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@ STATE BAR ASSOCIATION

TES()FHOUSE OF DELEGATES MEETING
ME?CH”ER' ALBANY, NEW YORK, SEPTEMBER 29, 1979
BAR G mm—

PRESENT:

Cohen, Cometa, Connolly, Cook, Daly, Dee,

e e Ad;?iii’ g?itszi, Aspland, Auser, Baer, Barlow, Barrera, Beshar,
Brearton, ’ » Brown, Cahn, Callahan, Citrynell, Clabby, Clark

A ) DelleCese, Diamond, Do;ghert ’
Drazen, Durgin, Eisenberg, Emmett, Erickson, Fales, Field Forger v
Friedman, Brizzell, Garrity, Glasheen, Gold, Greathead, G;eenberg’ Grogan
Grossman, Hall, Hand, Harrigan, Hart, Haskel, Haynes, Hederman, H;mingg ’
Herriman, Hester, Hoffmann, Hubbard, Kahn, Kilsch, Klein, Kuntz, ’
Lagarenne, Lapp, Leinheardt, LeSeur, Levy, Lifland, Longo, Maas, Manley,
Meriam, Meyer, Milburn, Miller, Moses, Mousaw, G.F. Murphy, Nemia,
R.E. O'Brien, Ostrow, Palermo, Patterson, Peet, Piazza, B.J. Reilly,
K.C. Reilly, Robfogel, Rosch, Rosenthal, Rothenberg, Schrade, Seymour,
Sipp, Smith, Spivack, Stave, Sugnet, Swett, B.I. Taylor, L.B. Taylor,
Thoron, Tondel, Traficanti, Trombley, Tucker, Urbano, VanGraafeiland,

T.M. Whalen, Williams, Williamson, Witmer, R.G. Wright, Yetter and
Zimmer. .

1. Approval of minutes of June 30, 1979 meeting.

The minutes were
approved as distributed.

of the House that were present.

House

2. Introduction of new members. Mr. Forger welcomed the new members

The following is a list of the mnew members of the

Christopher B. Acker Samuel D. Hester

John E. Adamson, Jr. Bruce A. Hubbard
Wallace Van C. Auser Palmer J. Kennedy
Meridith M. Brown Gunther H. Kilsch

Richard C. Cahn Raymond G. Kuntz
Thomas P. Callahan John D. LeSeur

David Clurman ’ Wwilliam T. Lifland
Faith Colish Joseph F. Longo
Angelo T. Cometa Frederick M. Marshall
Alan A. D'Ambrosio Randolph A. Meyer
Gerard Damiani Frank A. Nemia

James J. Devine J. Coyne O'Brien
Diane Durgin ' Basil R. Plazza
Thomas R. Emnett Kevin C. Reilly

Philip A. Erickson Nathan J. Robfogel
Kenneth K. Fisher

Steven G. Rothenberg
farold A, Friedman Karl H. Schrade
JOh? B. Garrity Howard D. Stave
Kevin P. Glagheen William E. Sugnet

Joseph Gold Herman H. Tarnow

+ Scott Greathead

Joseph J. Traficantl, Jr.
Edward J- GrOSan, III Georgia May UrbanoIII
o E. Grossman - Thomas M. Whalen,
faymong W. Hackbarth Robert I. Williamson
“ohn G. Herriman Charles M. Wright

Alfred D. Youngwood -
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3., Memorial to C. Addison Keeler. Mr. A. Lawrence Abrams presented
1 to C. Addison Keeler, a former President of the Association. Upon a
mmyﬁiﬂﬂy made and seconded, the memorial was adopted. Copy of the memorial is
m:i:zhe 4 to these minutes.
8]

4., Report of Committee on Constitution and Bylaws. Mr. Robfogel
marized the proposed changes. A ?otion was adopted approving same in the
;mﬁcﬁbed form submitted by a majority of the members of the House of Delegates
.o the Secretary.

5. Report and Resolutions of Action Unit No. 4. Mr. Forger advised
the House that the Executive Committee, at its September 28, 1979 meeting, had
recomended that the rules of parliamentary procedure be suspended temporarily
a time 1limit be imposed on speakers to insure maximum participation, and members
of Action Unit No. 4, who are not also members of the House be allowed to speak
on the subject, in order to achieve full discussion and informed consideration of
the matter. A motion was approved adopting procedural guidelines as recommended
by the Executive Committee.

