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Dear Colleagues: 
 
We are being confronted by modern and historical issues that are impeding the ability of lawyers to prac�ce. Some 
of these maters arise from the complexi�es of burgeoning technology and others are rooted in more prac�cal 
causes. 
 
For lawyers to operate more efficiently, we’d like to see court rules further simplified and made more uniform. In 
par�cular, we believe that allowing lawyers to employ technology that helps us do our jobs beter is a necessity. 
For instance, rural lawyers need the op�on of choosing virtual appearances for rou�ne maters, which would save 
them from long drives within some of New York’s larger and remote coun�es. Urban lawyers must be afforded 
virtual alterna�ves when traffic condi�ons or the need to be in two places at once makes travel impossible. On our 
part, lawyers need to be willing to embrace modern methods of comple�ng rou�ne tasks, even if it takes us out 
of our comfort zone. 
 
These ways of prac�cing law can and should be in our control. But for other important maters, we will need to 
turn to the court system, local and tribal governments, the state Legislature, Congress, and the president for 
solu�ons. 
 
This past year, the New York State Bar Associa�on’s Government Rela�ons Department had its most successful 
legisla�ve session in years. Significant NYSBA priori�es were signed into law, including our long-term efforts to 
increase hourly rates for atorneys in 18b/assigned counsel cases, as well as enactment of the Clean Slate Act, 
amendments to Notary Requirements, the forma�on of a commission to study repara�ons and movement to 
amend the New York State Cons�tu�on to include an ERA amendment. 
 
We were pleased that the Legislature heeded our call to pass a repeal of Judiciary Law 470, the in-state office 
requirement for out-of-state lawyers that con�nues to make it difficult for New York admited lawyers who live in 
other states to prac�ce. Unfortunately, Gov. Hochul vetoed it. We believe her decision to do so was misguided, 
and we vow to redouble our efforts to convince the governor that ac�on needs to be taken to shore up 
representa�on in rural areas. In addi�on, we have worked with the California Lawyers Associa�on and the ABA to 
advocate for student loan forgiveness for lawyers who commit to working and living in rural areas. We need this 
as well to begin to solve the access to jus�ce issue in upstate New York. 
 
Rest assured that our legislators are listening to us. Our expert analysis on legal and societal maters is working its 
way into execu�ve decisions, legisla�on and agency rules.  We have met with the chief judge, who will address us 
today, and the chief administra�ve judge. They promise to listen to our proposals and respect our exper�se when 
making decisions. Likewise, we are commited to listening to them. The door is open in both direc�ons. 
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And today, our exper�se will once again be on display when we vote on the reports of our Task Force on Comba�ng 
An�semi�sm and An�-Asian Hate and our Task Force on Medical Aid in Dying. 
 
The report of our Task Force on Advancing Diversity con�nues to provide significant guidance to universi�es and 
colleges, the courts, and the business sector. The response has been overwhelmingly posi�ve. We have heard from 
several state bar associa�ons including California and Pennsylvania who have turned to us for inspira�on and 
direc�on. We have been commended for being thorough and balanced, for developing our response without 
cri�cizing the U.S. Supreme Court and for producing the report in record �me.  We intend to present the report at 
the American Bar Associa�on Mid-Year Mee�ng in early February because we believe the ABA should adopt it as 
policy, making our report available na�onwide. In connec�on with that presenta�on, I have been invited to serve 
on a panel to discuss the impact of the Affirma�ve Ac�on decisions. 
 
Our Task Force on Comba�ng An�semi�sm and An�-Asian Hate has worked diligently to formulate 
recommenda�ons on how we can redefine hate crimes and remove the burden on prosecutors so that they can 
effec�vely prosecute hate crimes when appropriate. The standards for charging a hate crime right now are 
unrealis�cally high. The report recommends that more offenses be added to the state hate crime statute through 
the Hate Crimes Moderniza�on Act. It would expand hate crime eligible offenses to include charges such as graffi�, 
criminal obstruc�on of breathing and rape in the third-degree. Addi�onal recommenda�ons for improving the 
repor�ng and prosecu�on of hate crimes and preven�ng the spread of online hate speech are also included in the 
report. We support the Stop Hiding Hate Act, which would require social media companies to disclose the 
measures they take to address hate speech. The issues of an�semi�sm and an�-Asian hate were worsening 
exponen�ally when this task force was formed last June and today the level of intolerance is beyond 
comprehension. 
 
