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Alston & Bird LLP 
Axinn, Veltrop & Harkrider LLP

Barclay Damon LLP 
Ballard Spahr, LLP

Brown Rudnick LLP
  Crowell & Moring LLP

Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP
Dentons LLP

Foley Hoag LLP
Hogan Lovells LLP

Holland & Knight LLP
 Kirkland & Ellis LLP

Linklaters LLP
McCarter & English, LLP

Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP 

Phillips Lytle LLP
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP 

Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP 
Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP

* Law firms with three or more Empire State Counsel®

2022 Participating Firms

Save the Dates !  
2024 PARTNERSHIP CONFERENCE 
Pearls of Wisdom : 30 Years of Partnership Past, Present and Future.

September 25 - 26, 2024
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N E W  Y O R K  S T A T E  B A R  A S S O C I A T I O N

VOLUNTEER FOR  
FREE LEGAL ANSWERS™

Free Legal Answers™ 
•  Online version of a pro bono walk-in clinic model where clients request brief advice 

and counsel about a specific civil legal issue from a volunteer lawyer.

•  Lawyers provide information and basic legal advice without any expectation of long-
term representation. 

•  Increase access to advice and information about non-criminal legal matters to those 
who cannot afford it. 

•  There is no fee for the use of the system or for the advice and information provided 
by the lawyer. 

Sign up to be a volunteer  
Learn more | www.NY.freelegalanswers.org



2022 Empire State Counsel® Outstanding  
Pro Bono Volunteers and Law Firm Honorees 

 
 

Outstanding Pro Bono Volunteers
Anne F. Downey, Esq.

Partner, Harter Secrest & Emery LLP
Wesley R. Powell, Esq.

Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP

Law Firm Honorees
Barclay Damon LLP

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP
Phillips Lytle LLP

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP

Special thank you to the committee co-chairs for selecting this  
year’s award winners.

Committee on Legal Aid
Gretchen Gonzalez, Esq., CEO/Executive Director Erie County Bar Association Volunteer Lawyers Project, Inc.

Abja Midha, Esq., Executive Director at Volunteers of Legal Service

President’s Committee on Access to Justice
Richard C. Lewis, Esq., New York State Bar Association President-Elect, and Special Counsel,  

Hinman, Howard & Katell.

Rezwanul Islam, Esq., Deputy Executive Director, Nassau Suffolk Law Services

Lynn Poster-Zimmerman, Esq., Lynn Poster-Zimmerman, PC
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Anne F. Downey, Esq.

Anne F. Downey is a partner at Harter 
Secrest & Emery LLP (HSE). Committed to 
helping her clients succeed, Anne delivers 
thoughtful and practical legal advice. 
With more than 30 years of experience, 
including time as a small business owner, 
Anne helps businesses and individuals 
develop, protect, and utilize intellectual 
property rights. She advises clients on the 
domestic and international protection 
of trademarks and copyrights and has 
significant experience managing global 
IP portfolios. She also negotiates license 
agreements, handles trade secrets 
and e-commerce issues, as well as IP 
infringement, opposition, and cancellation 
matters.

Anne represents large multi-national 
companies to sole proprietors, including a 
wide range of business and not-for-profit 
organizations. Regardless of her client’s 
size or scope, Anne is passionate about 
serving her client’s immediate and long-
term needs in a timely, personable, and 
strategic manner.

In addition to her IP practice, Anne 
assists not-for-profit organizations with 
incorporating and obtaining 501(c)(3) 
status, counsels’ entities and individuals 

Outstanding Pro Bono Volunteers

on business and operational issues, and 
drafts and negotiates a wide variety of 
agreements.

Anne has long committed a portion of her 
practice to giving back to the community 
by engaging in pro bono cases. She 
currently leads HSE’s engagement in 
pro bono asylum cases. As the lead 
partner on these matters, Anne created 
an administrative system to streamline 
the onboarding process and case 
management, coordinates opportunities 
with local assigning agencies, takes cases 
herself, and assigns others to nine different 
HSE teams consisting of three or four 
attorneys. 

