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Welcome to Florida!  
The TICL and Trial Lawyers Sections, in partnership with the Young Lawyers Section, are excited 
for the return of in-person meetings and are thrilled to be able to come together at Hammock 
Beach Golf Resort and Spa! 

Situated along the pristine coastline of the Atlantic in Palm Coast, Florida, Hammock Beach Golf 
Resort and Spa offers an unparalleled experience.  This coastal haven provides a one-of-a-kind 
setting, where the unspoiled beauty of the beach meets luxury and relaxation. Conveniently 
located between the vibrant hubs of St. Augustine and Daytona Beach, Palm Coast and the 
Flagler Beaches offer a distinctive coastal escape. Prepare to immerse yourself in a world of 
natural splendor, savor the delights of an eclectic culinary scene, and immerse yourself in a 
wealth of artistic and cultural pursuits.

Dive into the heart of this Old Florida community, boasting over 45 parks and preserves, along 
with an expansive network of trails that beckon hikers, bikers, and bird enthusiasts alike. As 
the sun sets over Palm Coast and the Flagler Beaches, the vibrant arts scene comes alive, 
showcasing a diverse array of talents, from musicians to artists of every form.

We’re excited to come together in this remarkable destination and look forward to the 
unforgettable experiences and connections that await.  We are so happy that you have joined 
us!  

TOTAL CLE CREDITS: 
Under New York’s MCLE rule, this 
program has been approved 
for a total of 7.5 MCLE credits 
consisting of 5.0 Areas of 
Professional Practice
1.5 Diversity, Inclusion and 
Elimination of Bias and 1.0 
Cybersecurity, Privacy and Data 
Protection  for both experienced 
and newly-admitted attorneys. 
Credits are approved for  

CLE INFORMATION
Under New York’s MCLE rule, this program has been approved for a total of 7.5 MCLE credits consisting of 7.5 credits in for both 
experienced and newly-admitted attorneys. Credits are approved for Florida residents

Discounts and Scholarships
New York State Bar Association members and non-members may receive financial aid to attend this program. Under this policy, 
anyone who requires financial aid may apply in writing, not later than ten working days prior to the start of the program, 
explaining the basis of the hardship, and if approved, can receive a discount or scholarship, depending on the circumstances. For 
more details, please contact: Gina Bartosiewicz at gbartosiewicz@nysba.org 

Accommodations for Persons with Disabilities
NYSBA welcomes participation by individuals with disabilities. NYSBA is committed to complying with all applicable laws that 
prohibit discrimination against individuals on the basis of disability in the full and equal enjoyment of its goods, services, programs, 
activities, facilities, privileges, advantages, or accommodations. To request auxiliary aids or services or if you have any questions 
regarding accessibility, please contact Gina Bartosiewicz at 518-487-5671 or gbartosiewicz@nysba.org. 

7.5
MCLE Credits

Torts, Insurance and 
Compensation Law Section 
Officers 
Chair
Brian J. Rayhill, Esq., Law Office of Brian 
Rayhill, Elmsford, New York  

Vice Chair
Kathleen A. Barclay, Esq., O’Connor 
O’Connor Bresee & First, PC,  
Albany, New York

Secretary
Richard W. Kokel, Esq., New York, New York

Treasurer
Brendan Baynes, Esq., The Baynes Law 
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Chair
Christian J. Soller, Esq., Hodgson Russ LLP, 
Albany, New York 
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Angélicque M. Moreno, Esq., Avanzino & 
Moreno, P.C., Attorneys at Law, Brooklyn,  
New York 

Secretary 
Brett D. French, Esq., The French Firm, P.C., 
Albany, New York 

Treasurer
Seth M. Rosner, Esq., Seth M. Rosner, P.C., 
Garden City, New York 

Program Chairs
Molly C. Casey, Esq., O’Connor O’Connor 
Bresee & First, PC, Albany, New York

Daniel G. Ecker, Esq.,  
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New York
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O’Connor LLC, New York, New York 
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Check in time: 4:00 p.m. | Check out time: 11:00 a.m. 

Guest Activities:
       • Full Service Spa
       • Tennis
       • Fitness Center, including peloton bikes and classes
       • Beach Arcade
       • Breezes Boutique and Surf Shop
       • Nine hole putting course
       • Fantasy Pool Complex
       • Lazy River
       • Indoor Pool & Spa Garden
       • Bicycle Rentals
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Thursday, November 30th 

1:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.  Registration & Exhibitor Set Up – Ocean Ballroom Lobby   
    Register for the event, grab your name badge, program and more! 
    Sponsors with exhibitor tables may start setting up at 2pm. 

1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.  Trial Lawyers Executive Committee Meeting – Harbor/Galleon Rooms 

3:00 p.m. – 4:30 pm.   TICL Executive Committee Meeting – Harbor/Galleon Rooms

5:00 p.m. -7:00 p.m.  Welcome Cocktail Reception – Ocean Bar Lawn 
    Thank you to Hodgson Russ, LLP for sponsoring this reception!

7:00 p.m.   Dinner on Your Own 
    Reservations are strongly encouraged  

9:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m.   After hours hospitality - Atlantic Ballroom Lobby 
    Unwind with late-night drinks and snacks alongside fellow program attendees

Friday, December 1st 

7:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m.  Program Check-In and Continental Breakfast – Ocean Ballroom Lobby 
    Breakfast is open to all attendees and guests. Please sign in for today’s program.

8:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.  General Session Harbor/Galleon Room  

8:30 a.m. – 8:45 a.m.  Welcoming Remarks, Introductions, Overview of Events 
 
    Daniel G. Ecker, Esq., Program Chair, Trial Lawyers Section 
    Lever and Ecker, PLLC, White Plains, New York 

    Richard C. Lewis, Esq., NYSBA President 
    Hinman Howard & Kattell, LLP, Binghamton, New York

    Molly Casey, Esq., Program Chair, TICL Section 
    O’Connor O’Connor Bresee & First, PC, Albany, New York 

8:45 a.m. – 10:25 a.m.   CPLR Update 
    This presentation will cover recent amendments to the CPLR, including a broad range of 
    amendments that were part of the Consumer Credit Fairness Act, recent case law from the 
    Court of Appeals and Appellate Division addressing venue disputes, forum non conveniens,  
    judgment enforcement, obtaining jurisdiction over corporate entities, settlement  
    agreements, the perils of commencing an action with a CPLR 305(b) notice and other  
    problems related to commencement, and affidavits signed outside New York State.

    Speaker: 
    Professor Patrick Connors 
    Albert and Angela Farone Distinguished Professor in New York Civil Practice at Albany Law 
    School, Albany, New York

    2.0 MCLE Credit in Areas of Professional Practice

10:25 a.m. 10:35 a.m.  Refreshment Break  
    Thank you to Ernest P. Chiodo, MD for sponsoring this refreshment break!