I commend co-chairs Brian Cohen and Vince Chang for their diligent work to present solu�ons to deescalate some 
of the most entrenched forms of hate. 
 
Also, our Task Force on Medical Aid in Dying under the leadership of Mary Beth Morrissey will present its report, 
which contains strong recommenda�ons to support the New York Medical Aid in Dying bill. The task force has 
spoken with diverse par�es including atorneys, physicians and social workers, and others with relevant 
experience. An open forum was held in November to afford people outside the legal community a chance to 
express their ideas and insights. The Task Force’s sugges�ons include safeguards for special popula�ons, funding 
and insurance to ensure ci�zens have equal access to comprehensive end-of-life care, and the development and 
provision of Medical Aid in Dying training. 
 
In addi�on to the work of the Task Force on Comba�ng An�semi�sm and An�-Asian Hate, we are partnering with 
the Israel Bar Associa�on and the legal tech company Paladin to create an innova�ve pro bono website that 
connects Israel residents with legal professionals to resolve legal issues related to the Oct. 7 atacks. Even before 
the website launched, the Israel Bar Associa�on received hundreds of requests for help with reloca�on, Social 
Security, medical benefits and other issues. The efforts of Greenberg Traurig and Paul, Wess have been a significant 
help to the bar associa�on in this ini�a�ve. 
 
Our task forces do work that we can all be proud of, but I would be remiss if I didn’t men�on the achievements 
within the bar associa�on as well. 
 
One example is our Lawyer Assistance Program. I recently atended its annual dinner, and I was touched by the 
bravery shown by our colleagues who are willing to confront issues of substance misuse and mental illness. Their 
courage is an inspira�on to all of us. The Lawyer Assistance Program con�nues to provide well-being programming 
including a six-week ADHD workshop series this past fall and ongoing outreach to local bar associa�ons with 
educa�onal programming regarding the L.A.P. and its services. It also con�nues to work with lawyers who are in  
 
 



 
 
crisis and struggling with professional or personal issues such as substance use disorder or mental health 
challenges. 
 
We need to espouse the same fearlessness as those individuals. One way we can do that is by joining other good 
people throughout the world who refuse to remain silent and are raising their voices to fight hate. We need to 
con�nue to speak up because a failure to do so is synonymous with complicity. 
 
Our commitment to comba�ng hate is illustrated through our crucial decision to confront it in our public 
statements and other publica�ons while inten�onally looking at it from many perspec�ves. 
 
We also need to be mindful of the future. 
 
Ar�ficial Intelligence will have a bigger impact on our profession than any other technology we have ever 
witnessed, which is why it was the theme of this week’s Presiden�al Summit. It will inevitably become a major 
part of our professional toolbox. It therefore behooves us to put aside any hesita�on we may have to use it and 
instead embrace its poten�al. However, we cannot do so blindly. Instead, we need to be focused on proac�vely 
developing regula�ons to help ensure that the technology is not misused. 
 
In May, we will hold a compelling forum to address civics educa�on in our schools. This is central to our way of life 
as a democra�c society. Our children are the next genera�on of voters and so it is impera�ve that they are 
educated about the power and importance of democracy. They must understand that the best way to maintain 
the rule of law is to beter understand it. This is a central issue to the long-term success of our na�on, our state, 
and our organiza�on. Among the speakers will be the co-chairs of our Task Force on 2024 Civics Convoca�on, Jay 
Worona of the New York State School Boards Associa�on and Gail Ehrlich, chair of the Commitee on Law, Youth 
and Ci�zenship. 
 
On a personal note, I’d like to thank President-Elect Domenick Napoletano who has been a partner and sounding 
board for me throughout the past eight months and Immediate Past President Sherry Levin Wallach for her 
dedica�on to our associa�on. I also want to acknowledge Secretary Taa Grays and Treasurer Susan Harper for their 
support. In addi�on, I would like to commend the Nomina�ng Commitee for selec�ng Kathleen Sweet to assume 
the office of president-elect in June. We are proud and fortunate to have someone as talented and dedicated as 
Kathleen ascending to the presidency. 
 
In closing, I would like to say again how wonderful it was to have everyone gather in person at this week’s Annual 
Mee�ng and how our collabora�on and willingness to listen to each other only makes our associa�on stronger. 
We should be proud of the work we are doing. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Now, I am pleased to ask Chief Judge Rowan Wilson to come forward and offer his remarks. 
 

 
 
Richard C. Lewis, Esq. 
President 