She is a former Chair of the Erie County 
Bar Association Intellectual Property 
Law Committee, and a former adjunct 
professor at Hilbert College. 

She has been named as Best Lawyers® 
2023 Nonprofit/Charities Law “Lawyer of 
the Year” in Buffalo New York, selected for 
inclusion in The Best Lawyers in America® 
for Nonprofit/Charities Law, and is a Legal 
Elite of Western New York honoree by 
Buffalo Business First. 

Anne earned a J.D. from O.W. Coburn 
School of Law at Oral Roberts University 
and a B.A. from the University of California 
at San Diego.
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Outstanding Pro Bono Volunteers

Wesley R. Powell, Esq.

Wesley R. Powell is a partner in the 
Litigation Department of Willkie Farr & 
Gallagher, LLP, where he is also a member 
of the Antitrust and Competition Practice 
Group and Co-Chair of the Pro Bono 
Practice Group. His active litigation 
practice focuses on civil litigation with a 
particular emphasis on antitrust litigation 
and counseling and disputes arising out 
of merger and acquisition agreements. 
He also has represented clients in 
corporate governance, employment, First 
Amendment, restructuring, securities, 
and other general commercial litigation 
matters.
He has an almost 30-year year history of 
fighting for civil rights and justice for the 
underprivileged. He leads pro bono efforts 
on a broad range of groundbreaking 
civil rights matters that advocate for the 
LGBTQ+ community, low-income New 
Yorkers, asylum seekers and others. With a 
longstanding commitment to social justice, 
Wes leads the firm in landmark cases that 
protect LGBTQ+ rights, with a particular 
focus on transgender rights with respect 
to healthcare coverage of gender-affirming 
care, access to restrooms, asylum, among 
other matters. He’s a member of Willkie’s 
DEI Committee and partner liaison to the 

LGBTQ+ affinity group.  His commitment 
to pro bono service has set an example 
for generations of attorneys and had an 
immeasurable impact – on the lives of 
those in need and on the broader legal 
landscape.

In recognition of his pro bono work, Wes 
has been honored by leading organizations 
including Legal Aid’s Society Pro Bono 
Publico Awards and NYSBA Empire State 
Counsel Program. In addition, Wes was 
named “LGBT+ Equality Lawyer of the Year” 
at the Chambers Diversity and Inclusion 
Awards: USA 2019, and he was named one 
of Crain’s New York Business Notable 2022 
LGBTQ Leaders. In addition to his pro bono 
work, Wes serves on the board of the New 
York City AIDS Memorial and previously 
served for nine years on the board (including 
three years as Chair) of the Hetrick-Martin 
Institute, the nation’s leading provider of 
services to at-risk LGBT+ youth, and he 
received the LGBT Focus Foundation’s 
Leadership Award for his service to HMI. He 
is a past Chair of the Antitrust Section of the 
NYSBA and the Partners Group of the LGBT 
Bar Association of New York.
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Barclay Damon has a proud history of giving back to the communities we serve, with an emphasis on using our skills, time, and 
ingenuity to narrow the gap between those in need who seek legal assistance and access to justice. Our commitment to pro bono 
work runs deep and is a critical part of the firm’s core culture.

For the last several years, every one of the law firm’s full-time attorneys has provided pro bono legal services to low-income 
individuals in the communities we serve. In the last completed year, the firm dedicated more than 2,000 hours of time valued at 
nearly $700,000 to pro bono efforts, with attorneys actively participating in firm-sponsored family court clinics, litigating civil rights 
violations, drafting wills for veterans, assisting with clemency applications, and providing online legal aid through initiatives such 
as the American Bar Association’s Free Legal Answers program. The firm’s investment in communities across its office platform 
supported legal matters involving many of today’s critical issues, including immigration, housing, women’s rights, prisoners’ rights, 
community building, and economic development, among others.

As a firm that has been in existence since 1855, a strong commitment to pro bono service has been a priority for Barclay Damon at 
every stage of the firm’s development. Now a leading law firm with offices across the Northeastern United States and in Toronto, 
the firm has more reason than ever to give generously of our time, talent, and passion for pro bono service.