Torts, Insurance & Compensation Law Section & Trial Lawyers Section 2023 Fall Meeting  5

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
10:35 a.m. – 11:25 a.m.  Mediations in and Out of the Courtroom Setting:  A Comprehensive Approach to 
    Automobile Litigation 
    This program will offer a strategic blend of negotiation techniques, legal expertise and 
    conflict resolution skills tailored to the intricate landscape of automobile litigation.  Whether 
    within the formal courtroom environment or through ADR, this program will equip legal 
    professionals with the tools needed to navigate complex cases, foster productive 
    discussions, and achieve favorable outcomes for all parties involved. 

    Speakers: 
    Hon. Suzanne Adams 
    Acting Supreme Court Justice, New York, New York, Civil Term 

    Nikki Dewitt 
    Arch Insurance Group, Jersey City, New Jersey 

    Hon. James G. Clynes 
    Supreme Court, Civil Branch, New York, New York 

    Hon. George J. Silver (Ret.) 
    Silverstar Mediation and Arbitration LLC, New York, New York 

    1.0 MCLE Credit in Areas of Professional Practice

11:35 p.m.    Afternoon on your own 

12:30 p.m.   Golf at Hammock Beach Ocean Course 
    A Jack Nicklaus Signature Design, the award-winning Ocean Course winds along pristine 
    wetlands and sparkling lakes and features six breathtaking holes overlooking the Atlantic 
    Ocean.  Tee Times start at 12:30. 

    Pre-registration required. 

6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.   Cocktail Reception – Lodge Pool Deck 
    Thank you to Counsel Press for sponsoring tonight’s cocktail reception!

7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.   Dinner – Lodge Tent 

    Keynote Speaker: 
    Senator Steve Geller, Esq., Broward County Commissioner/Former Florida Senator 
    Geller Law Firm, PA, Fort Lauderdale, Florida  

     Thank you to Silverstar Mediation and Arbitration LLC for sponsoring tonight’s dinner!  
    Thank you to USI Affinity for sponsoring the wine at this evening’s dinner!

Saturday, December 2nd 

7:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m.  Program Check-In and Continental Breakfast – Ocean Ballroom Lobby 
    Breakfast is open to all attendees and guests. Please sign in for today’s program.

8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.  General Session – Harbor/Galleon Rooms 

8:30 a.m. – 8:35 a.m.  Welcoming Remarks, Overview of Events

    Molly Casey, Esq., Program Chair, TICL Section 
    O’Connor O’Connor Bresee & First, PC, Albany, New York 

    Daniel G. Ecker, Esq., Program Chair, Trial Lawyers Section 
    Lever and Ecker, PLLC, White Plains, New York 
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8:35 a.m. – 9:25 a.m.   Live, Remote and Hybrid Depositions:  Lessons from the Trenches 
    This panel will provide insights, best practices, pitfalls, and war stories on the ever-changing 
    landscape of depositions from the perspective of both an attorney and a court reporter.  
    Spoiler alert – remote isn’t always better

    Speakers: 
    Kathleen Barclay, Esq.  
    O’Connor, O’Connor, Bresee & First, PC, Albany, New York 

    Laura A. Couch 
    Laura A. Couch Court Reporting, Schenectady, New York 

    1.0 MCLE Credit in Areas of Professional Practice  

9:25 a.m. – 9:35 a.m.   Refreshment Break – Ocean Ballroom Lobby  
    Thank you to Avanzino & Moreno PC for sponsoring this refreshment break!

9:35 a.m. – 10:25 a.m.  Jury Selection and Trends  
    This presentation is designed to enable you to gain the benefit of the speakers’ combined 
    experience from the two competing perspectives of a defense attorney and a plaintiff 
    attorney.  The program will provide attendees insight into the current tactics employed by 
    plaintiffs and by defendants as well as current juror attitudes and trends.

    Speakers: 
    James E. Hacker, Esq. 
    E. Stewart Jones Hacker Murphy LLP, Troy, New York 

    Terry O’Connor, Esq. 
    O’Connor O’Connor Bresee & First PC, Albany, New York

    1.0 MCLE Credit in Areas of Professional Practice

10:25 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.  Refreshment Break – Atlantic Ballroom Lobby 

10:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.  Diversity, Civility, Inclusion and Best Practices in the Legal Profession and the Courts   
    Judge Mae D’Agostino and Attorney Melissa Andrieux will share personal stories of their 
    experiences from both a bench and bar perspective, and will share best practices, concepts, 
    and the importance of bias solutions to becoming more diverse and inclusive in the  
    legal profession.

    Speakers: 
    Hon. Mae A. D’Agostino, United States District Judge 
    US District Court, Northern District of New York

    Melissa Andrieux, Esq.  
    Dorf Nelson & Zauderer LLP, Rye, New York 

    1.5 MCLE Credit in Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTSSCHEDULE OF EVENTS
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
11:45 a.m. – 12:35 pm.   Real World Cyber Risks for Attorneys    
    Law firms are prime targets for cybercriminals on the hunt for data. The costly financial and 
    reputational consequences of cyberattacks are inevitable and can often put a firm out  
    of business.

    It is your responsibility as a lawyer to protect your clients and your firm in the event of a data 
    breach. Join Mike Mooney, Senior Vice President of USI Affinity, to learn key tips for 
    navigating the world of cyber security.

    Speaker: 
    Mike Mooney  
    USI Affinity, US Risk, Safehold Special Risk, Inc., Newtown Square, Pennsylvania

    Moderators: 
    Brian Rayhill, Esq., Chair, Torts, Insurance and Compensation Law Section Chair 
    The Law Office of Brian Rayhill, Elmsford, New York

    Thomas J. Maroney, Esq. 
    Maroney O’Connor LLC, New York, New York

    1.0 MCLE Cybersecurity, Privacy and Data Protection 

12:35 p.m.    Adjournment

1:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.  St. Augustine Scenic Cruise  
    St. Augustine Shipyard, 117 Dockside Drive, St. Augustine, Florida 
    Enjoy an afternoon cruising around the historical St. Augustine on a power catamaran. Light 
    lunch and open bar will be available. 

    *Pre-registration is required in order to attend*
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Senator Steve Geller, Esq.  
Broward County Commissioner/Former Florida Senator, Geller Law Firm, PA, Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida 
Senator Steve Geller is currently a Broward County Commissioner, having been elected to represent 
District 5 in 2016.  District 5 consists of all or part of Cooper City, Southwest Ranches, Davie, Plantation and 
Sunrise.  Geller serves as Chairman of the Broward County Water Advisory Board, Chairman of the South 
Florida Regional Planning Council, Chairman of the Economic Development District for South Florida of the 
Economic Development Agency of the U.S Department of Commerce, Chairman of the Community and 
Urban Affairs Committee and on the Executive Committee of the Florida Association of Counties, and serves 
on the Broward County Cultural Council.  Geller’s top priority is bringing highly paid jobs to Broward County.

Geller was elected to the Florida Legislature in 1988, at the age of 29.  Geller served in the Florida Legislature 
for 20 years, 9 in the House, and 11 in the Senate.  Geller was appointed a Committee Chair by both 
Democratic and Republican Presiding Officers.  Geller served two terms as Chair of the Broward County 
Legislative Delegation.  When he retired from the Senate because of Term Limits, Geller was the Minority 
(Democratic) Leader of the Florida Senate.  Geller was also elected as National President of two Different 
Legislative organizations, the National Conference of Insurance Legislators (NCOIL), and the National 
Council of Legislators from Gaming States (NCLGS).  

