our ability to deliver justice of the highest level to the citizens of this State.  As I prepare to 
assume the title of Immediate Past Presiding Member, I look forward to working with our incoming 
officers – Hon. Gregory R. Gilbert; Hon. Tanya R. Kennedy; Hon. Brian D. Burns; and Hon. Karen M.C. 
Cortes – on these and other issues of significance to our members and necessary to our work in 
ensuring justice for the people we serve.

Hon. Joanne D. Quiñones
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The Judicial Dispatch is our newsletter … by us, for us. We welcome 
submissions on topics of interest to the members of our Section.  If 
you have an article or announcement you would like considered for 
publication, please send it in electronic format to Hon. Joanne D. 
Quiñones, Editor, at jquinone@nycourts.gov. 

A very special thank you to Lori Herzing and the NYSBA Section 
Publications staff; Kirsten Downer, Esq., NYSBA Liaison to the Judicial 
Section; and Hon. Deborah Karalunas, Former Presiding Member 
and Former Editor of the Judicial Dispatch, for their tremendous efforts 
with this edition of the Judicial Dispatch.

To receive future complimentary paper editions of the Judicial Dispatch, 
you must be a member of NYSBA’s Judicial Section.

The views expressed in the articles in this newsletter are not necessarily the 
views of NYSBA, or the Judicial Section and its Officers. 
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Let me end by saying this: throughout my journey as an officer of the Section and particularly this year as Presiding 
Member, I have been fortunate to have the support, encouragement and guidance of so many, most especially, Past 
Presiding Members Hon. Deborah H. Karalunas and Hon. Barbara R. Kapnick; my dear friend and first judicial mentor 
Hon. Matthew F. Cooper (ret.); my dear friend Hon. Betsy Barros; and our incredible Section liaison, Kirsten Downer, Esq.  
I could not have done this without you.  Thank you!  Thank you! Thank you! 

To the Council of Judicial Associations and the entire membership of the Judicial Section, it was a privilege to work 
alongside you and to serve as your Presiding Member.  Thank you for the honor.

I hope you enjoy this edition of The Judicial Dispatch.

Warmly,

Hon. Joanne D. Quiñones 
Presiding Member

UPCOMING MEETINGS OF THE  
COUNCIL OF JUDICIAL ASSOCIATIONS

Friday, March 31, 2023 at 12:30-2:00 PM, Appellate Division, First Department

Friday, May 19, 2023 at 12:30-2:00 PM, Location TBD



4  | NYSBA JUDICIAL DISPATCH  |  WINTER 2023  |  Vol. 10 No. 1

A Recap of the Judicial Section’s 2023 Annual Luncheon
By: Kirsten Downer, Esq., NYSBA Judicial Section Liaison

“It’s so nice to be in a room full of judges,” said 
Hon. Hector LaSalle when he addressed the 
room full of judges at the 2023 Judicial Section 
Reception and Luncheon on January 20, 2023. 
That sentiment was surely felt by the room of an 
estimated 150 judges who gathered at the New 
York Hilton Midtown for the first time in three  
years. This annual in-person gathering of NYS-
BA’s Judicial Section has always been a welcome 
occasion for judges to connect and this year’s 
luncheon held a greater significance due to the 
COVID hiatus. 

After the initial reception where attendees 
had the chance to mingle and converse, Ju-
dicial Section Presiding Member Hon. Joanne 
Quiñones called the meeting to order by warm-
ly welcoming everyone back. The first order of 
business was the swearing in of the 2023–24 
Judicial Section Officers by Hon. Hector LaSalle, 
Presiding Justice, Appellate Division, Second De-
partment, and the Section’s 2023 Distinguished 
Jurist Award recipient. The following officers will 
assume their positions on June 1st: Hon. Gregory 
R. Gilbert, Supreme Court, Onondaga County, 
Presiding Member; Hon. Tanya R. Kennedy, Appel-
late Division, First Department, Assistant Presid-
ing Member; Hon. Brian D. Burns, Supreme Court, 
Otsego County, Secretary; and Hon. Karen M.C. 
Cortes, Family Court, Bronx County, Treasurer. 

NYSBA President Sherry Levin Wallach fol-
lowed next. In her opening comments, Pres-
ident Wallach recognized and congratulated 
the 2023 award recipients and commended the 
Judicial Section as a body for its ongoing work 
advocating for greater diversity on the bench. 

PJ LaSalle, who was welcomed with cheers 
and applause when he first arrived at the lun-
cheon, was introduced by Presiding Member 
Quiñones as the 2023 Distinguished Jurist Award 
recipient. Presiding Member Quiñones com-
mented that when she first advised him to keep 
this date open many months ago, she had no 
idea of what would transpire in the interven-
ing months. As Judge Quiñones, stated, “All of 
us have been deeply moved by his strength of 
character and grace.” She described PJ LaSalle 
as the embodiment of “judicial excellence, in-
tegrity, fortitude, grace, and grit.” PJ LaSalle con-
gratulated his fellow awardees and expressed 
gratitude to the room of fellow judges who 
intermittently interrupted his remarks with ap-
plause and standing ovations. 

The award ceremonies continued with the 
presentation of the awards for the Advancement 
of Judicial Diversity. This award was conferred on 
the judges who were presidents of the three di-
versity bars during COVID. The awardees agreed 
that the experience of presiding together over 
their respective organizations during the COVID 
years had created a judicial sisterhood amongst 
them. Hon. Erika M. Edwards, New York County 
Supreme Court, Civil Term, Judicial Friends Asso-
ciation; Hon. Sallie Manzanet-Daniels, Appellate 
Division, First Department, Latino Judges Associ-
ation; and Hon. Lillian Wan, Appellate Division, 
Second Department, Asian American Judges As-
sociation of New York. Each judge was introduced 
by a current Judicial Section Officer and each 
awardee spoke movingly about the importance 
of encouraging diversity within the legal system, 
notwithstanding the inherent challenges of do-
ing so while being judges. 

The afternoon of truly memorable speeches 
was capped off by the keynote address by the 
Hon. Bernice Donald entitled “Judges as Leaders 
in Times of Challenge, Controversy and Oppor-
tunity.” Judge Donald accomplished a series of 
firsts in her remarkable career: she was the first 
African American woman to serve as a judge in 
Tennessee, the first African American woman 
to serve as a bankruptcy judge, the first African 
American woman to serve on the U.S. District 
Court for the Western District of Tennessee, 
and the first African American woman to serve 
as a judge on the U.S. Sixth Circuit Court of Ap-
peals. The Section was honored to have Judge 
Donald whose address also coincided with her 
retirement from the U.S. Sixth Circuit. In a series 
of humorous, illuminating and stirring short sto-
ries, Judge Donald compared the act of incor-
porating high ideals in daily judicial interactions 
to that of planting and harvesting crops in the 
‘Garden of Life’. She encouraged the audience to 
continue to aspire to these high ideals despite 
the demands of the judicial profession. 

Above and beyond the official meeting agen-
da, the Judicial Section Reception and Luncheon 
affords attendees the opportunity to simply con-
nect and renew acquaintances. And as Presiding 
Member Quiñones gave her closing remarks, it 
was clear that this in-person return was celebra-
tory. A celebration of the diversity of New York 
judges across race, gender, courts, and counties. 
A celebration of remarkable judges and the lives 
they continue to inspire. A celebration of judges 
supporting and encouraging each other for the 
good of the legal system as a whole.Welcome and Opening Remarks by Hon. Joanne D. Quiñones, 2022-23 Presiding Member

Kirsten Downer, Esq.
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NYSBA President Sherry Levin Wallach, Esq. gives welcome 
remarks at the NYSBA Judicial Section Luncheon

Hon. Hector D. LaSalle, Presiding Justice, Appellate Division, Second Department (far right) administers the oath of office to 
the 2023-2024 Judicial Section Officers (from l-r): Hon. Brian D. Burns, Secretary; Hon. Tanya R. Kennedy, Assistant Presiding 
Member; Hon. Gregory R. Gilbert, Presiding Member; and Hon. Karen M.C. Cortes, Treasurer

Hon. Hector D. LaSalle, Recipient of the 2023 Distinguished 
Jurist Award

Presiding Member Hon. Joanne D. Quiñones presents the Judicial Section’s 2023 Distinguished Jurist Award to Hon. Hector D. 
LaSalle, Presiding Justice, Appellate Division, Second Department 
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Hon. Hector D. LaSalle receives a standing ovation as he is introduced at the NYSBA Judicial Section Luncheon 

Hon. Erika M. Edwards, Recipient of the 2023 Advancement 
of Judicial Diversity Award 

Hon. Sallie Manzanet-Daniels, Recipient of the 2023 
Advancement of Judicial Diversity Award

Hon. Rolando T. Acosta, Presiding Justice, Appellate Division, First Department, Hon. Hector D. LaSalle, Presiding Justice, 
Appellate Division, Second Department, and Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin (ret.), former Presiding Justice, Appellate Division, 
First Department

Hon. Lillian Wan, Recipient of the 2023 Advancement of 
Judicial Diversity Award
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Members of the Asian American Judges Association of New York at the 2023 Judicial Section 
Annual Luncheon

Hon. Bernice B. Donald, Judge of the United States Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals, presents 
Keynote Address – Judges as Leaders in Times of Challenge, Controversy and Opportunity

Members of the Latino Judges Association at the 2023 Judicial Section Annual Luncheon

Members of the Judicial Friends Association at the 2023 Judicial Section Annual Luncheon

Members of the Association of LGBT Judges at the 2023 Judicial Section Annual Luncheon
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Garden of Life
By Hon. Bernice B. Donald, Judge of the United States Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals (ret.) 
(modified from unknown author)

First, plant five rows of “p’s”… 
• Presence (Don’t just be present, but have a “presence”) 
• Promptness (respect time) 
• Preparation (always be prepared) 
• Perseverance (you are in it for the long haul) 
• Purity

Next, plant three rows of squash… 
• Squash discrimination 
• Squash indifference 
• Squash unjust and unfair criticism

Then plant five rows of lettuce… 
• Let us be faithful to duty. 
• Let us be unselfish and loyal. 
• Let us be true to our obligations. 
• Let us obey the rules and regulations. 
• Let us always commit ourselves to equal justice.