We are honored that our work is frequently recognized by our peers at organizations across the state, and we extend our great 
thanks to the New York State Bar Association for today’s honors—both for our attorneys and for the many other attorneys at firms 
throughout the state who dedicate themselves to helping the most needy among us find justice.

Law Firm Honorees

Paul Weiss
Paul, Weiss is committed to providing impactful pro bono legal assistance to individuals and organizations in need. Our program is 
all-encompassing, spanning the core issues facing our society.

Throughout our firm’s history, we have maintained an unwavering commitment to providing pro bono legal assistance to the 
most vulnerable members of our society and in support of the public interest. This commitment is a part of the firm’s identity, and 
is embraced by every member of the Paul, Weiss community, from the most senior leaders across all departments to the summer 
associates who join us each year.

From helping Thurgood Marshall reverse the doctrine of “separate but equal” in Brown v. Board of Education to representing Edith 
Windsor in challenging the Defense of Marriage Act in United States v. Windsor, our attorneys have achieved landmark victories 
in civil rights cases that have changed society for the better. Paul, Weiss lawyers participate in all levels of pro bono work, working 
directly with individual clients, non-profits and small businesses in a wide range of substantive areas, as well as handling appeals 
and drafting key amicus briefs before the Supreme Court.
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Phillips Lytle LLP
Pro bono work has been an important commitment for Phillips Lytle throughout its 185+ history. Across all nine offices (six of which are 
in New York State), our nearly 180 attorneys are dedicated to providing legal services to the poor, the disadvantaged and those in need. 
The legal services the firm provides also benefit organizations and institutions that assist the indigent and contribute to the quality of life 
in our communities. This work includes civil and criminal matters, and non-litigation legal assistance, ranging from matters that broadly 
impact communities, to representation of those in need in high-volume court settings, to complex individual case representations. As the 
firm plans for the future, pro bono services remain one of its core values.

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP             
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP and affiliates strongly encourages its lawyers, summer associates, and professional staff to work 
on pro bono matters for individuals and groups that are unable to afford legal services. The firm is a charter signatory to the Law Firm Pro 
Bono Challenge, whereby Skadden pledges that attorneys and summer associates from its domestic offices will dedicate time equivalent 
to at least 3% of their annual billable hours to work on pro bono matters.

In 2022, attorneys from Skadden’s domestic offices dedicated to pro bono 7.1% of time billed. Firmwide, Skadden personnel recorded 
more than 180,000 hours of pro bono work from December 1, 2021, through November 15, 2022.

Deeply ingrained in the firm’s culture, pro bono work provides vital help to a wide variety of individuals and organizations in need 
of legal assistance. Skadden attorneys regularly assist those seeking asylum in the United States and elsewhere in their attempts to 
escape persecution due to religious or political beliefs or sexual orientation. Attorneys handle many cases for death row inmates; take 
on numerous matters involving wrongful imprisonment and prosecution, housing disputes, veterans matters, family law and micro-
entrepreneurs.  Attorneys frequently provide legal assistance to legal services organizations and other nonprofits on a wide variety of 
issues including corporate governance, intellectual property, real estate, employment, and potential and actual mergers.
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Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP             
Willkie is an elite international law firm of approximately 1,200 lawyers located in 13 offices in six countries. Among the hallmarks of our 
core values and culture is our long-standing commitment to serving the underprivileged, promoting social justice, and supporting the 
communities in which we live and work. Through the Firm’s Pro Bono Committee, we offer attorneys many opportunities to provide pro 
bono legal advice and support to underserved individuals, communities, and organizations. In 2021, Willkie attorneys worked on more 
than 500 pro bono matters with over 180 new pro bono matters opened in 2021 alone.

Willkie provides pro bono legal advice and support across a range of areas, including environmental, family law, immigration, incarcerated 
individuals, LGBTQ+, racial justice, reproductive rights, veterans’ assistance and voting rights. As part of Willkie’s continued effort to devote 
significant pro bono resources to address systemic issues affecting marginalized communities, the firm has partnered with several 
organizations dedicated to legal support and advocacy.