Geller currently runs Geller Law Firm, where he practices primarily in the areas of Gaming Law and Zoning 
and Land use.  He is an “A-V” rated lawyer, and has been listed in “South Florida’s Top-Rated Lawyers”, 
“Florida’s Super Lawyers”, and the “Bar Register of Preeminent Lawyers”. He has received dozens of awards, 
including the Senator of the Year Award from the Florida League of Cities, the Lifetime Achievement Award 
from the Florida Association of Counties, the Legislator of the Year Award from the Florida AFL-CIO and 
the Florida Chapter of the American Planning Association, as well as Legislative awards from the Police 
Benevolent Association, the Professional Firefighters, and numerous Union and attorney groups.  He served 
as the Chairman of the Board of the Holocaust Documentation and Education Center.

Geller was born in New York, New York, in 1958. He has lived in South Florida since 1965. He attended 
Florida State University for college and law school, where he was a member of AEPi Fraternity. He has lived 
in South Broward since his graduation from Florida State University College of Law in 1982.  He is married to 
Laurel Geller, and they have two children, Marc Geller and Ben Geller.

Molly C. Casey, Esq. 
Immediate Past Chair, TICL Section, O’Connor, O’Connor,  
Bresee & First, PC, Albany, New York
Molly earned her undergraduate degree in Political Science from New York University in 2006. Prior to law 
school, Molly began her career working in both houses of the New York State Legislature. After obtaining 
her Juris Doctorate from Albany Law School in 2012, Molly went to work in private practice defending 
clients in civil litigation. Molly focuses her practice in the fields of medical malpractice, premises liability, 
municipal and correctional defense, and personal injury. Molly has experience in all phases of litigation 
and has successfully obtained jury verdicts in favor of her clients, as well as dismissals prior to trial 
through motion practice. Molly has secured favorable appellate decisions in the Second, Third and Fourth 
Departments.

Molly is admitted to practice in New York State, The United States District Courts for the Northern, Western, 
and Southern Districts of New York, and the Second Federal Circuit. Molly is a Fellow of the New York State 
Bar Association, a board member of the Capital District Trial Lawyers Association, and a member of the 
Albany County Bar Association. She currently serves as the Assistant Treasurer for the Federal Court Bar 
Association. For the past five years, Molly has been named a “Rising Star” by Super Lawyers Magazine.

BIOGRAPHIES
KEYNOTE SPEAKER:

PROGRAM CO-CHAIR:
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Melissa G. Andrieux, Esq. 
Dorf Nelson & Zauderer LLP, Rye, New York
Melissa G. Andrieux, Esq., is an experienced litigator who leverages her background in law to lead Dorf & 
Nelson LLP’s Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Belonging (DEIB) initiatives as the Chief Diversity Officer and 
Chair of the Firm’s Diversity & Inclusion Council. She also serves as the Chief Client Relations Officer, tapping 
into her extensive experience in marketing, business development, and recruitment to drive business 
growth within the Firm. 

Ms. Andrieux consults and assists firm clients and other businesses with the development of their own 
diversity and inclusion programming and related initiatives. 

Ms. Andrieux has been named the 2023 Long Island Woman of Impact for the American Heart Association’s 
Go Red for Women campaign in recognition of her advocacy for women’s health and her drive to make a 
difference beyond her community.

Ms. Andrieux serves as an Ambassador to the Business Council of Westchester, the largest business 
membership organization in Westchester County. In this capacity, she leverages her experience in business 
development and mentors and guides new members through the first year of their membership.

Ms. Andrieux received her B.S. from St. John’s University and her J.D. from New York Law School. Before 
joining Dorf & Nelson, Ms. Andrieux was an Assistant District Attorney in Queens County, New York, and a 
civil litigator at Martin Clearwater & Bell LLP.  

As a leading DEIB professional, Ms. Andrieux is regularly called upon to share her insights through speaking 
engagements and magazine features.

Hon. Suzanne Adams 
Acting Supreme Court Justice, New York, New York
Judge Adams is an Acting Supreme Court Justice in New York County. Prior to her election to the bench 
in November 2017, Judge Adams had nearly twenty years’ experience as a litigator in New York State and 
Federal courts. Judge Adams is a member of the New York County Lawyers Association (formerly co-chair of 
the Civil Court Section), the New York State Trial Lawyers Association, the New York State Bar Association in 
the Torts Insurance and Compensation Law Section, Judges and Lawyers Breast Cancer Alert, the Columbian 
Lawyers First Judicial Department, National Association of Italian American Women and the NAACP Mid-
Manhattan Branch. She is a graduate of Penn State University with a B.A. in Journalism, and received her J.D. 
from Hofstra University School of Law

PROGRAM CO-CHAIR:
Daniel G. Ecker, Esq. 
Program Co-Chair, Immediate Past Chair, Trial Lawyers Section, Lever & Ecker PLLC,
White Plains, New York
Daniel G. Ecker is a founding member of Lever & Ecker, PLLC, a plaintiff’s personal injury law firm located in 
White Plains, New York.

Dan received his Juris Doctor from Fordham University School of Law in 1996 and his undergraduate degree 
from Cornell University in 1993. His areas of practice include motor vehicle accidents, premises liability, labor 
law and more, and he has tried numerous cases to verdict. He is admitted to practice before the courts of 
the State of New York, the United States District Court for the Southern and Eastern Districts of New York, the 
United States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit, and the United States Supreme Court.

Dan was the recipient of the Trial Lawyers Section’s 2015 Exceptional Contributions Award. Dan has been 
recognized by New York Metro area Super Lawyers from 2019-2023.

Outside of the office, Dan resides with his wife and two children in southern Westchester, New York. He is an 
avid golfer and roots for the Giants, Mets, and Knicks.
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Kathleen Barclay, Esq. 
O’Connor, O’Connor, Bresee & First, PC, Albany, New York
Kathleen A. Barclay is a 1999 graduate of Union College and received her law degree in 2004 from Boston 
College Law School. Prior to joining O’Connor First, Kathleen gained extensive experience practicing 
law in Boston, MA and Albany, NY. Kathleen is admitted to practice law in the State of New York and the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

Kathleen focuses her practice in the areas of medical malpractice defense, errors and omissions, product 
liability, general liability defense and insurance coverage. Kathleen is a highly skilled courtroom advocate 
and has successfully obtained jury verdicts for her clients at trial, as well as obtained dismissal of cases prior 
to trial through motions for summary judgment.

Kathleen is an active member of the Capital District Trial Lawyers Association, Albany County Bar Association, 
Capital District Women’s Bar Association and New York State Bar Association. Kathleen is the Treasurer and 
also serves on the Board of Directors for the Capital District Trial Lawyers Association. Kathleen currently 
serves on the Board of Directors for the Albany County Bar Association, as well as the Chair of the Judicial 
Qualifications Committee. Kathleen also serves on the New York State Bar Association Committee on the 
Tort System, and is a member of the Trial Lawyer’s Section. Kathleen is a member of the House of Delegates 
for the New York State Bar Association.