No garden is complete without turnips… 
• Turn up for meetings. 
• Turn up with a smile. 
• Turn up with new ideas. 
• Turn up with new members. 
•  Turn up with determinations to make everything count for something 
good and worthwhile.

When tomorrow comes, you should say this is a new day; a day filled with 
promise and opportunity. Today I will do great things because I am great – 
not because of who I am but because of how I serve.

What will you plant in your garden this week?

Hon. Bernice B. Donald delivering the Jurist in Residence 
Lecture – “Towards a More Perfect Union: Overcoming 
Division Through the Rule of Law – at Fordham Law School on 
February 15, 2023
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The (Unspoken) Benefits of Joining NYSBA’s Judicial 
Section 
By: Hon. Brian D. Burns, Supreme Court, Otsego County

At a recent meeting of the Council of Judi-
cial Associations held at the Appellate Division 
of the Supreme Court, First Department, Asso-
ciate Justice Barbara Kapnick asked why so few 
upstate justices and judges support the New 
York State Bar Association. I’m not quite sure 
what I said, but I know it was not the thoughtful, 
well-reasoned answer one would wish to give to 
a Justice of her prominence. Since returning to 
my chambers in Otsego County, I have consid-
ered her question at length.

My answer is limited to my personal experi-
ence: I do not presume to claim that my reasons 
are widely shared by my Upstate colleagues. I 
offer them here on the chance, however, that 
our shared experiences may have resulted in 
similar feelings among a portion of us. My own 
lack of support for the state bar association 
over much of the course of my 22 years on the 
bench stems, in part, from the absence of any 
feeling of connection with the organization. 
This absence is not caused by any failing of the 
state bar association but rather simple geogra-
phy. 

The NYSBA annual meeting is in New York City, 
and many of the events throughout the year are 
held literally hundreds of miles away. In addition, 
while one of the biggest advantages of being an 
active member of the state bar association is the 
opportunity to meet and connect with friends 
and colleagues, I believed the distance and re-
sulting lack of opportunity to regularly interact 
with other judges negated this benefit.

Lest any of my Downstate colleagues dis-
count the impact of the time and expense of 
travel to New York City, I remind you that Up-
state New York is huge. It takes nearly four hours 
(without traffic) to travel to Manhattan from 
Cooperstown. New York City is closer to Bos-
ton, Philadelphia, Washington D. C., and even 
the Outer Banks of North Carolina than it is to 
Buffalo. Here is another fun fact illustrating the 
size of upstate. My home County, Otsego, and its 
neighbor, Delaware County, have a larger com-
bined land mass than do the states of Delaware 
and Rhode Island combined (2528 square miles 
versus 2190 square miles). 

I am the only elected Supreme Court in 
Otsego and Delaware Counties. Our popula-
tion is not large compared to NYC, but at over 
100,000, neither is it negligible. To assist with 
my caseload and handle disqualifications, a 
multi-bench judge has been assigned to hear 

matters as an Acting Supreme Court Justice. 
This is a common practice and brings me to the 
second reason I was not an active member of 
NYSBA for a number of years. As a multi-bench 
judge, I paid dues to the NYS County Court 
Judges Association, the Family Court Judges 
Association, the Surrogate Judges Association, 
the Acting Supreme Court Judges Association, 
the Otsego County Bar Association, the Wom-
en’s Bar Association (Delaware/Chenango/
Otsego Chapter), and various local Magistrates 
Associations. Between trying to keep track of 
whether I had paid my annual dues to each 
Association, and attend their meetings, I simply 
lost track of my membership in and support of 
the NYSBA.

Finally, and this may surprise some of our 
Downstate colleagues, but upstate is neither an 
economic nor cultural wasteland. In Otsego and 
Delaware Counties alone, we have three col-
leges, the world’s best-known sports museum 
(the Baseball Hall of Fame), the acclaimed Glim-
merglass Opera House, the New York Historical 
Society Fenimore Art Museum, and businesses 
producing hundreds of millions of dollars in 
annual revenue. In other words, many upstate 
Judges may be content to enjoy the uncrowd-
ed, natural beauty of rural New York and the 
slower paced yet rich life outside the City, and 
to avoid the considerable time, expense, and 
inconvenience of traveling to New York City to 
participate in NYSBA events. I know that is how 
I felt.

In hindsight, I was short-sighted and mis-
taken. In the brief time I have been a member 
of the Executive Committee of the Judicial 
Section of NYSBA, I have met numerous won-
derful judges from all over the State. I have 
learned much from them and have grown pro-
fessionally in more ways than I can enumerate. 
I have also experienced the personal pleasure 
of forming friendships with intelligent, often 
humorous, and always interesting colleagues. 
My interactions with this group have helped 
me become not only a better judge, but also 
a more well-grounded, happier judge. They 
have also promoted in me a feeling of being 
connected to a group of distinguished jurists 
who share a vision of serving the justice sys-
tem to the best of our abilities. I look forward to 
strengthening my connection with NYSBA and 
encourage my upstate colleagues not to make 
the same mistake I did for far too long. Please 
don’t let your membership in NYSBA slip and 

especially do make sure to join the Judicial Sec-
tion. It’s well worth the benefits and the occas-
sional drive to New York City! Finally, if you need 
help navigating the city (as I did in November), 
the Hon. Joanne Quiñones, Presiding Member 
of the Judicial Section Executive Committee, is a 
most willing and able guide. She may even lend 
you the extra MetroCard she carries – that is if I 
remembered to return it to her. 

Hon. Brian D. Burns
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How to Modernize an Appellate Court in Five Years
By: Hon. Rolando T. Acosta, Presiding Justice, Appellate Division, First Department 
Reprinted with permission from the “February 10, 2023 edition of the “New York Law Journal”© 202X ALM Global Properties, LLC. All 
rights reserved. Further duplication without permission is prohibited, contact 877-256-2472 or reprints@alm.com. “  

Upon retiring from the Court, one of my 
predecessors, Bernard Botein – who served as 
Presiding Justice of the Appellate Division, First 
Department, from 1958 to 1968 and in whose 
name the Court awards annual medals to exem-
plary staff – said that “the judicial robe can be 
very hampering, sometimes even a straitjacket, 
when vigorous action is required.” Bernard Botein, 
Historical Society of the New York Courts.

In the nearly six years it has been my honor to 
serve as Presiding Justice, I have come to under-
stand what Justice Botein meant. And now, with 
a heavy heart, I announce that I will be stepping 
down on March 17. While I love this job, I look 
forward to pursuing other interests and pas-
sions, being unconstrained by my status as a 
judge and again able to engage in the private 
practice of law and in robust discussions over 
the role of the judiciary in defending democracy.

As I have noted in the last several years, the 
Third Branch of government has stood as a bul-
wark against threats to our democratic institu-
tions and the rule of law. Recent events have 
shown that even New York is not impervious 
to the same threats that had emerged nation-
ally only a few years ago. I am concerned that 
some elected officials in the “political branches” 
of government are attempting to redefine the 
role of judges as partisans rather than what they 
are: individuals constrained by constitutional 
provisions, stare decisis, and legislative policy 
choices reflected in statutes. In prior articles, I 
have recounted my life experiences growing up 
in the Dominican Republic, where for decades 
the caprice of those in power passed for justice. 
To prevent the United States from backsliding 
into tyranny, we must recognize that a key pillar 
of our democracy is a strong and independent 
judiciary that does not respond to individual po-
litical calls but to the law.

To be a judge is to occupy a position of public 
trust. As a judge, my primary objective has been 
to dispense justice without fear or favor, and as 
Presiding Justice of this remarkable institution, I 
have endeavored to do that while ensuring that 
justice is administered as efficiently as possible. 
It has been a privilege to serve my fellow New 
Yorkers and all who do business in our Court.

As I prepare to depart, perhaps it would be 
useful to review some of the work my colleagues 
and I have undertaken and accomplished in re-
cent years.

Significantly, we have endeavored to bring 
the Court into the 21st century. Although ours 
had long been regarded as the preeminent in-
termediate appellate court in the country, we 
were behind the times to some extent, partic-
ularly with regard to our technology and public 
access to court proceedings. So, in roughly six 
years, we have earnestly focused on moderniz-
ing our operations by, for example, livestreaming 
oral arguments, launching a new case-manage-
ment system, and virtualizing nearly all of our 
systems in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
I am proud of the work that we have done and 
grateful to all who contributed to it.

Readers may recall that, shortly after I took the 
helm at the Court in May 2017, we began lives-
treaming oral arguments for the first time. While 
this was a welcome development inasmuch as 
it expanded public access to court proceedings, 
we soon found ourselves in a technological crisis 
when our decades-old computer servers began 
to fail. To compound the problem, our antiquat-
ed database required emergency maintenance 
on a regular basis. To tackle these issues, I insti-
tuted a three-month emergency action plan, in 
tandem with the exceptional staff at the Unified 
Court System’s Division of Technology and Court 
Research. Thankfully, we were able to “right the 
ship,” and by early 2018 we had stabilized our 
servers and adopted a brand-new helpdesk tick-
eting system to provide timely IT assistance to all 
staff. Moreover, we launched our state-of-the-art 
case-management system in 2019, after a long 
slog that required an iterative customization 
process and a massive migration of data. The 
new system has enabled us to track our caseload 
and discover trends with more exacting detail 
than ever before. And, while it may not sound 
like much to outsiders, we took on the difficult 
task of transitioning from Corel WordPerfect to 
Microsoft Word, which was completed in August 
2020; in the process, we took the opportunity to 
revamp the format of our published writings to 
give them a more modern look.