There are millions of  
reasons to do Pro Bono.

Do The Public Good 
The New York State Bar Association (NYSBA) has a long and proud tradition 
of advocating for equal access to justice for all New Yorkers in civil matters 
through a combination of government-funded legal services programs 
and voluntary pro bono service by private practitioners. The Department 
of Public Interest provides educational training programs for attorneys em-
ployed by legal services organizations and oversees a number of attorney 
recognition programs that promote, recognize, and honor pro bono service 
by individual attorneys and law firms through award programs.

Call the New York State Bar Association today at
518-487-5641 or go to
www.nysba.org/probono
to learn about pro bono opportunities.
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Alston & Bird, LLP 
Jeffrey Hill, Esq.
Matthew Mamak, Esq.
Morgan Meyer, Esq.
Robyn Downing, Esq.
John Redmond O’Hara, Esq.
Steven Rothstein, Esq.
Noelle Reyes, Esq.
Andrew Frisoli, Esq.
Rachel Finkel, Esq.

Axinn, Veltrop & Harkrider, LLP
Angela Marie Farren, Esq.
Matthew Hayden, Esq.
Danielle Dudding Irvine, Esq.
Kail Jethmalani, Esq.
Carol Xianxiao Liu, Esq.
Victoria J. Liu, Esq.
Andrea Nicole Rivers, Esq.
Nicholas E.O. Gaglio, Esq.

Ballard Spahr, LLP
Marjorie J. Fuerst Peerce, Esq. 
Ann T.  Loftus, Esq. 
Bart I. Mellits, Esq.
Megan M. Michaels, Esq.
Kendis K. Muscheid, Esq.
Lynn B. Oberlander, Esq. 
David A. Schulz, Esq. 
Thomas B. Sullivan, Esq. 

Barclay Damon, LLP
David M. Fulvio, Esq. 
Genevieve M. Halpenny, Esq. 
Payne R. Horning, Esq. 
Emma E. Marshall, Esq. 
John Joseph Pelligra, Esq. 
Catherine T. Wettlaufer, Esq.

Brown Rudnick LLP
W. Lydell Benson Jr., Esq.
Rachel E. Feiden, Esq. 
Thomas J. Regan, Esq. 
Marcus T. Strong, Esq.

EMPIRE STATE COUNSEL® 
2022 HONOREES

Pro Bono changes lives.
The Empire State Counsel® Program recognizes our members’ pro bono contributions. By donating their time and 
expertise our members help low-income and vulnerable persons, who otherwise could not afford an attorney, gain access 
to the civil justice system. 
 The program also recognizes the law firms that support and encourage pro bono. Congratulations to the 2022 Empire 
State Counsel® honorees and their law firms.

Crowell & Moring LLP 
Andrea S. Charles, Esq. 
Ryan Flynn, Esq. 
Eric Homsi, Esq. 
Justin L. Porter, Esq. 
Richard J. Stella III, Esq.
Daniel L. Zelenko, Esq. 

Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP 
Kerim K. Aksoy, Esq.
Erica C. Berman, Esq.
Brendan C. Carman, Esq.
Will Chandler, Esq.
Todd A. Costa, Esq.
Courtney Daukas, Esq.
Graham Duff, Esq.
Helen H. Ferrall, Esq.
Alec M. Fisher, Esq.
Chris Goetz, Esq.
Marielle Paloma Greenblatt, Esq.
Kamali Houston, Esq.
Rachel Jang, Esq.
Betsy Johnson, Esq.
Elina Khodorkovsky, Esq.
Daniel F. Kolb, Esq.
Cristina Lauren Lang, Esq.
Andrew L. Lindsay, Esq.
Yixuan Long, Esq.
Christopher Lynch, Esq.
Michael Mirabella, Esq.
Abraham Moussako, Esq.
Edwin P. Paillant, Esq.
Justin Peroff, Esq.
Josh Pitkoff, Esq.
Nancy B. Regan, Esq.
Elizabeth Rodgers, Esq.
Anmol Sheth, Esq.
Robin Veidt, Esq.
Mario J. Verdolini, Esq.
Emma C. Walters, Esq.
Katherine Warshauer, Esq.
Kennedi Williams-Libert, Esq.
Jaclyn M. Willner, Esq.
Shuhan Zhang, Esq.
Michelle Zhao, Esq.