Since 2015, Kathleen has been honored by Super Lawyers and included in its annual issue acknowledging 
outstanding Upstate New York attorneys. Kathleen was recognized for her successes in the category of 
Personal Injury Medical Malpractice Defense.

Running is one of her favorite activities, and Kathleen has participated in the Boston, Baltimore, and San 
Francisco marathons. Kathleen has also become an active Crossfitter. She resides in Ballston Lake with her 
husband and two sons.

Hon. James G. Clynes 
Supreme Court, Civil Branch, New York, New York
Judge James G. Clynes was elected to the Civil Court of the City of New York, New York County on 
November 7, 2017, and took office on January 1, 2018.  Judge Clynes is currently assigned to the New York 
State Supreme Court, New York County as an Acting Justice of the Supreme Court.

Prior to joining the bench, Judge Clynes served as a Nassau County Assistant District Attorney in the felony 
trial bureau.  He then became a trial attorney with the Nationwide Insurance Company, litigating personal 
injury and property damage cases.  Then he served as the principal law clerk to New York State Supreme 
Court Justice Alexander M. Tisch. 

Judge Clynes received his Bachelor of Science degree, cum laude, from Villanova University in 1981, and his 
Juris Doctor degree from the University of Notre Dame Law School in 1984.

Judge Clynes is a member of the New York State Bar Association Torts, Insurance & Compensation Law, Trial 
Lawyers and Judicial Sections. 
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Laura A. Couch 
Laura A. Couch Court Reporting , Schenectady, New York
Laura graduated from The Machine Shorthand Institute Court Reporting School in Albany in 1982 . 
Finished schooling in two years, instead of the three- year typical graduation. Laura freelances reports from 
1982 to present, specializing in medical malpractice, hearings and expert testimony. Built a busy practice 
with several reporters to assist. Laura and her husband live in Niskayuna, New York. She has four children 
and seven grandchildren, and number eight on the way. Avid golfer, pickleball player and volleyball 
player. 

Prof. Patrick M. Connors  
Albert and Angela Farone Distinguished Professor in New York Civil Practice, Albany Law 
School, Albany, New York
Patrick M. Connors is the Albert and Angela Farone Distinguished Professor in New York Civil Practice at 
Albany Law School where he has taught New York Practice and Legal Ethics since 2000. Commencing 
with the January 2013 supplement, Professor Connors became the author for the treatise Siegel, New York 
Practice. The publication’s sixth edition, “David D. Siegel & Patrick M. Connors, New York Practice (6th ed. 
2018),” was released in March, 2018. The treatise has been cited in thousands of reported decisions and has 
been called “The Bible” for litigation in New York State courts.

He received his B.A. degree from Georgetown University and his J.D. degree from St. John’s University School 
of Law, where he was an editor of the Law Review and research assistant to Professor David D. Siegel. Upon 
graduation from St. John’s in 1988, Professor Connors served as a personal law clerk to Judge Richard D. 
Simons of the New York Court of Appeals until 1991. From 1991 until May of 2000 he was an associate and 
then member of the litigation department at Hancock & Estabrook, LLP, in Syracuse, New York.

Professor Connors is also the author of the McKinney’s Practice Commentaries for CPLR Article 22, Stay, 
Motions, Orders and Mandates, Article 23, Subpoenas, Oaths and Affirmations, Article 30, Remedies and 
Pleading, and Article 31, Disclosure. He also authored the Practice Commentaries for the former New York 
Rules of Professional Conduct and several articles in the Surrogate’s Court Procedure Act. He is currently 
an author of the New York Practice column and the annual Court of Appeals Roundup on New York Civil 
Practice, which are published in the New York Law Journal. From 1992 through 2003, he was a Reporter 
for the Committee on New York Pattern Jury Instructions (“PJI”), the panel of New York State Supreme 
Court Justices that drafts and oversees the frequent revisions of the standard jury charges in civil cases. His 
publications have been cited in hundreds of reported cases.

He was a member of the New York State Bar Association’s Committee on Professional Ethics from 1996 
through 2016. He served on the New York State Attorney Grievance Committee for the Fifth Judicial District 
from 1997 until 2000. He was the Reporter for the New York State Bar Association's Special Committee 
on the Code of Judicial Conduct, which published a report recommending substantial amendments to 
New York’s Code of Judicial Conduct. He was also the Reporter for the New York State Bar Association's 
Task Force on Non-lawyer Ownership of Law Firms. He is a member of the Office of Court Administration’s 
Advisory Committee on Civil Practice and served as a member of the New York State Bar Association’s CPLR 
Committee from 2003 through 2007.

Professor Connors is a frequent lecturer at continuing legal education seminars on recent developments in 
New York Practice, professional ethics and legal malpractice. He has also served as an expert witness and 
consultant on issues pertaining to attorney ethics, legal malpractice, and civil procedure.
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James E. Hacker, Esq. 
E. Stewart Jones Hacker Murphy LLP, Troy, New York
Jim Hacker is a 1981 graduate of Hamilton College and a 1984 graduate of Albany Law School. He is a 
member and the former Chair of the Albany Law Board of Trustees and a former member of the Hamilton 
College Board of Trustees. 

He is an elected Fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers, one of the premier legal associations in 
North America. The College is comprised of the best of the trial bar from the United States and Canada and 
membership is by invitation only. He is also an elected fellow of the International College of Trial Lawyers 
whose membership is limited to 500 US trial lawyers and whose membership is by invitation only.

He is the current President of the Board of Directors of the Legal Aid Society for Northeastern New York and 
the current President of the New York State Trial Lawyers Academy. 

Locally, he is the Past President of the Albany County Bar Association, Past President of the Albany County 
Bar Foundation and Past President of the Capital District Trial Lawyers Association who honored him their 
Annual “Daniel H. Mahoney” Award in 2016.

Mr. Hacker holds an AV rating from Martindale Hubbell and has been recognized as a “Best Lawyer in 
America” and “Super Lawyer” in both the fields of personal injury and commercial litigation. He has 
previously been recognized as “Lawyer of the Year” in both categories. He has lectured extensively for the 
New York State Bar Association, the Albany County Bar Association, New York State Trial Lawyers Academy 
and the Capital District Trial Lawyers. 

He is also an elected member of the National Academy of Distinguished Neutrals and has been appointed 
as a United States District Court Mediator. He has mediated and arbitrated over 1,000 cases in the last 20 
years. 

Mr. Hacker has tried over 100 cases to verdict and divides his practice between the areas of commercial 
litigation and plaintiff’s personal injury.

Hon. Mae A. D’Agostino 
United States District Judge for the Northern District of New York
Mae A. D’Agostino is a United States District Judge for the Northern District of New York. At the time of her 
appointment in 2011, she was a trial attorney with the Albany Law firm of D’Agostino, Krackeler, Baynes and 
Maguire. Judge D’Agostino earned her B.A. from Siena College and her J.D. from Syracuse University College 
of Law. Judge D’Agostino is a member of the American College of Trial Lawyers and the International 
Academy of Trial Lawyers. She has served as the Chair of the State-Federal Judicial Counsel and is currently 
co-chair of the Second Circuit’s Law Week Committee. Judge D’Agostino also co-chairs the annual Trial Re-
Enactment Committee, which produces a historical trial re-enactment annually at the federal court houses 
in Albany and Syracuse. The Judge has a particular interest in civic outreach, hosting children of all ages at 
outreach programs, and a strong interest in presenting at continuing legal education seminars - specifically 
for young lawyers.