Most recently on the technological front, 
we quickly and adeptly transitioned to a vir-
tual court model – what I termed AD1 2.0 – in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic. I want to 
congratulate our IT Department who worked 
tirelessly to make that transition as seamless as 
possible by implementing and training staff on 
new technologies, and our Justices and non-ju-
dicial staff who had to adapt to those technolo-

gies with little advance notice. I am gratified that, 
as I have noted in previous articles, we were able 
to maintain our efficiency throughout the pan-
demic thanks to the help of everyone involved.

Beyond technological innovation, we have 
endeavored to improve the institution and 
appellate practice in other ways. For example, 
after listening to members of the bar, we insti-
tuted a pilot program whereby we reduced the 
timeframe within which to perfect interlocuto-
ry appeals from six months to four months, for 
appeals from the Commercial Division of the 
Supreme Court in which the issues on appeal 
relate exclusively to discovery disputes. Fur-
thermore, we first required e-filing of certain 
case types in March 2018, and since July 2020, 
we have mandated e-filing in all matters before 
the First Department, except for original special 
proceedings and attorney matters. And, to pro-
vide sorely needed support to self-represented 
litigants, we will soon be launching a pilot pro-
gram named the Pro Bono Civil Appeals Project. 
Authorized by the Court and run by the New 
York County Lawyers Association (NYCLA), the 
Pro Bono Civil Appeals Project will provide free 
legal representation to eligible litigants who 
cannot afford a lawyer and have certain types 
of appeals in the Appellate Division, First Judicial 
Department. Details about this pilot program 

Hon. Rolando T. Acosta

https://history.nycourts.gov/biography/bernard-botein/
https://history.nycourts.gov/biography/bernard-botein/
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will soon be posted on the Court’s website as 
well as that of NYCLA.

As I reported in 2020, we created the Court’s 
first-ever Anti-bias Committee and named As-
sociate Justice Dianne T. Renwick its inaugural 
chair, after the murder of George Floyd, the 
global movement that followed, and former 
Secretary of Homeland Security Jeh Johnson’s 
sobering report on the state of equal justice 
in the New York State Unified Court System. 
Among other things, the Anti-bias Committee 
has organized staff trainings on implicit bias, 
reviewed the Court’s internal policies on report-
ing and addressing workplace discrimination, 
and evaluated whether the Court’s historical 
artwork and architecture ought to be contex-
tualized to further inclusivity and the cause of 
justice.

The latter endeavor resulted in the Represen-
tation of Justice Initiative, a sustained effort to 
add to and contextualize the Court’s existing 
art, which has remained essentially unchanged 
since the court opened its doors more than a 
century ago. To launch this project, the Court 
(through the Anti-bias Committee’s Subcommit-
tee on AD1 History and Art, co-chaired by Jus-
tice Renwick and Justice Peter H. Moulton) en-
gaged in a groundbreaking collaboration with 
the Madison Square Park Conservancy, world-re-
nowned artist Shahzia Sikander, and the Court’s 
Representation of Justice Initiative Advisory Pan-
el (co-chaired by Hon. Jonathan Lippman and 
Alan Levine and composed of leaders from the 
bar) to install a stunning sculpture on the roof-
top of the historic courthouse at 27 Madison 
Avenue in Manhattan.

The sculpture, titled NOW, is a golden female 
figure emerging from a lotus flower, which sits 
on the formerly empty plinth on the court-
house roof and joins the nine statues of male 
“lawgivers” who occupy the other platforms. 
Although some have questioned the appro-
priateness of the sculpture or suggested that 
it is in some way political, I want to emphasize 
that the Court does not endorse any political 
viewpoint expressed by the artist or others on 
the meaning of the artwork. The sculpture was 
installed to be aesthetically intriguing and to il-
lustrate a simple point: that women deserve to 
be on equal footing with men, accorded equal 
justice, and recognized for their contributions 
to the development of the law as judges, law-
yers, litigants, and citizens. I am proud of what 
it represents.

To improve the work-lives of those at the 
Court, I also created the AD1 Wellness Commit-
tee, co-chaired by Justice Tanya R. Kennedy and 
Principal Appellate Court Attorney Alan R. Gray, 
Esq. This Committee has also been doing excel-
lent work, organizing seminars on wellness and 
mindfulness for all staff and marshaling resourc-

es on these topics to foster a workplace that 
contributes to the well-being of our colleagues.

Along with the above undertakings, we nev-
er lost sight of our primary goal of dispensing 
justice fairly and in a timely fashion. As I have 
previously reported in my annual State of the 
First Department articles, since 2020, we have 
started the September term with zero pending 
appeals (i.e., appeals that have been argued but 
not yet decided). In addition, we shortened our 
average argument-to-publication timeframe 
(i.e., the time it takes between oral argument of 
an appeal and a published decision) to 31 days 
for appeals disposed of in 2021, the quickest av-
erage turnaround time in a decade. For appeals 
disposed of in 2022, we maintained a short av-
erage publication timeframe of 32 days. I am 
hopeful that practitioners and litigants in the 
First Department will join us in celebrating these 
developments.

President Barack Obama once likened the role 
of government to navigating a large nautical 
vessel. He said, “Sometimes the task of govern-
ment is to make incremental improvements or 
try to steer the ocean liner two degrees north 
or south so that, ten years from now, sudden-
ly we’re in a very different place than we were” 
(Adam Gopnik, President Obama Speaks His Mind, 
The New Yorker, May 23, 2016). That has been 
my experience as well. It is tremendously chal-
lenging to effect change in any large institution, 
but in the last five or so years, I believe we have 
made some key improvements that will put the 
Court in a position to continue to advance over 
the next several decades.

I am keenly aware that the aforementioned 
achievements are not mine alone; there are 
so many people who keep our Court running 
efficiently and deserve the accolades I often 
receive. Therefore, I would like to extend my 

heartfelt gratitude to all of the staff at the Court 
and our auxiliary agencies, who work diligently 
every day to serve the people of our great State. 
In particular, I would like to thank my core exec-
utive staff, Clerk of the Court Susanna M. Rojas 
and Chief of Staff Adam B. Horowitz, who have 
aided me in steering the ship, and my Principal 
Law Clerk, Rosali Vazquez, who, along with Mr. 
Horowitz, have often made me sound smarter 
than I am.

Additionally, I am grateful to my colleagues 
on the bench (current and retired), some of 
whom have mentored me in my earlier years 
as an Associate Justice, others who have given 
me counsel in my role as Presiding Justice, and 
those who have challenged me to do better or 
simply made working here more enjoyable.

All of these dedicated public servants – as 
well as the appellate bar and litigants for whom 
we always strive to do justice – make the Ap-
pellate Division, First Department, the distin-
guished institution that it is. I am confident that, 
going forward, the Court remains in very good 
hands.

The New York Bar Foundation

The New York Bar Foundation plays an important role in ensuring access to justice in New 
York State. Your generous support makes it possible for the New York Bar Foundation to 
provide support to legal services organizations, nonprofits, bar associations and other 
charitable initiatives, and offers the bench and the bar an opportunity invest in their own 
community. 

Please join the efforts of the many law firms, individuals and corporations that have 
generously contributed to The New York Bar Foundation by making a gift online  
at www.tnybf.org/donation

For further information, please contact Foundation Executive, Deborah A. Auspelmyer, at  
(518) 487-5650 or at dauspelmyer@tnybf.org. 

http://www.tnybf.org/donation/
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WANT TO IMPROVE CIVIL JUSTICE IN NEW YORK? 
LIMIT INTERLOCUTORY APPEALS.
Hon. Gerald Lebovits is an acting Supreme Court justice in New York County and an adjunct professor at Columbia, 
Fordham, and NYU law schools. He thanks Cole Rosenblum, his judicial extern from Brooklyn Law School, for his 
research.

New York is unique in the United States in 
the breadth of civil interlocutory appeals that 
parties may take as of right – that is, appeals on 
demand from nonfinal orders. Civil Practice Law 
and Rules (CPLR) 5701 permits a party to appeal 
as of right to the Appellate Division any order 
deciding a motion on notice that “involves some 
part of the merits” or “affects a substantial right.”1 
In the words of the late Professor David D. Sie-
gel’s practice treatise, “these two provisions act 
like enormous magnets . . . drawing in so much” 
that it is easier to identify those interlocutory or-
ders that may not be appealed than to list those 
that may.2 

The result has been to produce immense 
docket pressure on the four departments of the 
Appellate Division. In 2019, for example, before 
the advent of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Ap-
pellate Division decided 6,585 civil appeals after 
argument or submission – 3,055 of those (or 
more than 46%) decided by the Appellate Divi-
sion, Second Department, alone.3 This volume 
of civil appeals necessarily reduces the amount 
of time a reviewing court can consider each ap-
peal. This caseload burden also frequently limits 
the ensuing appellate decision to a few un-
signed conclusory paragraphs and unexplained 
citations. Some of these memorandum opinions 
do not make clear to the parties, the lower court, 
or future courts and litigants what the basis was 
for their conclusions or how broadly their hold-
ings apply.