Mr. Fales, chairman of Action Unit No. 4, summarized the Action
Unit's report and recommendations concerning trial court merger. Following
discussion and a summary of the Action Unit's position by Mr. Miller, the following
resolution was adopted upon motion by the House: :

RESOLVED, that the House of Delegates of the New York State Bar
Association hereby recommends, in principle, the merger of the
County Court, Family Court, Court of Claims, Surrogate's Court,
Civil Court of the City of New York and Criminal Court of the
City of New York into the Supreme Court, and it is further

RESOLVED, that merger of the Surrogate's Court shall be by a
constitutional provision mandating (a) the eStabliShment,Of.a
separate Surrogate's Division of the Supreme Court with jurls=
diction over inter vivos trusts, conservatorships, committees
and other 1ike fiduciary functions, in addition to the
jurisdiction currently exercised by the Surrogate's Court; and
(b) that a Supreme Court Justice elected or desi
pPreside in the Surrogate's Division in more popu
shall serve for a term of ten continuous years,

gnated to
lous counties
and it is further

RESOLVED, that the officers of this Association are hereby .
authorized and directed to take any and all necessary actlogf o
achieve the approval of the Legislature and the electorﬁtir
any statutes or constitutional amendments required in the
judgment to implement this statement of policy.
ommenda-
urlf.’“s Concerp Mr_- Fales then elaborated on the Action port affldt;chction
'S posi "0g judicial selection. After discussion, and @ summary o solution:
‘tion by My, Vigdor, a,moéion'was approved adopting the following re

Unit's re
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RESOLVED, that the House of Delegate

Bar Association hereby adopts, iﬁ prinzf.pize It‘:]}exz :Zrk Srace
tions of Action Unit No. 4 that Justices of’the Su :Ommenda—
Court be appointed by the Governor from lists of cznfi?z t
approved by judicial nominating commissions from each aes
judicial district, provided that the composition of the
nominating commissions and the process of nomination and
appointment is structured in such manner as to adequately
limit and diffuse the power of the Executive, by means of a
broadly based judicial district Nominating Commission, to
insure an opportunity for meaningful local participation by all
segments of the community within the district; and it is
further

RESOLVED, that the officers of this Association are hereby
authorized and directed to take any and all necessary action
to achieve the approval by the Legislature and the electorate
of any statutes or constitutional amendments required in
their judgment to implement this statement of policy.

. 6. Report of Treasurer. Mr. Pritchard's report, copies of which
reviously had been furnished to all members of the House, was received with thanks.

. 7. Report of Finance Committee. Mr. Williams, Chairman of the Finance
‘omuittee, described the current financial condition of the Association, the progress
f the renovation of the One Elk Street property, the status of the buildings

ocated at Numbers 5 and 6 Elk Street, and the significant items of income and
fxpense anticipated during 1980. A motion was adopted approving the 1980 income and
*Pense budget as proposed by the Finance Committee.

8. Report of President. Mr. Palermo reported the following matters:

. e ts
a) He would be sending Reports concerning S1gn1f1cant; developmen

Nd gersos, . ;i
dctivities to members of the House on a quarterly basis.

ad been established with

. - i ram h
he ¢g b) An Executive Committee liaison progra and communication

'egarduimlttees and sections to foster improved coordination
Ng their activities.

a General practice of

. i f
AV Sanps ¢) The Committee to Consider Creation © ing with
s seetlon, under the chairmanship of Robert L. OStertas, was proBicifs
V> and a report was anticipated for the June 1980 House

the Special

i n of
d chairma term uses for

d) Warner M. Bouck had been appointe t and long-

xSSociat.
‘e propzon House Committee which was evaluating presen
Tties located at Numbers 5 and 6 Elk Street. "
a
Day Coinmittee’
e) He was contemplating establishment of a Lav

Witeg
Suggesti 5 concerning the names of potential members.
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f) He was consulti
ulting with th
iati i . e lEadershi B
sssociations to increase communication and foster co p of the various local bar
of common goals. operation in the achievement

g) He and Mr. ,

First, Second and Third Depart Forger ha<‘i met with the Presiding Justic ¢
S rs Lrc bep ments to discuss subjects of stices of the

Association and the Judlciary. J s of current interest to the

h) He h
designees thus fazs inclug';1 ;jl‘ade.severa]_ appointments to Action Unit No. 5 and th
"ichard A. Givens, James M SSlle G. Foschio, Meyer S. Frucher, Robert'L Geltz o
Iric R. Sullivan’ Chanceli artman, Rolland E. Kidder, Jeff Lane, Jeanm; Richm:rrl’
oodbury. ’ » or W. Allen Wallis, Hon. Malcolm Wilson and Robert C. ’

ud members of t;-xz-_ Hﬁ memorandm}a. }}ad been sent to Section and Committee chairpersons
hich were being im luse summe.lrlzlng the changes in the format of the Annual Meeting
hich would be incog emented‘ln 1980. Mr. Palermo described the special programs
Tominent figures i::o]lfat?d in the‘! 1980 Annual Meeting, and indicated that several
je°nard . Janofsl,( ; uding President Carter, Chief Judge Lawrence H. Cooke, and

0 address the'memgérsiizj:dent of the American Bar Association, had been invited

Mr. Carroll outlined the wide range
ervices, under

d action units. He
compared favorably

itglc.:lul‘}iiort of Executive Director.
on by thg ;:Iourt rG'-fOrm'and the delivery of legal s
hat the inv(o);_lse or various sections, committees an

vement and progress of the Association

f the :
American Bar Association and other bar groups, and that such
of the Association. Mr.