Nikki Dewitt 
Arch Insurance Group, Jersey City, New Jersey
Nikki DeWitt is a Senior Claims Account Manager at Arch Insurance Group, where she works overseeing third 
party administrators to ensure proper claims handling and deliver exceptional service on claims arising from 
their commercial programs spanning multiple lines of business with a specialty in commercial auto.  She has 
been in the insurance industry for the past 18 years and has handled numerous high exposure claims for 
both large and small insurance carriers.  As a young adjuster, she started her career handling general liability 
claims for a well-known restaurant corporation before moving into auto liability.  Before joining Arch in 2020, 
she spent the previous 7 years managing a case load of litigated and non-litigated commercial auto and 
commercial general liability claims consisting of bodily injuries and fatalities for semis and other commercial 
transportation vehicles.  When she’s not working, Nikki enjoys reading John Grisham books and boating on 
the St. Johns River with her husband and their 3 boys.   
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Richard C. Lewis, Esq. 
NYSBA President, Hinman Howard & Kattell, LLP, Binghamton, New York
Richard C. Lewis maintains a general legal practice at Hinman, Howard & Kattell where he focuses on 
litigation and business law. Dick devotes significant time to the formation of business entities and advising 
clients regarding all aspects of business activities. He is also involved in estate planning, preparation of wills, 
real estate, construction matters, and other personal matters for individual clients and families. Dick is also 
a veteran of New York’s courts. His experience includes litigating commercial disputes in Supreme Court 
and handling matrimonial and family court matters. He is also involved in Municipal Law representing 
municipalities and claimants.

Dick is very active in the community. Currently, Mr. Lewis serves on the Editorial Board of The Reporter 
(newspaper), past Chair, sits on the Executive Committee of the Jewish Federation of Greater Binghamton, 
serves on the Endowment Committee of the Jewish Federation of Greater Binghamton, is a Member of the 
Broome County Bar Association (past President and recipient of the Ted Gallando Award) and has served as 
Delegate to the New York State Bar Association House of Delegates Representing the 6th Judicial District 
and presently serves as Vice President of the New York State Bar Association representing the 6th Judicial 
District. In addition, Dick has served as a Director and Vice President of the Broome Sports Foundation, 
and served as a Chair of both the Grievance Committee and Ethics Committee of the Broome County Bar 
Association as well as Chair of the Broome County Bar Association Endowment Committee.

He is a former Trustee of Hillel Academy of Broome County and served as its President from 2002-2012; 
is a former Member of the New York State Bar Association Committee on Professional Discipline, and is a 
Member of the Municipal and Government Law Section. He is past President of the Board of Trustees of 
Temple Israel, past Chair of the Broome County Arena Board; past President of Broome Legal Assistance 
Corporation; a past Director of Children’s Home of Wyoming Conference; and past Director of SOS Shelter, 
Inc.

Dick is presently the President of the New York State Bar Association. He has served on the House of 
Delegates for a number of years representing Broome County and the 6th Judicial District and has served 
as the Vice-President of the 6th Judicial District. He has chaired or been an active member of numerous task 
forces and committees.

Mike Mooney 
USI Affinity, US Risk, Safehold Special Risk, Incl, Newtown Square, Pennsylvania
Mike Mooney is the Senior Vice President and Professional Liability Practice Leader for USI Affinity.  Mike’s 
responsibility is to drive growth and provide strategic leadership in the area of professional liability.  
Mike’s key focus is the management and development of existing programs, new programs, business 
development and marketing planning.   Mike oversees the underwriting, operations, risk management and 
sales departments that support the professional liability programs.

Mike is also responsible for coordinating the program management for USI Affinity’s endorsed insurance 
programs, including The New York State Bar Association, The New Jersey State Bar Association, Pennsylvania 
Bar Association, DC Bar, Boston Bar, Delaware State Bar Association, and Exponent Philanthropy. 

 With more than 20 years of industry experience, Mike has worked extensively on many facets of insurance 
programs for professional service firms. Prior to joining USI Affinity, Mike spent over 8 years with Aon in 
a variety of management roles. Most notably, Mike was the Assistant Vice President and National Sales 
Manager for Aon Affinity’s Healthcare Division and spent time as the National Sales Manager for the AICPA 
Accountant’s Professional Liability Program.  

Mike currently sits on the NYSBA Cyber Subcommittee, NJSBA Cyber Security Task Force, and the NYSBA 
Task Force on Attorney Well-Being.  Mike spent 3 years on the NJ Supreme Court AD Hoc Committee on 
Attorney Malpractice Insurance.  Mike served 3 terms on the Law Practice Management Services Committee 
of the DC Bar. In 2019, Mike testified in front of the NJ Assembly Judiciary Committee in favor of the passing 
of A-4880 which would provide legal malpractice reform in NJ.  Mike is a regular speaker and panelist for 
the Law Practice Sections of the NYSBA, NJSBA, NJICLE, and DE State Bar regarding Insurance and Risk 
Management topics relative to the legal industry.

Mike holds a Property and Casualty Insurance License in New Jersey and National non-resident Producer 
License.  He graduated from Rowan University in New Jersey with a bachelor’s degree in Business 
Management.
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Terry O’Connor, Esq. 
O’Connor O’Connor Bresee & First PC, Albany, New York
Terry is a graduate of the University of Notre Dame Law School (and was a walk-on player for the football 
team). He is the founding partner of O’Connor First in Albany, New York. He is a fellow of the International 
Association of Trial Lawyers and was recently recognized by the Capital District Trial Lawyers for his 
outstanding commitment and service to his clients and for perpetuating the work of the “shirt sleeve 
lawyer”. The Albany County Bar Association has recognized Terry’s contributions by presenting him with the 
President’s Award. In the past, OMSNIC has recognized Terry as The Lawyer of the Year for his commitment 
to the profession. Terry handles all aspects of civil litigation and has been involved in well over 150 civil 
verdicts. Over the past several years he has enjoyed serving as a mediator and arbitrator on over 400 cases 
pending throughout New York State. He serves clients in both New York and Vermont. His passions include 
baseball, hiking and fly fishing. 

Thomas J. Maroney, Esq. 
Maroney O’Connor LLC, New York, New York 
A graduate of Siena College and St. John’s University School of Law, Tom has dedicated his practice to

high exposure, catastrophic and complex civil defense litigation.  Tom is a member of several County Bar 
Associations and has served in leadership in the following bar associations:

New York State Bar Association

Tom presently serves on the New York State Bar Association (NYSBA) Executive Committee and in the NYSBA 
House of Delegates as a Member-at Large.  

Tom currently serves as Chair of the NYSBA Committee on Association Insurance Programs, as a member of 
the NYSBA Working Group on Facial Recognition Technology and on the NYSBA Medical Aid in Dying Task 
Force.