For that matter, the Appellate Division’s exces-
sive caseload makes it not uncommon for civil 
appeals to take years from being noticed to be-
ing decided. These delays undercut one of the 
chief justifications for broadly permitting inter-
locutory appeals, namely obtaining expeditious 
review of an erroneous order issued by a court 
of first instance. And they add to the disruption 
that can occur after trial-court and appellate 
proceedings in a given case have been moving 
on parallel tracks for years.

Allowing for interlocutory appeals as of right 
also contributes to the unusual complexity of 
the jurisdictional provisions governing review 
of lower-court orders by the Court of Appeals.4 
Indeed, under CPLR 5602, the Appellate Division 
can require the Court of Appeals to consider an 
(interlocutory) appeal that the Court of Appeals 
could not itself have chosen to hear.5 

The difficulties caused by a broad interloc-
utory-appeal right have been the subject of 
criticism for the CPLR’s entire 60-year lifespan – 
and even before that. In a 1957 opinion, U.S. Su-
preme Court Justice William Brennan described 
the Civil Practice Act, which preceded the CPLR, 
as “extreme” in the extent to which it required 
the Appellate Division to hear interlocutory ap-
peals.6 And when the CPLR was being drafted, 
the New York Advisory Committee on Practice 
and Procedure expressed displeasure with the 
scope of interlocutory appealability under the 
Civil Practice Act, calling it “a prime source of 
delay and expense in litigation.”7 The Committee 
proposed enumerating some classes of interloc-
utory orders that may be appealed as of right, 
requiring permission for interlocutory appeals 
from other types of orders, and eliminating in-
terlocutory appealability that stems solely from 
orders involving part of the merits or affecting 
a substantial right.8 The Legislature ultimately 
overruled the Committee, leading instead to the 
system of interlocutory appeals that still exists 
today.9

Two well-conducted surveys of sitting and 
recently retired Appellate Division judges have 
found substantial support for curtailing inter-
locutory appeals, with judges expressing con-
cern about burdens on appellate resources, and 
about delays and related hindrances to proceed-
ings in the trial court.10 Judge Jack B. Weinstein, 
who played a crucial role in developing New 
York practice as drafter of and commentator on 
the CPLR,11 noted in a lengthy analysis of rules 
governing appealability that broadly permitting 
interlocutory appeals enables the Appellate Di-
vision to “play[] an active role in supervising the 
pretrial practice since most significant orders be-
come subject to immediate reconsideration on 
appeal.”12 The result, he explained, was “substan-
tial restrictions on the independence of the able 
New York trial bench, delays in final decisions 
and increased costs of litigation.”13 

The problems caused by broad interlocutory 
review in civil actions are clear. There are several 
possible paths to ameliorate those problems.

For example, CPLR 5701 could be rewritten 
to make interlocutory orders appealable only by 
permission when the basis for the appeal is that 
the order involves some part of the merits, af-
fects a substantial right, resolves a discovery-re-

lated issue, grants a motion for leave to reargue, 
or decides a motion for leave to renew.14 And 
the standard for granting leave to appeal should 
be set high, to make clear to courts and litigants 
alike that granting leave to appeal from these 
types of orders should be the exception, not the 
rule.15 One possible variant on this leave-to-ap-
peal approach would be to funnel applications 
for leave to appeal to a single rotating justice of 
the applicable Appellate Division department, 
as is now done for CPLR 5704 requests to review 
ex parte orders.

A sterner measure would be to bar altogether 
interlocutory appeals from the preceding cat-
egories of nonfinal orders. This path would ad-
mittedly work a drastic change in New York civil 
practice. New York’s approach, though, is drasti-
cally out of step with that of other states and the 
federal courts. And the resulting, ever-growing 
problems of clogged appellate courts and tri-
al-court delays call for major reform. To be clear, 
even eliminating interlocutory appeals from 
nonfinal orders would not make those orders 
unchallengeable, so long as those orders “nec-
essarily affect[] the final judgment.”16 It would in-
stead delay challenges to nonfinal orders to the 
end of litigation in the trial court.17

Hon. Gerald Lebovits
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Endnotes
1 CPLR 5701 (a) (2) (iv)–(v). For discussions of interloc-

utory appeals, see Adrienne B. Koch, Back to Basics: 
A Primer on the Appealability of Interlocutory Orders, 
NYLJ, Feb. 14, 2023 at 10, col. 1 (describing New York’s 
approach to interlocutory appealability as “so liberal 
that it is common to assume that just about any 
order of the Supreme Court will be appealable ‘as of 
right,’” and noting some exceptions to this principle); 
Thomas R. Newman & Steven J. Ahmuty Jr., Appeals 
from Nonfinal Orders, N.Y.L.J., Sept. 6, 2006 at 26, col. 
3 (noting that “New York is extremely generous in 
permitting litigants to take interlocutory appeals, as 
of right, to the Appellate Division”).

2 In the current edition of the treatise, this statement 
appears in § 526 of David D. Siegel & Patrick M. Con-
nors, New York Practice (6th ed., Dec. 2022 update). 
The most important type of unappealable interlocu-
tory order is one issued in an article 78 proceeding. 
See CPLR 5701 (b) (1).

Regardless of the precise means chosen, it is 
time for the Legislature to implement tangible 
solutions to the problems caused by the broad 
availability in New York of appeals from interloc-
utory orders in civil cases. Doing so requires no 
constitutional change. All that is needed is for 
the Legislature to amend the CPLR. 

3 Author’s calculations based on N.Y. State Unified Ct. 
Sys. 2019 Annual Report at 34, available at https://
www.nycourts.gov/legacypdfs/19_UCS-Annual_Re-
port.pdf (last visited Feb. 14, 2023).

4 See CPLR art. 56.

5 Compare CPLR 5602 (a) (1) and (b) (1).

6 La Buy v. Howes Leather Co., 352 U.S. 249, 268 (1957) 
(Brennan, J., dissenting).

7 David Scheffel, Note, Interlocutory Appeals in New York: 
Time Has Come for a More Efficient Approach, 16 Pace 
L Rev 607, 609–610 (1996), citing Advisory Comm on 
Practice & Procedure in New York, Second Preliminary 
Report 117 (1958) (Second Preliminary Report). 

8 Id. at 611–612, citing Second Preliminary Report at 
117–120.

9 Id. at 612–613.

10 Id. at 634–637, citing Robert MacCrate et al., Appel-
late Justice in New York 129–133 (1982) (the Scheffel 
and MacCrate studies). 

11 Weinstein, Korn & Miller, New York Civil Practice: CPLR 
(2d ed., Apr. 2022 update).

12 Nat’l Asbestos Workers Med. Fund v. Philip Morris, Inc., 71 
F. Supp. 2d 139, 150 (E.D.N.Y. 1999).

13 Id.

14 An order denying a motion for leave to reargue is not 
appealable at all. See CPLR 5701 (a) (2) (viii).

15 This would still be more permissive than the 
federal rule governing interlocutory appeals. See 
28 USC § 1292 (b) (permitting a court of appeals to 
choose to hear an appeal from a nonfinal order if the 
district court has certified in writing that the order 
“involves a controlling question of law as to which 
there is substantial ground for difference of opinion 
and that an immediate appeal from the order may 
materially advance the ultimate termination of the 
litigation”). 

16 CPLR 5501 (a) (1).

17 One possible way to ease the transition away from 
broad interlocutory appealability would be to include 
some version of the federal collateral-order doctrine, 
which permits appeals from non-final orders that are 
conclusive on the issue that they address, resolve 
important questions separate from the merits, and 
are effectively unreviewable on appeal from final 
judgment. See Mohawk Indus., Inc. v Carpenter, 558 US 
100, 106 (2009).
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An Intern’s Story: Turning Tragedy into Life’s Purpose
By: Hon. Marcia P. Hirsch, Judge of the Court of Claims

Hon. Marcia P. Hirsch

Every year, judges receive many requests for 
student interns to work in our chambers and 
courtrooms. These requests come from law 
schools, colleges, universities, bar associations, 
community organizations, colleagues, and 
students themselves. We screen applications, 
writing samples, and conduct interviews. Ulti-
mately, many interns are accepted, they work 
with us for a summer or a semester, and they 
move on. Some stay in touch and we become 
mentors and friends as they share news of jobs, 
professional achievements, marriages, babies, 
etc. Some contact us after law school when 
they need us to complete bar admission paper-
work concerning their past internships. Some, 
we never hear from again. Do you ever wonder 
what happens to these interns?

Allow me to tell you about my re-connection 
with an intern from the past. It has truly made 
an impact on me and has caused me to re-eval-
uate the profound connection and meaningful 
role that we as judges may have on our interns - 
even years after the internship experience - and 
what we can learn from them.

In April, I was working in chambers when I 
received a phone call from Michelle Barnes-An-
derson, one of my college interns from 2009, 
who was placed with me through the Ronald 
H. Brown Law School Prep Program at St. John’s 
University School of Law. We had not stayed in 
touch, so I was interested to hear what she was 
doing.

She told me that she graduated from John Jay 
College of Criminal Justice, received a Masters 
Degree in Public Administration in 2010, en-
rolled in another Masters program for Criminal 
Justice, all while working full time at the New 
York City Department of Small Business Services 
and raising her teenage son. She never went to 
law school as she planned when she was my in-
tern, but her life took a different turn.

I listened quietly as Michelle told me that 
she greatly admired the work that I did with 
our treatment court participants because we 
changed lives in a positive way. Then came “the 
ask.” Would I be willing to come and speak at an 
event in Brooklyn that she helped organize with 
Not Another Child.org on May 7, 2022 (the day 
before Mother’s Day) for 60 local mothers who 
lost their children to gun violence? She then 
stated that she was one of those Moms. Her 
27-year-old son, Melquain Jatelle Anderson was 
fatally shot while standing at a bus stop on Oc-
tober 25, 2017. Sadly, his only child, Melkenzye 
Anderson, was born on December 11, 2017. Not 
only did Michelle have to grieve for her son, but 

she also had to help raise his daughter. She said 
that Mother’s Day weekend was always difficult 
for these moms, so this event, titled “A Mother’s 
Heart,” gave them an opportunity to bond over 
lunch and share the happy memories of their 
children.