Dentons US, LLP 
Salama Almahayni, Esq.
Cody Anthony, Esq.
Kirsten Flicker, Esq.
Brit L. Geiger, Esq.
Gary A. Goodman, Esq.
Sandra D. Hauser, Esq.
Stephen A. Marshall, Esq.

Foley Hoag LLP
Shrutih V. Tewarie, Esq.
Clara E. Brillembourg, Esq.
Christina G. Hioureas, Esq.

Hogan Lovells, LLP 
Sam Dougherty, Esq.
Ira M. Feinberg, Esq.
Shannon Finnegan, Esq.
Melissa Giangrande, Esq.
Bruce W. Gilchrist, Esq.
Jennifer Lee, Esq.
Ian Lewis-Slammon, Esq.
Katherine M. Lynn, Esq.
Heather McAdams, Esq.
Samuel Rackear, Esq.
George A. Salter, Esq.
Howard S. Silver, Esq.
Joseph Smith, Esq.
Deborah K. Staudinger, Esq.
Tyra Walker, Esq.
Tyler Waywell, Esq.
Shannon Zhang, Esq.

Holland & Knight LLP
Jared Gans, Esq.
William M. O’Connor, Esq.
Evelyn H. Seeler, Esq.

Kirkland & Ellis, LLP 
Vince Biagiotti, Esq.
Efraim Burle, Esq.
James Delacenserie, Esq.
Micah J. Desaire, Esq.
Miriam Drillman, Esq.
Kylie Feger, Esq.



12 New York State Bar Association

Hillary O. Maduka, Esq.
Sal J. Minopoli, Esq.
Gabriel U. Mohr, Esq.
Sidney E. Morales Parodie, Esq.
Drew O’Gwynn, Esq.
Anita Oh, Esq.
Hope B. O’Leary, Esq.
Trevor M. Quick, Esq.
Matthew D. Rayburn, Esq.
Jessie Sarkis, Esq.
Sabeen S. Sarwar, Esq.
Joshua J. Schoch, Esq.
Marti S. Schwartz, Esq.
Seira Shin-Clayton, Esq.
Eliza I. Simons, Esq.
Jason D. Spiegel, Esq.
Leon K. Sunstein, Esq.
Ronald J. Tabak, Esq.
Elan A. Zebaida, Esq.
Wei Zhang, Esq.

Sullivan & Cromwell, LLP
Kevin A. Akrong, Esq. 
Taylor M. Apodaca, Esq. 
Alexandra Bodo, Esq. 
Laura Q. Brigham, Esq. 
Hollie R. Chenault, Esq. 
Marc-Andre O.Cyr, Esq. 
Theodore Edelman, Esq. 
Louis-Gabriel  E. Enriquez-Sarano, Esq. 
Nicole W. Friedlander, Esq. 
Jason W. Gallant, Esq. 
Zhe Gao, Esq. 
Robert J. Giuffra Jr., Esq.
Lauren M. Goldsmith, Esq. 
Stephanie E. Haenn, Esq.
Jared D. Ham, Esq. 
Tracy Richelle High, Esq. 
Kiersten E. Holms, Esq. 
Tristan M. Hood, Esq. 
James  J. Ivker, Esq. 
Rebecca S. Kadosh, Esq. 
Brittney G. Kidwell, Esq. 
Jessica M. Klein, Esq. 
Emilie Klovning, Esq. 
Morgan R. Knudtsen, Esq. 
Jonathan G. Lester, Esq.
Marion C. Leydier, Esq. 
Joseph L. Lindblad, Esq. 
Megan Q. Liu, Esq. 
Xinmiao Liu, Esq. 
Natalie A. Lum-Tai, Esq. 
Nicholas C. Martin, Esq. 
Hannah L. Masters, Esq. 
Maxime Matthew, Esq. 
Bradford R. Olson, Esq. 
Ann-Elizabeth Ostrager, Esq. 
Maura A. Reinbrecht, Esq. 
Alexandra C. Rogers, Esq. 
Chase J. Shelton, Esq. 
Joseph C. Shenker, Esq. 

