i
IIII NEW YORK STATE BAR ASSOCIATION

YSBA  One Elk Street, Albany, New York 12207 ¢ PH 518.463.3200  www.nysba.org

Z

Memorandum in Support

COMMITTEE ON ANIMALS AND THE LAW

Animals #16 April 26, 2023
S.4533 By:  Senator Harckham
A.416 By: M. of A. L. Rosenthal
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law

AN ACT to amend the education law, in relation to expanding the requirements for teaching
humane education to secondary school students and provides for the verification of compliance
of such instruction.

LAW AND SECTIONS REFERRED TO: Subdivision 1 of section 809 of the Education Law.

THE COMMITTEE ON ANIMALS AND THE LAW
SUPPORTS THIS LEGISLATION

This bill expands existing requirements for teaching humane treatment and protection of animals
to include publicly funded secondary schools. It requires that every publicly funded secondary
school provide curricula on the humane treatment and protection of animals; the importance
animals play in the economy of nature; the necessity of controlling the proliferation of animals
which are subsequently abandoned and caused to suffer extreme cruelty; principles of kindness
to and respect for animals; and the observance of laws and rules pertaining to the humane
treatment of animals. The bill requires that the Commissioner of Education determine how to
incorporate such instruction into existing curricula and promulgate any regulations needed to
carry out such a determination. It also requires that the Commissioner of Education maintain
records verifying schools’ compliance with the requirement of humane education in both primary
and secondary schools and to make those records publicly available, including on the New York
State Education Department’s website.

Humane education is important to the well-rounded development of children, the next generation
in our society, particularly given the widespread recognition that the way children are taught to
treat animals often lays the groundwork for the way they will learn to interact with others and
their environment more broadly. It teaches students lessons ranging from the importance of
responsible pet ownership - thereby reducing overcrowding in shelters and companion animal
euthanasia - to respect for our planet, which is critically important during this time of
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environmental crisis.! Humane education focuses on universal values of kindness, empathy, and
the importance of treating all living things with respect and compassion.>

Studies have shown that incorporating humane education into school curricula has resulted in
increased feelings of compassion, empathy, kindness, and respect for all forms of life. It is
therefore especially important to extend New York’s existing humane education requirement to
secondary schools given the unprecedented amount violence in America’s schools today.*
Recent studies suggest that teens who abuse animals may be more likely to harm their peers at
school.” In fact, one study found that in an analysis of school shootings from 1988 to 2012, 43%
of the perpetrators had committed acts of animal cruelty at some point prior to the event.®
Humane education fosters empathy and respect for life, which may reduce the likelihood that
students commit violence against others, including their peers.

This bill also adds a requirement that the Commissioner of Education maintain records verifying
schools’ compliance with the law and make those records publicly available, including on the
New York State Education Department’s website. While New York has a long history of
requiring humane education in public schools, many educators remain unaware of the
requirement and do not incorporate it into their curricula.” This bill includes an added layer of
accountability and oversight that is critical to achieve the intent of this legislation, which has
existed for over a century.®
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Finally, it is important to note that this bill does not require New Y ork educators to add another
field of study to their curricula specific to humane education. This bill is written so that teachers
can incorporate the principles of humane education into their existing core curriculum, including
in science, mathematics, and language arts. Additionally, there are a plethora of free resources
for educators to utilize when building these lesson plans.

For the foregoing reasons, the Committee on Animals and the Law SUPPORTS the passage and
enactment of this legislation.