Of course, I said “Yes.” Michelle was excited 
to learn that we had just started a new gun 
diversion accountability court for 18–24 year 
olds here in Queens, and she wanted me to talk 
about this and the other problem-solving courts 
over which I presided.

I arrived at the Brooklyn loft space on that 
rainy Saturday afternoon, a little nervous about 
what I could possibly say to these Moms. The 
room was beautifully decorated with balloons 
and candles. Then I saw it – A long table where 
60 women sat, all beautifully dressed in white, 
with 8”x10” silver-framed photos of the children 
they lost. I was warmly greeted by Michelle and 
told that I would follow Senator Chuck Schumer, 
who was speaking about the need for mean-
ingful gun legislation. On the stage, behind the 
speaker, was a beautiful collage of the photos 
of the children who died. When it was my turn 
to speak, I told them about our gun diversion 
program, and invited them to come to our first 
graduation in 2023. I told them that I did not 
want any more moms to experience the loss of 
their children. This group did not need any more 
members.

Allow me to get back to my intern’s story and 
what she has done in the face of great personal 
tragedy. In her own words, she said,

I am dedicated to breathing life into my 
son’s name through his name sake orga-
nization Melquain Jatelle Anderson Foun-
dation (MJAF). Currently, I have a Reading 
& Mentor Program at Crossroads Juvenile 
Detention Center. We pair the participants 
with young adult College Mentors and they 
read urban books then journal to express 
their similarities and differences in the book 
and each other. I provide scholarships to 
high school and college students affected 
by gun violence. I have two support groups 
for families of gun violence victims – one 
for mothers called “Phoenix Mothers” and 
one for siblings/cousins/friends/children 
called “Silence is Loud”.

I just want to save lives through education 
and mental support because mental ill-
ness is an unspoken illness in the black and 
brown communities that trickle down to 
hurt/hate leading to gun violence. I hope 

to actually open up a facility where I can 
help so much more in the community and 
give our youth/young adults a place to 
come to for encouragement and support.

I also learned that Michelle wrote a children’s 
book titled The Sky Has Caring Eyes as a way of 
teaching her granddaughter about her father 
and how much he would love her, even though 
he was “now living in the sky.”  

Michelle and I stay in touch now and she was 
excited to learn that I would be telling her story 
in the Judicial Dispatch.

In closing, please remember that the intern 
you welcome into your chambers may go on to 
do great things in the legal community or be-
yond, and fostering those connections is price-
less.
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U.S. Senator Chuck Schumer and Hon. Marcia P. Hirsch

Hon. Marcia P. Hirsch and  her former intern Michelle 
Barnes-Anderson

Hon. Marcia P. Hirsch addresses mothers who lost their 
children on May 7, 2022 at an event organized by Not Another 
Child.org
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A Tribute to Hon. Angela A. Mazzarelli -
The indelible legacy of the Appellate Division’s longest 
serving female Associate Justice
By: Hon. Sallie Manzanet-Daniels, Associate Justice, Appellate Division, First Department

Happy Retirement to our Past Presiding Members:
Hon. Angela Mazzarelli & Hon. Michelle Weston

Hon. Angela A. Mazzarelli 
Presiding Member 2006–07

Justice Mazzarelli is currently the longest serv-
ing Associate Justice to this honorable court, 
having dedicated the last 29 years of her exem-
plary judicial career here in the Appellate Divi-
sion, First Department.

Her journey began in the public schools of 
Southboro, Massachusetts and she went on to 
pursue her undergraduate studies at Brandeis 
University, where she graduated with honors. 
Thereafter, Justice Mazzerelli came to New York 
and earned her Juris Doctor from Columbia Uni-
versity School of Law in 1971, where she served 
as a teaching fellow. 

Justice Mazzarelli began her legal career as a 
Legal Services Lawyer in the South Bronx where 
she represented the indigent in the Housing and 
Family Courts. Thereafter, she served as a law as-
sistant and later as Principal Law Clerk for over 
seven years in the Civil Term of Manhattan Su-
preme Court. Prior to ascending to the bench, 
she entered private practice specializing in civil 
litigation.

And while I am certain that she was an excel-
lent attorney and advocate, her lasting legacy is, 
without a doubt, her extraordinary service as a 
Judge in our great state.

Justice Mazzarelli has been a trailblazer and 
has shattered many a glass ceiling. She is the 
first Italian American woman in every court she 
has served in, beginning with her election to the 
Civil Court in 1985 and to the Supreme Court in 
1992 and her appointment to the Appellate Di-
vision in 1994.

Her appointment by Governor Mario M. Cuo-
mo to the Appellate Division, First Department 
in December 1994, also marked the elevation of 
the second woman ever appointed to an appel-
late court, joining the Hon. Betty Weinberg Eller-
in. After the retirement of Judge Ellerin in 2005, 
Justice Mazzarelli served as the sole woman As-
sociate Justice to this court until other women 
justices were elevated to the court beginning in 
2008. 

The depth and breadth of her experience is 
truly extraordinary. During her tenure on the 
Appellate Division, First Department (or AD1) as 
it is affectionately known, Justice Mazzarelli sat 
on approximately 17,500 appeals, served with 
fifty-six different appellate colleagues and nine  
successive Presiding Justices of this honorable 
court. 

In addition to her work on the court, Justice 
Mazzarelli has also been an active leader of the 
bench and bar, serving in a myriad of capacities 
over her long and distinguished career. It would 
be impossible to fully capture the extent of her 
dedication, but the following is a sampling of 
her exceptional service:

• Member of the NYS Commission on Foren-
sic Science and the NYS Commission on 
Judicial Conduct; 

• President of the Association of Justices of 
the Supreme Court of the State of New York 
in 1997; 

• Member of the Board of Directors of the 
National Organization of Italian American 
Women;

• Chair of the Executive Committee of the 
Board of Trustees of the Practicing Law In-
stitute (having served as a trustee for over 
twenty years);

• Co-Vice Chair and Member of the NY Pat-
tern Jury Instructions Committee (having 
served for over ten years).

As a part of her extrajudicial service, Justice 
Mazzarelli has also been active in organizing 
many educational programs for the community 
at large, lawyers, and other judges. She served as 
a frequent panelist and speaker on issues con-
cerning appellate practice, the Italian American 
community, and women. 

Hence, in keeping with these impressive con-
tributions, it should be no surprise that Justice 
Mazzarelli has been recognized many times for 
her exceptional service over her long-distin-
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guished career. Most notably, she was bestowed 
the Rapallo Award from the Columbian Lawyers 
Association, the President’s Award from the New 
York Women’s Bar Association, the Golda Meir 
Award from the Jewish Lawyers Guild, and the 
Distinguished Service Award from the New York 
State Association of Supreme Court Justices, to 
name just a few.

However, it is the impact she had on her col-
leagues that will cement her legacy most. The 
institutional memory and guidance she so gen-
erously shared with those of us blessed enough 
to have our tenure overlap with hers is the true 
gift she leaves behind for the ages; for it is a gift 
that shall continue giving.

At the Appellate Division, First Department, 
it is the custom of our court to celebrate a col-
league’s last sitting with a personal tribute de-
livered by the Justice Presiding. On October 20, 
2022, on the occasion of Justice Mazzarelli’s last 
appellate sitting before her anticipated retire-
ment at the end of the calendar year, I had the 
good fortune to deliver that tribute. And while 
the above recitation provides a basic sense of 
this incredible woman, I am compelled to again 
share the personal message I delivered that day:

Angela Mazzarelli is the heart and soul of 
this court. She is our historian, our protector, 

our counselor and most importantly she is 
a member of our family. To say that she will 
leave a tremendous void in this Court – is an 
understatement of gargantuan proportions. 
Her impending departure, at the end of this 
year, brings us all great sadness as we antic-
ipate how sorely she will be missed. 

For me, it simply won’t be the same without 
her.

I know that I am not alone in saying that I 
have so appreciated her jovial spirit, her won-
derful smile, her sage advice, her kind words 
of encouragement and the warm and full 
embrace you receive from her, just when you 
need it most. I will forever be grateful for how 
you took me under your wing, showed me the 
ropes, guided me through the landmines and 
helped grow me into a better appellate judge. 

We pray that you enjoy in good health your 
most deserved retirement and great success 
in all the endeavors you choose to pursue. On 
behalf of our Presiding Justice Rolando Acos-
ta, your colleagues and the entire AD1 family 
– we salute you! 

Brava, my sister, Brava!

Lawyer Assistance  
Program

The Lawyer Assistance  
Program Hotline
Provided to members seeking assistance with depression, 
anxiety, burnout, alcohol or drug related concerns, and 
other mental health issues
• Free confidential service 
• Up to four free counseling sessions a year

Call 877.772.8835
NYSBA.ORG/LAP
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A Tribute to Hon. Michelle J. Weston – 
The consummate mentor, colleague, confidant, 
teacher, and friend
By Hon. Dena E. Douglas, Justice of the Supreme Court, Kings County

Stating that serving as a Jurist is the highest 
honor of her career, Justice Michelle Weston 
(ret.), a Trinidadian American jurist in Brooklyn, 
says she was privileged to serve and represent 
her community. Justice Michelle Weston has 
served as an Associate Justice of the Appellate 
Term for the Second, Eleventh, and Thirteenth 
Districts, from April 1993 through her retirement 
in December 2022. Justice Weston had the pro-
found distinction of serving as the Court’s first 
Black female justice in the Appellate Term. 