Tom also serves on the NYSBA Committee to Review Judicial Nominations.

Tom serves on the NYSBA Gala Organizing Committee held in January during the NYSBA Annual Meeting.  
The 2024 Gala will be held on January 18, 2024, at the Museum of Modern Art.

Tom served as NYSBA Membership Committee Chair and continues as an active committee member.

Tom served as Chair of the NYSBA Torts, Insurance and Compensation Law (TICL) Section. The TICL Section 
has led with “Family Friendly” destination meetings such as Walt Disney World, Bar Harbor, and Ireland. 
While Tom was TICL Chair, the TICL Section led during the NYSBA Section Diversity Challenge with an active 
Diversity Team and created a “Strength by Association” series of panel discussions that highlighted the 
benefits of Association membership, diversity, and mentoring.

Tom has served on the NYSBA Special Committee on CLE (structure, revenues, expenses), as Co-Chair of 
the NYSBA Section Membership Challenge and on the NYSBA Task Force on the Role of the Paralegals that 
created a new membership category for paralegals implemented by the NYSBA this year. 

Tom served on the NYSBA COVID-19 Emergency Task Force to Assist Attorneys in Solo and Small Firm 
Practices, and on the NYSBA Emergency Task Force on Mandatory Vaccination and Safeguarding the Public’s 
Health.

Tom served as a Member of the NYSBA House of Delegates (2015-2018) as a TICL Section Delegate. 

Defense Research Institute

Tom serves on the Board of Directors of the Defense Research Institute (DRI). DRI is the largest international 
membership organization of attorneys defending the interests of business and individuals in civil litigation. 
Tom previously served as the DRI New York State Representative and is a past chair of the DRI Insurance 
Roundtable, an invitation only international conference of Insurance Executives on cutting edge insurance 
and risk management issues. 

Tom is the Immediate Past Chair of the DRI ADR Committee.  As Chair, Tom led a working group to develop 
a database that will enable insurers, self-insureds, Managing General Agents (MGAs) and Third-Party 
Administrators working with law firms, to measure and increase the frequency of appointment of mediators 
and arbitrators in underrepresented demographic categories.
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New York County Lawyers Association

Tom serves on the Board of Directors of the New York County Lawyers Association (NYCLA) and is the 
NYCTLA Membership Committee Chair. 

New York City Trial Lawyers Alliance

The New York City Trial Lawyers Alliance (NYCTLA) Board is composed of civil litigators that represent clients 
that are averse to one another.  The NYCTLA hosts bench/bar events to promote collegial, professional 
relationships for over 80 years.

Tom currently serves as Vice President of the NYCTLA. Tom also serves as the Chair of the NYCTLA Giving 
Committee, that awards scholarships to law students that excel in Civil Trial Advocacy attending St. John’s, 
Cardozo, Fordham, Brooklyn, Hofstra, and New York Law Schools.  This year’s NYCTLA Civil Trial Advocacy 
honorees will be presented at the NYCTLA Gala October 19, at The Léman Ballroom, downtown Manhattan. 

Defense Association of New York

Tom served as President of the Defense Association of New York (DANY) (2008-2009) and continues as an 
active member of the DANY Board.  The Defense Association of New York presented the James S. Conway 
Award to Tom in 2016 in recognition of his dedication to the ideals of diversity, equality, professionalism, and 
dignity for all that seek justice through our Courts. DANY presented the James S. Conway Award in 2023 to 
Maroney O’Connor LLP for the firm’s many years of service and support to DANY.   

New York Claim Association

Tom serves on the Board of Directors of the New York Claim Association. The New York Claim Association is 
a not-for-profit dedicated to the advancement of professional ethics and education in the field of insurance 
claims and related businesses in the New York Metropolitan area. 

 St. John’s University School of Law Alumni Association 

Tom serves on the Board of Directors of the St. John’s University School of Law Alumni Association.

First Department Character and Fitness Committee

Tom continues to serve by appointment of the Presiding Judge, New York State Appellate Division, First

Department, as a member of the First Department Character and Fitness Committee since 1998.

Emerald Association of Long Island

Tom is a past President of the Emerald Association of Long Island. The Emerald Association was founded 
in Brooklyn in 1839 and has operated since that time for the purpose of raising funds for the support of 
underprivileged children being cared for by the Diocese of Brooklyn.

Tom is the recipient of the DRI Outstanding State Representative Award, DRI Exceptional Performance 
Award, New York State Bar Association Section Diversity Challenge Champion Award as Chair of the TICL 
Section, The New York City Brehon Law Society Outstanding Attorney Award, The New York State Bar 
Association TICL Section John E. Leach Memorial Award and The Institute of Jewish Humanities Defense 
Lawyer of the Year Award.

Tom has been selected for the New York Super Lawyers list, The Best Lawyers in America and the 2015 Irish 
Legal 100, a listing of leading attorneys of Irish Heritage across the United States.
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Hon. George J. Silver (ret.)  
Silverstar Mediation and Arbitration LLC 
New York, New York
Hon. George J. Silver (ret.) is one of New York’s leading mediators, having presided as an elected Civil and 
Supreme Court Judge in New York for seventeen years. During his judicial career, Silver headed the creation 
of a New York City Judicial Mediation Part (J-Med) that led to the resolution of thousands of cases and a 
sharp decline in court backlogs. In addition to his other assignments, Silver managed a Medical Malpractice 
Early Settlement Part and oversaw general matters in a range of disciplines, including personal injury, 
matrimonial, and motor vehicle disputes. 

In July 2017, Silver was appointed Deputy Chief Administrative Judge for New York City Courts. In that 
role, he was responsible for handling day-to-day court operations for the Trial Courts in New York City, 
and successfully negotiated the resolution of labor and union disputes while simultaneously handling 
a full calendar of cases and championing a push for increased alternative dispute resolution. During his 
tenure, Silver also successfully resolved scores of cases by handling blockbuster settlement conferences 
with various prestigious law firms and reputable carriers. Silver likewise oversaw cases filed under the Child 
Victims Act at its inception and created a case management order governing such cases that withstood 
appellate challenges. Silver also served as the interim Administrative. Judge for New York County from July 
2017 until December 2017. Thereafter, in addition to his role as the Deputy Chief Administrative Judge for 
New York City Courts, Silver served as the interim Administrative Judge for Bronx County from January 2018 
until December 2018, and the interim Administrative Judge for Queens County from September 2019 until 
June 2020. 

Prior to ascending to the bench, Silver attended New York University where he was conferred a M.S. in 
Accounting and Management. He then attended Hofstra University School of  Law where he was conferred 
a J.D. ir, 1983. Silver was also conferred a M.B.A. in Finance from New York University Stern Graduate School 
of Business in 1992. He then served as an associate at Fields & Rosen, a firm specializing in maritime law, 
commercial and real estate matters and personal injury actions, in addition to handling matters for the bus 
companies. Later, Silver became an equity partner in the newly-formed firm of Fields, Silver & Santo, L.L.P.