Adam C. Hall, Esq.
Charles S. Harned, Esq.
Alex Harper, Esq.
Jennifer Hartley, Esq.
Jacob D. Humerick, Esq.
Richard   Kennedy, Esq.
Robert Klein, Esq.
Taeler Lanser, Esq.
Kevin Madden, Esq.
Noah Hertz Marks, Esq.
Marina Masterson, Esq.
Patrick J. McCusker, Esq.
Daniel Sinnreich, Esq.
Elizabeth Strong, Esq.
William Taylor, Esq.
Claudia Tobler, Esq.
Jing Yan, Esq.
Rebecca Zuks, Esq.

Phillips Lytle, LLP 
Samuel Borbor-Sawyer, Esq. 
Erin C. Borek, Esq.
William J. Brennan, Esq. 
Sean B. Bunny, Esq. 
Anthony M. Carello, Esq.
George Hajduczok, Esq. 
David  H. Kernan, Esq. 
Ryan A. Lema, Esq. 
Kenneth A. Manning, Esq. 
Sean C. McPhee, Esq. 
Kevin J. Mulvehill, Esq. 
James R. O’Connor, Esq. 
Gregory L. Peterson, Esq.  
John G. Schmidt Jr., Esq. 
Milan K. Tyler, Esq. 
Rebecca A. Valentine, Esq. 
Lauren E. Weber, Esq. 
Ling Yao, Esq. 

Skadden Arps
Lucas Almonte, Esq.
Travis D. Bragg, Esq.
Jamie S. Brumberger, Esq.
Bryan A. Burcat, Esq.
Katherine R. Calabrese, Esq.
Minsun Cha, Esq.
Jennifer L. Chan, Esq.
Joseph L. Choe, Esq.
Sydney Cogswell, Esq.
Julie E. Cohen, Esq.
Alexander Dawson, Esq.
Beliard J. Domond, Esq.
Ryan Feeney, Esq.
Katherine Giordano, Esq.
Christopher J. Gunther, Esq.
Hannah M. Gutenplan, Esq.
Andrea Hendrych, Esq.
Jack  C. Igoe, Esq.
Afia M. Kwakwa, Esq.
Joseph I. Lanzilotta, Esq.
Weite Li, Esq.

Susan D. Golden, Esq.
Ashley Graham, Esq.
Samantha Helgason, Esq.
Lune Klappe, Esq.
April Larkin, Esq.
Muhammad Zayd Mustafa, Esq.
Sanjay Nevrekar, Esq
Alex Rodriguez Perez, Esq.
Michael Scian, Esq.
Michael A. Sloman, Esq.
Maria Smith, Esq.
Brandeis D. Tilleman, Esq.
Robert G. Van de Mark, Esq.
Ashton Taylor Williams, Esq.
Eli Yampel, Esq.
Asal Yunusov, Esq.
Erica Zou, Esq.

Linklaters LLP
Nicholas Bazzarone, Esq.
Zachary Benaharon, Esq.
Dalia Elmelige, Esq.
Charles Fraser, Esq.
Fraser Goodlad, Esq.
Titus Kabega, Esq.
Zoë Lillian, Esq.
Juan Mata, Esq.
Kristina Ng, Esq.
Stephanie Sebastian, Esq.
Chloe Shostak, Esq.
Maria Vaz Ferreira, Esq.
Matthew Walchuck, Esq.
Charlene Warner, Esq.
In Sun  You, Esq.

McCarter & English, LLP
Marc Anthony Bonanno, Esq.
Brian W. Carroll, Esq.
Sherilyn Pastor, Esq.
Natalie S. Watson, Esq.

Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe, LLP
Elitsa Angelova, Esq.
Ben Bolnick, Esq.
Peter J. Connors, Esq.
David Devich, Esq.
Rene A. Kathawala, Esq.
Zach Kuster, Esq.
Eliza Lehner, Esq.
Ekaterina Popoff, Esq.
James L. Stengel, Esq.

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & 
Garrison LLP 
Eli J. Adelman, Esq.
Gabriella M. Boria, Esq.
Neil Chitrao, Esq.
Rachel Cuomo, Esq.
Brian Erickson, Esq.
Gili Farhadian-Sagiv, Esq.
Samantha C. Fry, Esq.
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Elizabeth Merritt
William Montemarano
Daniel L. Morris
Lynn Onyebeke
Amanda Payne
Ryan Peloquin
Wesley R. Powell
Samantha Prince
Vanessa Richardson
William H. Rooney
Jaclyn Rosen
Timothy Ryan
Heather Schneider
Gregory Segal
Kenneth Sommer
Neesa  Sood
Andrew Spital
Megan Sullivan
Christine Sun
Madeleine Tayer
Chetan Tripathy
Kimberly Wachtler
Sherry Yu 
Molly Zhu

Individual Attorneys
Amy Albert, Esq.
Sheila  Miller Bernson, Esq.
Alan B. Howard, Esq.  
Thomas P. Kurland, Esq.
Loriann Low, Esq.
Mary Mahoney, Esq.
Jill Miller, Esq. 
Gia M. Velasquez, Esq.

*Note: In order to be listed in the firms 
section, a minimum of three firm at-
torney verification forms or a list of firm 
attorneys must have been submitted.

Joshua D. Smith, Esq. 
Limeng Sun, Esq.  
Giada G.Tagliabue, Esq.
Michelle L. Thiry, Esq. 
Melike  Tokatlioglu, Esq.
Jordan A. Voccola, Esq. 
Caroline F. Wattenmaker, Esq. 
Benjamin R. Weber, Esq.
Julie A. Wilson, Esq. 
Anna D. Ziv, Esq.

Weil Gotshal & Manges, LLP 
Kimberly S. Blanchard, Esq.
Michael A. Epstein, Esq.
Jessica Falk, Esq.
Dominic Farchione, Esq.
Ira M. Millstein, Esq.
Sarah Ryu, Esq. 
Randi  W. Singer, Esq.
Edward Soto, Esq.

Willkie Farr & Gallagher, LLP 
Sarah Abel, Esq.
Alison Angoff, Esq.
Steven Ballew, Esq.
Allison Berkowitch, Esq.
Veronica Bognot, Esq.
John L. Brennan, Esq.
Noni Brown, Esq.
Marissa Cantu, Esq.
Courtenay Cullen, Esq.
David Drewes, Esq.
Ethan Eastwood, Esq.
Andrew English, Esq.
Amanda Fang, Esq.
Catherine Fata, Esq.
Argemira Florez Feng, Esq.
Joelle Freeman, Esq.
Thomas French, Esq.
Lillian Gaines, Esq.
Lorena Leticia Garcia Perez Gavilan, Esq. 
Kathryn Garrett, Esq.
Mihajlo Gasic, Esq.
Jill Grant, Esq.
Elizabeth Gray, Esq.
Kaydene Grinnell, Esq.
Lily Grisafi, Esq.
Barnett Harris, Esq.
Annie Houghton-Larsen, Esq.
Claire James, Esq.
Michael W. Johnson, Esq.
Sophia Khorshad, Esq.
Stacey Kushlefsky, Esq.
Sean Lavin, Esq.
Christine Lee, Esq.
Elizabeth B. Lewis
Matthew S. Makover
Richard Mancino
Simone Marton
Brianna McRae
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The New York State Bar 
Association thanks the 

2020 Empire State Counsel® 
Honorees and the  

participating law firms for 
their outstanding and  

continuing contributions  
to pro bono.