Justice Weston’s judicial career began in June 
1989, when she was appointed to the New York 
City Criminal Court by Major Ed Koch. In 1990, 
she became the first African American woman 
elected to Supreme Court in the Second Judicial 
District. Justice Weston served in Criminal Term 
until February 1995, when she was assigned 
to the Civil Term of Supreme Court. Through-
out her career Justice Weston presided over a 
broad spectrum of cases, including matrimonial, 
guardianship and medical malpractice actions.

There are many unknown stories about Jus-
tice Weston and the impact she had both on 
and off the bench. One of those stories is the 
little-known connection between me and Jus-
tice Weston. As a young Caribbean American 
attorney early in my career I would often share 
my courtroom experiences with my family, one 
was my appearances before Justice Weston. Un-
beknownst to me I learned the judge whom I ad-

mired and who dispensed 
justice with integrity was 
my former Headstart 
teacher. Once we made 
the connection, Justice 
Weston and I would often 
discuss the unlikely occur-
rence that our interaction 
many years ago would 
bring us to a full circle mo-
ment. The mentor-men-
tee seed was planted 
when I was in Headstart 
continued through the 
early years of my legal ca-
reer and grew as I turned 
from student to colleague 
when I took the bench in 
2007. Justice Weston is the 
consummate mentor, col-
league, confidant, teacher, 
and friend.

As a leader Justice Weston often sharded her 
mission to ensure traditionally underrepresent-
ed groups have a presence. The Judge knew 
that she stood on the shoulders of those who 
came before her, and she then became a shoul-
der for the next generation of aspiring women 
jurists of color. Her number one piece of advice 
is to respect others. Respect entails: Respect for 
the institutions you are serving; Respect for your 

Thank you, Justice Weston, for your many years of dedicated service to the judicial community, 
the county of Kings, the Caribbean community and the entire city and state of New York. I look 
forward to your continued mentorship and service as you enjoy the next phase of your journey.

Hon. Dena E. Douglas

Hon. Michelle J. Weston
Presiding Member 1997–98

peers and the people throughout the organiza-
tion; and finally, Respect for the communities 
and people you engage with by uplifting and 
empowering them.

Throughout the years as I shared my story 
with colleagues and friends, I would often no-
tice a common thread of their interaction with 
Justice Weston. I asked a few to share one word 
to describe Justice Michelle Weston, their com-
ments are listed below. 
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Section Members and Member Associations at Work

Hon. Vincent Del Giudice, President of the Court of Claims Association, gives opening remarks 
at the Association’s 2022 Fall Conference

Hon. Barbara R. Kapnick, President of the Association of Justices of the Supreme Court of the 
State of New York (AJSCSNY), presides over a 9-11 Ceremony held at The Sagamore during the 
Association’s 2022 Fall Conference

Women Justices at the AJSCSNY 2022 Fall Conference

AJSCSNY Immediate Past President Hon. Carmen R. Velasquez is recognized for her service at 
the Fall 2022 Conference

AJSCSNY Past Presidents at the Association’s 2022 Fall Conference

October 6, 2022 – NAWJ-NY Hispanic Heritage Month event – Entre Nosotras: An Intimate 
Roundtable with the Latina Judges of the Appellate Courts – coordinated by NAWY-NY Vice 
Presidents Hon. Joanne D. Quiñones (Court of Claims) and Hon. Llinét M. Rosado (Supreme 
Court, Bronx County); moderated by Hon. Jenny Rivera (Court of Appeals); and featuring 
panelists Hon. Sallie Manzanet-Daniels (AD1), Hon. Betsy Barros (AD2), Hon. Lizbeth 
Gonzalez (AD1), and Hon. Helen Voutsinas (AD2)
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Section Members and Member Associations at Work

Hon. Richard E. Sise, Presiding Judge of the Court of Claims, welcomes members of 
the Court to the 2022 Fall Conference at The Otesaga in Cooperstown

Members of the Court of Claims Class of 2022 at the Court of Claims Fall Conference in Cooper-
stown, NY. (l-r): Hon. Tim Lewis; Hon. Maureen M. Heitner; Hon. Zainab Chaudhry; Hon. 
Joanne D. Quiñones; Hon. Stephanie Saunders; Hon. Stephen Miller; Hon. Anthony 
Brindisi; Hon. Michael Siragusa

Hon. Jill Konviser presents a CLE program to fellow Court of Claims Judges at the Court of Claims annual conference on October 12, 2022

Members of the Judicial Friends Association at the 42nd Annual Law Sermon held on October 29, 
2022 at the Hanson Place Seventh-Day Adventists Church in Brooklyn, New York

January 14, 2023 – The Latino Judges Association launches “The LJA History Project” – a 
documentary film chronicling the history of Latino Judges in New York State – at CUNY-Lehman 
College, Lovinger Theater in the Bronx
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Section Members and Member Associations at Work

LJA History Project Committee Co-Chairs Hon. Sallie Manzanet Daniels (left) and Hon. Wilma Guzman (right) provide 
opening remarks at the debut of “The LJA History Project”

AJSCSNY Treasurer Hon. Nancy Quinn Koba

Incoming AJSCSNY President Hon. Mary M. Farley presenting plaque of gratitude to Outgoing AJSCSNY Hon. President Barbara R. Kapnick at the Association’s annual breakfast meeting on 
January 20, 2023

Members of the New York Chapter of the National Association of Women Judges at their annual 
meeting held on January 20, 2023 at the New York Hilton

Hon. Shirley Troutman, Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin and Hon. Marcia P. Hirsch at the 
NAWJ-NY annual meeting
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…. and Play

Hon. Zainab Chaudhry (Court of Claims); Hon. Lillian Wan (Appellate Division, Second De-
partment); Hon. Javier E. Vargas (Court of Claims); and Hon. Soma Syed (Civil Court, Queens 
County) at the 14th Annual Leadership Awards Reception of the South Asian Bar Association of 
New York held on September 10, 2022

AJSCSNY President Hon. Barbara R. Kapnick (center) with Queens County elected Justices

Jasmine I. Valle, Esq., Hon. Barbara R. Kapnick, Hon. Lourdes M. Ventura and Hon. Troy K. 
Webber at the AJSCSNY 2022 Fall Conference

Members of the Latino Judges Association at the Puerto Rican Bar Association Gala held on 
September 29, 2022 at Giando on the Water in Brooklyn, New York

October 3, 2023 – Javier Ortiz, Esq.; Hon. Edwin Novillo; Hon. Patria Frias-Colón; Hon. 
Joanne D. Quiñones; Hon. Diego A. Freire; and Natoya L. McGhie, Esq. with performers at 
the Kings County District Attorney’s Hispanic Heritage Month event

Hon. Matthew F. Cooper (ret.) and Jasmine I. Valle, Esq. at the AJSCSNY 2022 Fall Conference
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Hon. Abena Darkeh, Hon. Sharen Hudson and Hon. Guy H. Mitchell at the annual dinner 
of the Association of Criminal Court Judges on October 6, 2022

Members of the Franklin H. Williams Judicial Commission at the 65th Annual New York Emmy 
Awards on October 8, 2022 where the FHW documentary “A Bridge to Justice: The Life of 
Franklin H. Williams” was nominated for the Documentary – Historical category. (l-r) Nadine 
Johnson, Esq.; Dr. Betty Campbell (Commissioner of Jurors, Westchester County); Hon. Richard 
Rivera (FHW Co-Chair); Hon. Troy K. Webber (FHW Co-Chair); Hon. Joanne D. Quiñones; 
Mary Lynn Nicolas-Brewster, Esq. (Executive Director); and Karlene A. Dennis, Esq. (Assistant 
Deputy Counsel)

Hon. Richard Rivera, Hon. Troy K. Webber and Hon. Joanne D. Quiñones at the 65th 
Annual New York Emmy Awards

Hon. Debra L. Givens, Hon. Marcia P. Hirsch and Hon. Albert Lorenzo at the 2022 Court of 
Claims Conference

Court of Claims Judges enjoying a golf game during the 2022 Court of Claims Judges Conference

NAWJ-NY Board Members (l-r) Hon. Debra L. Givens (Buffalo); Hon. Joanne D. Quiñones 
(Brooklyn); and Hon. Marcia P. Hirsch (Queens) sport their NAWJ-NY fusion jackets at the 
October 2022 Court of Claims Conference in Cooperstown, NY
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Hon. Richard Sise, Presiding Judge of the Court of Claims, presents the Rodenbeck Cup to Hon. David Sampson, the winner of 
the annual Court of Claims golf tournament. Judge Sampson is sporting the Michalski Madras, the sport jacket of the late Hon. 
John Michalski, which several years prior, Judge Michalski had taken off and placed on that year’s golf champion. From that year 
forward, the Michalski Madras has been placed on the shoulders of the golf tournament’s winner.