Silver is the recipient of several awards and accolades and is involved in many community based and Bar 
Associations including the NAACP, New York State Bar Association, The Puerto Rican Bar Association and the 
Jewish Lawyers Guild. Silver is also a highly sought-after trainer and speaker on topics relating to mediation 
and the emerging field of alternative dispute resolution within it. 

In October 2021, Silver retired from the bench and opened Silverstar Mediation and Arbitration LLC. 
Channeling the same commitment and charge that led to his success on the bench, Silver has remarked 
that “justice is seldom actualized in black and white terms. Instead, it is colored by shades of silver and gray 
that, as was true in Rashomon, demand that all perspectives at the table are heard and seen. That’s the 
Silverstar way.”

Brian Rayhill, Esq. 
Chair, TICL Section, The Law Office of Brian Rayhill, Elmsford, New York
Brian Rayhill is the 2023 Chair of the New York State Bar Association Torts, Insurance & Compensation 
Law Section, (TICL). He also sits on the Executive Committee of the TICL Section and is the Chair of the 
TICL Alternative Dispute Resolution Committee. Other notable legal appointments include his current 
role as Chair of the New York State UM/SUM Screening Committee and serving as a past president of the 
Defense Association of New York, for the 2013-2014 term, (DANY). He also presently holds the position 
of DANY Committee Chair for the Alternative Dispute Resolution Section. Mr. Rayhill is a past member of 
the American Arbitration Association No-Fault Advisory Panel and has been an arbitrator panelist with 
Arbitration Forums.

In 2014, Mr. Rayhill was the DRI Award Recipient for “Contributions to the New York Defense Bar”. In 2009, Mr. 
Rayhill was the recipient of the New York State Bar Association Torts, Insurance & Compensation Law Section 
“Outstanding District Representative” award.

Mr. Rayhill is the Managing Attorney of the Law Offices of Brian Rayhill with offices in New York City, 
Westchester and Long Island.  He is a graduate of Syracuse University College of Law and is admitted to the 
New York State Bar, United States District Courts for the Southern and Eastern Districts and the United States 
Supreme Court. Brian is an accomplished litigator with over 25 years of civil litigation trial experience. His 
varied insurance defense experience has focused on complex and high exposure commercial and personal 
lines litigation.
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In memory of the Hon. John Everett Williams, whose untimely death in September 2022 
prevented him from joining us as a speaker here In Florida. His wit, intellect, and his smile are sorely missed 

by the thousands of people who’s lives he touched. 
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Section Sponsor ALBANY +  BUFFALO +  ROCHESTER + NEW YORK CITY + SARATOGA SPRINGS
GREENSBORO +  HACKENSACK +  PALM BEACH +  TORONTO 

www.hodgsonruss.com 

Our experienced team of attorneys is 
dedicated to devising the best strategy 
to manage and resolve current problems, 
and to prevent similar issues in the future.   

CREATIVE & COST-EFFECTIVE 
PROBLEM SOLVING
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PHP is a full service Appellate Services Provider

Is proud to support the
NYSBA TICL and

Trial Lawyers Meeting

212.719.0990 | www.phpny.com

Avanzino & Moreno, P.C.
Proudly supports the NYSBA Torts, 
Insurance and Compensation Law 

and Trial Lawyers Section  
2023 Fall Meeting

at Hammock Beach Resort and 
Spa in Palm Coast, Florida



Torts, Insurance & Compensation Law Section & Trial Lawyers Section 2023 Fall Meeting  21

USI Affinity 

Call today for more information on the insurance products available to New York State Bar 
Association members, including a NYSBA professional membership credit.

www.nysbainsurance.com

Protect your practice with precision.

We specialize in insurance like you specialize in a specific area of practice. As the 
endorsed insurance program of the NYSBA, we offer a complete range of insurance 
solutions covering all of your business and personal needs, while providing exclusive 

insurance and benefit solutions not available to the general public.

Personal Insurance:
  Life & Disability
   Student Loan Refinancing
   Long Term Care

  Auto, Travel, Pet 
  Dental & Vision

1-800-327-1550   1-855-874-0141

Business Insurance:
  Lawyers Professional Liability
  Cyber Liability
  EPLI

Scan our QR Code or follow
the link below to visit our website:

FLY_0667_0524_NYSBA
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Silverstar Mediation &  
Arbitration LLC

Is proud to support
The New York State Bar Association

Torts, Insurance and Compensation Law Section
& 

Trial Lawyers Section 
2023 Fall Meeting in Palm Coast
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Become a Section 
Member Today! 

N
ew

 York State Bar A
ssociation 

Membership in the New York State Bar Association’s Young Lawyers Section 
offers you many ways to enhance your knowledge and expertise by 
participating in Section activities. 

The Young Lawyers Section’s mission is to ease the transition of newly-
admitted attorneys from law school to practice. We are a support network for 
young lawyers as they rise through the ranks of their office. The Young 
Lawyers Section offers opportunities for networking, social and professional 
growth.

Antitrust Law 
Section
Young Lawyers  
Section

Learn more at NYSBA.ORG/YLS

MEETING
Annual Annual 

 JANUARY 16-20, 2024

Torts, Insurance and Compensation Law 
and Trial Lawyers Sections’ Program
January 18, 2024
9:00 a.m. - 4:35 p.m. | 5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
New York Hilton Midtown NYC
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THINGS TO DO

Ancient City Slingshots | 210 B, FL-16 | St. Augustine, Florida | 32084 | 904-385-9676:  Rent a Polaris Slingshot and have your 
own hands-on, do it yourself adventure! For more information or to reserve a vehicle call: 904-385-9676

Art Galleries:  Experience the visual arts in Palm Coast and the Flagler Beaches by visiting one of the many art galleries, including the 
Flagler County Art League Gallery, The Salvo Project, Baliker Gallery, Art LaMay Studio and Gallery of Local Art.  

Beaches: With 19 miles of pristine beaches, you’ll enjoy the cinnamon-colored sand that sparkles with fragments of limestone crystals 
and of course, the breathtaking view of the Atlantic Ocean. 

Down to Earth Pottery | 805 N. Ocean Shore Blvd, Flagler Beach, FL 32136 | 973-768-6158: Down to Earth Pottery is a working 
pottery studio, with classes and studio hours available.  The Studio sits on picturesque Flagler beach with an inspirational view of the 
Atlantic Ocean. 

Flagler Beach Historical Museum | 207 S. Central Ave | Flagler Beach, Florida 32136 | 386-517-2025  Located in the heart of 
the historic seaside community of Flagler Beach, their slogan is “From the Stone Age to the Space Age”. Check out the artifacts from days 
of old or view a flag taken on the Space Shuttle by a local astronaut.  Established collections range from prehistoric, Native American and 
colonial plantation artifacts to images and items from the town’s roaring 1920’s and World War II encounters with German Submarines. 

Flagler Beachfront Winery | 611 N. Ocean Shore Blvd |Flagler Beach, Florida 32136 | 386-693-4950:  Handcrafted and 
homegrown wines, wine slushies and charcuterie boards.

Florida Agricultural Museum | 7900 N. Old Kings Road | Palm Coast, Florida 32137 | 386-446-7630 Attractions include guided 
tours, horseback riding, farm animals and exhibits.  www.floridaagmuseum.org. 

