
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
To:              New York Congressional Delegation 
Date:           April 9, 2020 
Re:              Federal Relief for 501(c)(6) Organizations from Impact of Coronavirus 
  
 
I thank you for all your hard work over these past few weeks to provide much-needed 
relief for New York individuals and businesses during this period 
of unprecedented economic and personal crisis.  As Congress considers additional 
relief measures, I urge you to expand relief under the Paycheck Protection Program to 
include small businesses organized under 501(c)(6) of the Internal Revenue Code 
(“501(c)(6) organizations”).  I write on behalf of the New York State Bar Association 
and our 70,000 members who practice in every area of the law. 
  
Trade and professional associations that operate as 501(c)(6) organizations are not 
eligible to participate in certain programs set forth in the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and 
Economic Security (CARES) Act.  In particular, 501(c)(6) organizations may not 
apply for grants and loans through the Paycheck Protection Program. 
  
The New York State Bar Association’s (“NYSBA”) mission is to shape the 
development of law, educate and inform the public, and respond to the demands of 
our diverse and ever changing legal profession.  NYSBA works tirelessly to promote 
equal access to justice for all.  NYSBA’s bylaws require us to promote the public 
interest on equal footing with the interests of the legal profession.  For example, each 
year New York lawyers provide approximately two-million hours in pro bono legal 
services to New Yorkers in need.  Those pro-bono efforts provide free legal services 
in order to assist vulnerable people struggling with many legal problems, including 
those relating to housing, health care, access to programs and benefits, and domestic 
violence. 
  
Moreover, NYSBA is a key participant in development of New York State’s Rules of 
Professional Conduct, which govern the professional conduct of lawyers admitted to 
practice law in the state.  Ethical standards and updates on changes in the various  

Henry M. Greenberg  
President 
Greenberg Traurig, LLP 
54 State Street 
Albany, New York 12207 
hmgreenberg@nysba.org 



 
 
New York Congressional Delegation 
April 9, 2020 
Page 2 

 
 
substantive areas of the law are core elements of our Continuing Legal Education 
programs.  NYSBA also operates a lawyer-referral program to assist consumers in 
need of legal representation, and wellness programs for lawyers and judges in need of 
assistance in their personal lives.   

  
The coronavirus pandemic has caused significant disruption to in-person meetings 
and programs run by NYSBA and our 26 Sections and 60 Committees.  Like other 
small businesses, NYSBA and other 501(c)(6) organizations throughout New York 
State will undoubtedly suffer adverse consequences due to reduced revenues, which 
will in turn impact many employees and their families. 
  
Including 501(c)(6) organizations as participants in the Paycheck Protection Program 
would help provide much-needed assistance to an important segment of New York 
State’s and America’s economy.  Accordingly, I respectfully urge that the New York 
Congressional Delegation take all immediate steps necessary to provide relief to 
small businesses operating as 501(c)(6) organizations. 

  

 
  