Hon. Alicia Gerez and Hon. Linda K. Mejias-Glover visit 
the National Baseball Hall of Fame during the 2022 Court of 
Claims Judges Conference

Latino Court of Claims Judges at the Fall 2022 Court of Claims 
Judges Conference at The Otesaga front: Hon. Alicia Gerez, 
Hon. Linda K. Mejias-Glover, Hon. Joanne D. Quiñones, 
Hon. Betty Calvo-Torres, Hon. Carmen St. George

back: Hon. Juan Merchan, Hon. Gregory Carro, Hon. 
Walter Rivera, Hon. Ramón E. Rivera, Hon. Fernando 
Camacho

Presiding Judge of the Court of Claims, Hon. Dick Sise, offers hats to those brave enough to participate in the 7AM PJ Plunge into The Otesaga Lake
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Members of Asian American Judges Association of New York, the Judicial Friends Association and 
the Latino Judges Association at the Joint Judicial Social Mixer at Harlem Tavern on November 
1, 2022

Officers of the NYS Association of Acting Supreme Court Justices at the Association’s 1st Annual 
Dinner at Tavern on the Green on November 15, 2022: (l-r) Hon. Bruna DiBiase (Treasurer); 
Hon. Joanne D. Quiñones (Vice President); Hon. Gerald Lebovits (President); and Hon. 
Carmen St. George (Secretary)

Administrative Judges at the NYS Association of Acting Supreme Court Justices Dinner: 
Hon. Hon. Edwina Richardson-Mendelson, Hon. Matthew D’Emic, Hon. Alvin Year-
wood, Hon. Tamiko Amaker, Hon. Donna Golia, Hon. Doris Gonzalez, Hon. George J. 
Silver (ret.), Hon. Deborah A. Kaplan, and Hon. Lawrence Knipel

Hon. Verna L. Saunders, President of the Judicial Friends Association, gives welcoming 
remarks at the 41st Annual Gala of the Judicial Friends Foundation at Giando on the Water on 
November 29, 2022

The Officers of the Judicial Friends Association 

(l-r) Hon. Paul Wooten (Vice President), Hon. Lumarie Maldonado-Cruz (Treasurer); Hon. 
Verna Saunders (President); Hon. Cheryl Gonzales (1st Vice President), and Hon. Seth 
Steed (Secretary)

Hon. Deborah A. Kaplan, Hon. Patria Frias-Coloñ, Hon. Shah Ally, Hon. Edwina 
Richardson-Mendelson, Hon. Myrna Socorro, Hon. Robert Helbock and Hon. Tamiko 
Amaker at the Acting Supreme Court Justices Dinner
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Hon. Kathie Davidson, Hon. Carol Sharpe and Hon. Keri 
Fiore at the Judicial Friends Gala

Hon. Sharon Bourne-Clarke, Hon. Ruth Shillingford 
(ret.) and Hon. Christel Garland at the Judicial Friends Gala

Hon. Craig S. Walker, Hon. Claudia Daniels-DePeyster, Hon. Alvin Yearwood,  
Hon. Joanne D. Quiñones, Hon. Marsha D. Michael, Hon. Kenneth Holder, Hon Sharen 
Hudson, and Hon. Guy H. Mitchell at the Judicial Friends Gala

Hon. Robin K. Sheares, Hon. Sharen D. Hudson, Hon. Lisa Lewis, Hon. Genine D. 
Edwards and Hon. Dweynie E. Paul at the Judicial Friends Gala 

Hon. Yvonne Lewis, Hon. Lewis Douglas, and Hon. Wavny Toussaint at the Judicial Friends 
Gala

Hon. Cenceria P. Edwards, Hon. Ed King and Hon. Lisa S. Ottley at the Judicial Friends Gala

Hon. Kenneth Holder, Hon. Guy H. Mitchell, Hon. Craig 
S. Walker and Hon. Alvin Yearwood at the Judicial Friends 
Gala
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Hon. Vincent Del Giudice, President of the Court of Claims 
Judges Association, presents Hon. Henry F. Zwack with the 
Court of Claims fleece jacket in recognition of his retirement 
and 70th birthday on December 6, 2022

(l-r) Hon. Marcia P. Hirsch, Hon. Gina M. Lopez- Summa, 
Hon. Maureen Liccione, Hon. Walter Rivera, Hon. Ethan 
Greenberg (ret.), Hon. Jeanette Rodriguez- Morick, Hon. 
Dineen Riviezzo and Hon. Joanne D. Quiñones at the 
Court of Claims Holiday Party

(left) Hon. Gary F. Miret and Hon. Maureen Heitner (right) Hon. Leonard Livote and Hon. 
Joseph Risi at the Court Claims Holiday Party

Women Justices at the 8th JD Supreme Court Judges Holiday Party in December 2022

The Latino Judges Association’s Three Kings Day Celebration held at the Second Department on 
January 6, 2023

Hon. Jeanette Rodriguez-Morick, Hon. Walter Rivera, Hon. Joanne D. Quiñones, and 
Hon. Gary F. Miret at the Court of Claims Holiday Party

Hon. Richard E. Sise, Presiding Judge of the Court of Claims, 
with Hon. Leonard Livote at the Court of Claims Holiday 
Party at Villa Mosconi Ristorante on December 6, 2022
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The Latino Judges Association Board together with Presiding 
Justice Hector D. LaSalle at the LJA Three Kings Day Cele-
bration (l-r) Hon. Enedina Pilar Sanchez, Hon. Consuelo 
Mallafre Melendez, Hon. Wilma Guzman, Hon. Elena 
Goldberg Velasquez, Hon. John Howard-Algarin, PJ Hec-
tor D. LaSalle, Hon. Walter Rivera, Hon. Lourdes M. Ven-
tura, Hon. Joanne D. Quiñones, Hon. Jessica I. Bourbon, 
Hon. Javier E. Vargas, Hon. Llinét M. Rosado

Hon. Marsha D. Michael, Hon. Joanne D. Quiñones and Hon. Cenceria P. Edwards at the annual mid-winter conference of the National Bar Association Judicial Council held in Dubai, UAE in 
January 2023 with a fellow lawyer from Brooklyn, NY
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Hon. Marsha D. Michael and Hon. Joanne D. Quiñones at the Grand Mosque in Abu Dhabi, UAE

Hon. Llinét M. Rosado (Supreme Court, Bronx County), 
Hon. Joanne D. Quiñones (Court of Claims), and Hon. 
Lourdes M. Ventura (Appellate Term, 2nd Dept) at the 
NAWJ-NY Annual Meeting

University of Buffalo Alumnae at the NAWJ-NY Annual Meeting: Hon. Kathy J. King (Supreme Court, Kings County), Hon. E. 
Jeannette Ogden (Appellate Division, 4th Dept), Hon. Bahaati Pitt-Burke (Appellate Division, 1st Dept), Hon. Lourdes M. 
Ventura (Appellate Term, 2nd Dept), and Hon. Shirley Troutman (Court of Appeals)

Union Supreme Court in Abu Dhabi, UAE
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Upcoming Programs/Events of Interest

Women’s History Month 
Programs

The Women Judges Committee of the Women’s Bar Association 
of the State of New York (WBASNY) will be presenting a virtual CLE 
program – From Roe to Dobbs: Where Do We Go From Here – on 
March 22, 2023 from 6-7:30 pm. The panelists include a lifelong 
crusader for reproductive rights, a law professor with extensive work 
on reproductive rights and justice, and an attorney on the front lines 
who will discuss the historical context of Roe v Wade, the future impli-
cation of Dobbs v Jackson, New York State’s passage of the Equal Rights 
Amendment, and what is happening nationally. The program offers 1.5 
CLE credits in professional practice. The cost is free to WBASNY mem-
bers and $40 for non-members. 

The New York Chapter of the National Association of Women Judges 
(NAWJ-NY) will be presenting an in-person program entitled “Con-
stance Baker Motley: The Civil Rights Queen – Why All Women 
Owe Her A Debt of Gratitude” on March 29, 2023 from 5:30 – 8 
pm at the Association of the Bar of the City of New York. Stay 
tuned for details.

 

 

    

SAVE THE DATE! 
Please join us for the  

Asian American Judges Association 
of New York’s  

10th Anniversary Gala  
in celebration of  

Asian American & Pacific Islander 
Month  

Date: May 2, 2023 
Time: starting at 5:30pm 

Location: TBD  
Stay tuned for more information!  

Hon. Joanne D. Quiñones 
JUDGE OF THE COURT OF CLAIMS

AJSC, SUPREME COURT, KINGS COUNTY

Hon. Betsy Barros
 APPELLATE DIVISION,
SECOND DEPARTMENT

TIPS TO AVOID REVERSAL
An Interactive Panel Discussion

Judicial Section

Hon. Jeffrey K. Oing
 APPELLATEDIVISION,
FIRST DEPARTMENT

Hon. Sharon A. M. Aarons
APPELLATE DIVISION,
THIRD DEPARTMENT

Hon. John M. Curran
APPELLATE DIVISION,

FOURTH DEPARTMENT

Hon. Barbara R. Kapnick
 APPELLATE DIVISION,

FIRST DEPARTMENT

MARCH 15, 2023
12:30-2:00 PM via Zoom

PANELISTS

presents

MODERATORPRESIDING MEMBER

FREE FOR SECTION MEMBERS
$25 FOR NON-SECTION MEMBERS
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member  
Highlights

Recognitions and Awards
Congratulations to the following members of the judiciary:

Congratulations to Hon. Patria Frias-Colón, who was presented with the Judicial Excellence Award at the Annual Gala of the Dominican Bar Association 
(DBA) on September 6, 2022.

Members of the Latino Judges Association at the DBA Gala honoring Hon. Patria Frias-Colón (5th from left)

Congratulations to Hon. Lucindo Suarez, who was presented with the Judiciary Excellence Award at the Annual Gala of the Puerto Rican Bar Association 
(PRBA) on September 29, 2022.

Hon. Lucindo Suarez Members of the Latino Judges Association at the 2022 PRBA Gala



32  | NYSBA JUDICIAL DISPATCH  |  WINTER 2023  |  Vol. 10 No. 1

member  
Highlights

Congratulations to Hon. Dineen Riviezzo and Hon. Michele Rodney, who were appointed to the Advisory Committee on Judicial Ethics in October 
2022. 

Congratulations to Hon. Mark D. Cohen, who 
was presented with the 2022 Judicial Achieve-
ment Award on October 11, 2022 at the annual 
conference of the Court of Claims Judges. 