Hiking and Biking: Feel the wind in your hair as you go for a scenic stroll or a challenging ride on the hiking and biking trails in the 
area. The area has more than 125 miles of hiking and biking trails that offer everything from water views and lush natural vegetation to 
heart-pumping climbs and descents. 

Kayaking, Canoeing, and Paddle Boarding:  Palm Coast is a paddlers paradise!  Take a slow approach and paddle your way through 
the area’s pristine waterways from the vantage point of a canoe or kayak. 

Marineland Dolphin Adventure | 9600 N. Ocean Shore Blvd | St. Augustine, Florida 32080 | 407-563-4701  This aquarium and 
marine park caters to kids (and adults) with a variety of affordable immersive dolphin experiences.  There’s also the option for your kids 
to serve as one of the parks dolphin trainers for a day! Advanced ticket purchase is required. 

Ripple Effect Ecotours | The Town of Marineland Marina | 101 Tolstoy Lane | St. Augustine, Florida 32080 | 914-347-1565:  
Ripple Effect offers a variety of real Florida experiences, including kayaking and boating ecotours along Florida’s beautiful waterways and 
wildlife rich landscapes. 

St. Augustine – It’s unique scenery and history set this city apart from any other in the country.  This old city has a quaint feel but 
boasts a big appeal. Visitors can see why when they stroll along the brick-lined streets and delight in the city’s European flavor, with 
centuries-old buildings, horse-drawn carriages, hidden courtyards and so much more. Saint Augustine has plenty of history to explore – 
more than 450 years of it!

Surfing:  Surfers from across the globe flock to Flagler Beach.  Bring your own board or rent one to hang ten like a pro. Local surf shops 
like Flagler Board Shack and Z Wave Surf Shop offer lessons, a variety of rentals, and surf camps are held each summer to teach the 
basics.  

The Tasting Tours: Founded in 2011, this women-owned business has grown to be one of North Florida’s largest culinary experience 
providers.  Enjoy a guided and chauffeured wine and dine rolling tour, a culinary tour or the Historic District Corks & Forks Culinary Tour.  
Book in advance: 904-325-3911

Walking Ghost Tour of St. Augustine: Ideal for families, this ghost tour of St. Augustine’s spookiest sites combines light-hearted fun 
with spine-tingling tales of the city’s past.  

For more things to do, visit: www.visitflagler.com

Things you should know about the beaches:
• Steps to the beach called crossovers and are the only lawful way to access the beach.
• Leave No Trace & Clean Up: remember to take all of the items you brought to the beach back with you when leaving for the day.
• Lifeguards are only on duty from Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend.
• Dogs are allowed on the beach of N. 10th Street and south of S. 10th Street
• Bonfires are permitted only during the months of November-April due to Sea Turtle nesting season . 
•  Dodge the dunes:  Only access the beach using the approved stairs and access points.   

Do not walk, slide, jump or throw items down the dunes. 
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PLACES TO EAT 

HAMMOCK BEACH GOLF RESORT & SPA
From casual and family-friendly to fresh, locally inspired cuisine, Hammock Beach Golf Resort & Spa offers six unique dining 
experiences.

Atlantic Grille: Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner with sweeping ocean views and award winning shore-to-table seafood specialties. 

Delfinos Italian Chophouse:  Offering savory cuisine featuring regional Italian favorites, certified Black Angus meat selections and an 
extensive wine list. 

Loggerheads Sports Pub:  An ideal place to gather with friends for cocktails, pub fare, billiards and watching the game

Stix Authentic Sushi: Serving the finest sushi grade fish, and freshly prepared varieties of temaki, sashimi and a selection of signature 
rolls.

Ocean Bar Café: The poolside Ocean Bar Café offers a classic menu featuring salads, poolside cuisine and your favorite selection of 
refreshing cocktails.

Lobby Bar: From 7am – 12pm enjoy a variety of coffees, teas and a selection of baked goods.  From 12pm – 10pm indulge in signature 
cocktails, craft beers and premium wines. 

FLAGLER BEACH & PALM COAST
When deciding where to grab a bite to eat, take a look at some of the best places to dine and check out the local cuisine.  From raw 
bars and fresh seafood to award -winning BBQ joint, Palm Coast and the Flagler beaches offers delicious places to eat outside while 
enjoying the beautiful ocean views. 

Here are a few ideas, but many more can be found at: www.visitflagler.com/things-to-do/restaurants-bars

Break-Awayz | 819 N. Ocean Shore Blvd., Flagler Beach: Fresh fish, cold brews and an ocean view.  The laid-back beach bar serves 
seafood tapas style and more than 100 bottled and draft beers.

Oceanside Beach Bar & Grill | 1848 S. Ocean Shore Blvd., Flagler Beach: Great breakfast, lunch or dinner spot with seating inside 
and out.  Located directly across from the Atlantic Ocean. 

Java Joint | 2201 N Oceanshore Blvd., Flagler Beach: Situated in the perfect spot for you to enjoy your meal and drinks while 
watching dolphins play in the ocean.  Offering the best tasting coffee around, and the food isn’t too shabby either.  Open for breakfast 
and lunch. 

Portugal Wine Bar & Grill | 15 Palm Harbor Village Way, Palm Coast: Portugal Wine Bar  Grill delights customers and their palates 
with Portuguese dishes inspired by fresh, traditional fare in an invitingly comfortable and fun setting. 

Saltwater Crocs Grill | 205 N. Ocean Shore Blvd, Flagler Beach: Casual, outdoor eatery serving up hotdogs with a twist!  Gather 
around a picnic table in the family-friendly courtyard overlooking the Atlantic Ocean, and dig in!

Tortugas Florida Kitchen and Bar | 608 S. Ocean Shore Blvd., Flagler Beach: Enjoy stunning ocean views by day and live music, 
fireside by night.  This dining spot is known for its “Floribbean” cuisine. 

ST. AUGUSTINE
Kitchens in the oldest city are cranking out fresh entrees made with local ingredients.  The variety of restaurants, sidewalk cafes, bars, 
pubs and eateries, coffee shops and more provide a robust assortment of dining options.  

Here are a few ideas, but many more can be found at: www.visitstaugustine.com/restaurants/all

Casa Reina | 1 Anderson Circle, St. Augustine, Florida 32084 | 904-295-3847: Located on the bay front at the food of the Bridge 
of Lions, Case Reina is inspired by the flavors of Mexican, Latin American and Florida Costal cuisine.  Enjoy dinner on the waterfront, 
cocktails on the rooftop, and everyone is welcome at the Queens table. 

Salt Life Food Shack | 321 A1A Beach Blvd, St. Augustine, Florida 32080:  Enjoy delicious dishes, cool cocktails and amazing 
ocean views.  Voted Best Restaurant Overall, Best Seafood Restaurant and Best Outdoor Dining in the Best of St. Augustine awards. 

Sunset Grille | 421 A1A Beach Blvd, St. Augustine, Florida 32080:  Fresh local seafood and a variety of drinks, all with spectacular 
views of St. Augustine beach. 
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