Hon. Richard Sise, Presiding Judge of the Court of Claims, 
presents the 2022 Judicial Achievement Award to Hon. Mark 
D. Cohen

Congratulations to Hon. Alvin M. Yearwood, Administrative Judge, Bronx Supreme Court, Criminal 
Term, who was presented with the President’s Award by the Bronx County Bar Association on Octo-
ber 13, 2022.

Congratulations to Hon. Salliann Scarpulla of the Appellate Division, First Department, who was 
the honoree at the 55th Annual Charles A. Rapallo and Justice Antonin Scalia Award Luncheon held 
on October 14, 2022.

Members of the Judiciary at the 55th Annual Charles A. Rapallo and Justice Antonin Scalia Award Luncheon honoring Appellate 
Division Justice Hon. Salliann Scarpulla (center)

Congratulations to Hon. Hector D. LaSalle, Presiding Justice of the Appellate Division, Second Department and Hon. Walter Rivera, President of the 
Latino Judges Association, who were presented with the El Award 2022 for outstanding service and commitment to the community by the newspaper 
El Diario on October 28, 2022 at a ceremony at the Harvard Club. 

Recipients of El Diario’s 2022 El Award including Hon. Hector D. LaSalle and Hon. Walter Rivera (first row, second and third 
from left)

Hon. Walter Rivera, El Diario’s Gloria Cepin, and Hon. 
Hector D. LaSalle 
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member  
Highlights

Congratulations to Hon. Jonah Triebwasser, who was presented with the Eugene W. Salisbury 2022 Magistrate of the Year Award by the New York State 
Magistrates Association.

Hon. Jonah Triebwasser 
Village and Town of Red Hook Justice

State Magistrates Past President Hon. Harrold Bauman of the Town of Liberty (right)  
presents the 2022 Magistrate of the Year Award to Hon. Jonah Triebwasser

Hon. Paul Wooten

Congratulations to Hon. Paul Wooten, Appel-
late Division, Second Department, who was 
honored with the Myles A. Paige Award on No-
vember 29, 2022 at the 41st Annual Gala of the 
Judicial Friends Association Foundation.

Hon. Laura Taylor Swain

Congratulations to Hon. Laura Taylor Swain, 
Chief United States District Judge for the SDNY, 
who was honored with the Jane Bolin Award on 
November 29, 2022 at the 41st Annual Gala of 
the Judicial Friends Association Foundation.

Hon. Jeanette Ruiz (ret.)

Congratulations to Hon. Jeanette Ruiz (ret.), 
who was presented with the LJA Three Kings 
Day Award on January 6, 2023, in recognition of 
her outstanding leadership, unwavering com-
mitment to the legal community and tireless 
service to the children on New York.
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member  
Highlights

Hon. Barbara R. Kapnick swearing in Hon. Mary M. Farley

Congratulations to Hon. Mary M. Farley, who was sworn in as President of the Association of Justices of the Supreme Court of the State of New York 
(AJSCSNY) on January 20, 2023. Congratulations also to the incoming officers of AJSCNY: Hon. Verna L. Saunders (President-Elect); Hon. Frank Caruso 
(1st Vice President); Hon. Bianka Perez (2d Vice President); Hon. Nancy Quinn Koba (Treasurer); and Hon. Christina L. Ryba (Secretary). 

Hon. Mary M. Farley

AJSCSNY Officers being sworn in at their Annual Meeting on January 20, 2023

AJSCSNY Officers (l-r): Hon. Frank Caruso, Hon. Nancy Quinn Koba, Hon. Mary M. Farley, Hon. Barbara R. Kapnick, Hon. 
Verna L. Saunders, Hon. Christina L. Ryba, and Hon. Bianka Perez

Congratulations to Hon. Deborah H. Karalu-
nas, Past President of AJSCSNY and Past Presid-
ing Member of the Judicial Section, who was 
presented with the Justice Martin Evans Award 
for Judicial Excellence and Outstanding Service 
and Leadership at the annual meeting of the As-
sociation of Justices of the Supreme Court of the 
State of New York on January 20, 2023.

Incoming AJSCSNY President Hon. Mary M. Farley and 
Outgoing AJSCSNY President Hon. Barbara R. Kapnick 
present the Justice Martin Evans Award for Judicial Excellence 
and Outstanding Service and Leadership to Hon. Deborah H. 
Karalunas (center)
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member  
Highlights

Congratulations to Hon. Marcia P. Hirsch, who was installed as President of the New York Chapter of the National Association of Women Judges at the 
Association’s annual meeting on January 20, 2023. Congratulations also to the 2023-2025 Board of NAWJ-NY: Hon. E. Jeannette Ogden (President-Elect); 
Hon. Llinét Rosado (VP 1st Dept); Hon. Joanne D. Quiñones (VP 2nd Dept); Hon. Taneka Frost (VP 3rd Dept); Hon. Debra L. Givens (VP  4th Dept); 
Hon. Wendy C. Li (Secretary); Hon. Debra Silber (Treasurer) and Members at Large: Hon. Lenora Foote-Beavers; Hon. Delores Scott Brathwaite; 
Hon. Christina Ryba; Hon. Wanda Y. Negron and Hon. Lisa M. Fisher.

Hon. Marcia P. Hirsch is installed as President of NAWJ-NY by Court of Appeals Judge Hon. Shirley Troutman

NAWJ-NY Annual Meeting & Installation Ceremony – January 20, 2023 
(l-r): Hon Lisa M. Fisher, Hon. Delores Scott Brathwaite, Hon. Wanda Negron (Members at Large); Hon. Shirley Troutman (Immediate Past President & Installing Officer); Hon. Llinét M. 
Rosado (VP 1st Dept); Hon. E. Jeannette Ogden (President-Elect); Hon. Debra Silber (Treasurer); Hon. Joanne D. Quiñones (VP 2nd Dept); and Hon. Debra L. Givens (VP 4th Dept)
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member  
Highlights

Members of the 2023-2025 NAWJ-NY Board

Congratulations to Hon. Helena Heath (ret.) 
who was appointed as Director of the Office of 
Justice Programs’ Office of Sex Offender Sen-
tencing, Monitoring, Apprehending, Registering, 
and Tracking Office by United States President 
Joe Biden.

Congratulations to Hon. Lenora Foote-Bea-
vers, who was presented with the 2023 IDEA 
(Inclusion Diversity Equity Awareness) Award by 
Buffalo Business First on February 15, 2023.

Congratulations to Hon. Angela M. Mazza-
relli, who will be presented with the Hon. Bet-
ty Weinberg Ellerin Award of Excellence by the 
New York Women’s Bar Association on March 9, 
2023. 

Congratulations to Hon. Karen Wolff, who 
will be presented with the Joan L. Ellenbogen 
Founder’s Award at the 2023 convention of the 
Women’s Bar Association of the State of New 
York (WBASNY).

Congratulations to Hon. Sherri Eisenpress 
who will be presented with the 2023 Judith 
S. Kaye Access to Justice Award at the annual 
WBASNY convention. 
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Appellate Division, Fourth Department
Congratulations to Hon. Mark A. Montour, who was appointed to the Fourth Department by Governor Kathy Hochul on September 29, 2022. “Justice 

Mark Montour is a talented legal mind who brings a thoughtful approach to the justice system,” said Governor Hochul, “I am honored to appoint Justice 
Montour to the Appellate Division, Fourth Department, and I congratulate him on making history as the first Native American justice to serve in this role.”

Congratulations to Hon. E. Jeannette Ogden, who was appointed to the Fourth Department by Governor Kathy Hochul on November 30, 2022. 
Governor Hochul stated, “For nearly 30 years, Justice E. Jeannette Ogden has served as a fair and impartial jurist, upholding the rule of law for the people 
of Western New York. I am honored to appoint Justice Ogden to the Appellate Division, Fourth Department, and am confident she will continue to serve 
with distinction.”

Congratulations to Hon. Donald A. Greenwood who was appointed to the Fourth Department by Governor Kathy Hochul on January 27, 2023.

Appellate Term
Congratulations to Hon. Wavny Toussaint, who was appointed Presiding Justice of the Appellate Term, Second Department for the 2nd, 11th, and 13th 

Judicial Districts in January 2023. Justice Toussaint is the first woman and person of color to hold the position. Additionally with the January 2023 addition 
of three new woman Associate Justices, this marks the first time in the State’s history that the court features an all-woman bench! 

Congratulations to Hon. Marina Mundy, Hon. Lisa J. Ottley, and Hon. Lourdes M. Ventura who were designated as Associates Justices of the 
Appellate Term in January 2023. 

All Woman Appellate Term in the Second DepartmentNew All-Woman Appellate Term in the Second Department 
(l-r) Hon. Lisa S. Ottley, Hon. Cheree A. Buggs, Hon. Wavny Toussaint, Hon. Marina 
Mundy, and Hon. Lourdes M. Ventura
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Administrative and Supervising Judge Appointments

Congratulations to Hon. JaHarr Pridgen who was appointed as Supervising Judge of the City 
Courts for the Eighth Judicial District, effective January 1, 2023.

Congratulations to Hon. Betty Calvo-Torres, who was appointed Supervising Judge of Gene-
see and Wyoming Counties Town & Village Courts, effective January 1, 2023.

Hon. Betty Calvo-Torres, Supervising Judge, Genesee and Wyoming Counties Town & Village Courts Hon. Dweynie E. Paul, Supervising Judge, Kings County, 
Civil Court

 Hon. JaHarr Pridgen, Supervising Judge, 8th JD City Courts

Congratulations to Hon. Dweynie E. Paul, 
who was appointed Supervising Judge of the 
Civil Court of Kings County, effective January 
3, 2023.
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