ff, and pledged the continued
f the Association in the

o topics,

ousideraty
1r}dicated t
¥ith that o

actiyiy
¥ conti
inued to demonstrate the leadership role

N and
hment support of the staff to all segments O
of their objectives.

f1; 10, N
“h?_ 2 date cert;;-{e ort of Chairman. Mr. Forger stated that it was nécessary to
ch In for a membership count to determine the number of delegates to

QOuH

Co Uty ap,

“ d other bar associations are entitled, for a one-year term
blishing December 31, 1979 as

Cin
Such g Jul
date, ¥y 1, 1980. A motion was adopted esta

unced that the

Forger anno
& ork Hiltom Hotel

t the New Y

next 11,
In Ne:eeting of Eﬁte and place of next meeting. MI.
York ciy e House of Delegates will be held a
Y on Friday, January 25, 1980.



. ADDISON KEELER
TOOCTHE HOUSE OF DELEGATES

1979

¢c. addison Keeler, the 62nd president of this Association, died on

. 25, 1979 at the age of 82.
He is survived by a daughter, Mrs. James (Emily Ann) Ludwig, two sons,

on Keeler, Jr., and John M. Keeler, both of whom follow in his footsteps

pddis
pis profession, in his office, and in his devotion to public service.

His wife, Esther, died on May 2, 1977.

He is

o survived by 11 grandchildren.
Death came at Trondheim, Norway, while he was on a Scandanavian cruise.

ce he had previously suffered a heart attack, and had experienced some recent

ina pains, his family had questioned the wisdom of his undertaking that trip.

i answer was, "If T am going toﬁe, it might just as well be in Copenhagen
to

here." Thus did he live life

A warm, friendly person, he was "Ad" Keeler to all who knew him.
He attended the Binghamton public

its full to the very end.
Ad was

M in Binghamton, New York on April 11, 1897,

100ls and entered Hamilton College in 1915.
L to enlist in the Armed Forces of the United States and served in France.

He interrupted his education in World
He

“imed to Hamilton to complete his studies and received his AB degree in 1920.
In that year, he entered the offices of Hinman, Howard & Kattell, and

lé.lme one of that now almost vanished group of men who studied law and learned

fr Profession in a private law'office. He was admitted to the Bar in 1924 and

Cam, .
® 2 partner in that firm in 1926, where he remained until his death.

The life of aq Keeler brought into reality the vision that every lawyer
trying cases

§ of hy
ueelf as he begins his career —- a man learned in the law,
ader in his community,

T his ¢y .

Tving *ents in all courts with skill and distinction, a le
t . . _
fe public gg well as his clients, and in his professional and civie life

h : : nd
e © Tespect and affection of his fellow lawyers and his fellow' men 4

Scognit

io

" and symbolic honors due him. e of
and the skills

A
Tan of high intelligence, Ad rapidly learned the lav

:aQt1c€
°f tanding general

cactitionerhis Profession, and soon became recognized as an outs o
ix Cage, he. e could try a negligence case or a public utility rate ca e i
Indie - Could write 4 persuasive brief and argue an eloquent appeal, ”
3 5 fellowtate OT create a pension trust, all with equal skill and success.

°f the American College of Trial Lawyers.



Ad Keeler loved the practice of law and never f 11
ully retired f
rom it,

;de in his profession and enjoyed the company of his fe]] He
ow lawyers,

He

ook p].'
strongly in the organized bar and was almost constantl
ntly involved 1
1n a Bar

elieved

ssociation copmittee or a Bar Association project as h
‘ . e stro :

ublit:'s respect for his profession and for his Bar A ve to improve the

- ssociation. Hi

. 1s Colleague

s

ecognized his 1eadersh1p. He served as president of the B
roome County Bar A i
S8Oocia-

iop in 1942-44, as a vice-president and member of the executi
ve committee of th
e

ow York State Bar Association for six years and as president in 195
in 9; he was a

emper of the House of Delegates of the American Bar Associati
. But J':n all the organizations in which he served, botl(-)lnrfa;::il%l—lgé&
rofessional life and civic life, there was none to which he had a A
E:nA::cli‘I::.York State Bar Association. He rarely missed a generairz:::li-nioz‘zlty
ion or i i
o a:r:zn:::tlng of which he was a designated participant, and as a
o e azmost t'=_v¢.ary meeting of the House of Delegates up to
i attaine o che seenes ar'l part1c1patgd in its deliberations. His interest in
- N ation never flagged.
S fello; me:sihwho knew him wgll know that no man ever had a greater
an Ad Keeler. Ad could see only the good in every man

nd the
Product of hi .
is work. In his office it was said of him that Ad Keeler never

eard g
poor spe
ech, n
» never read a poor book, never saw a poor play or movie. He

lways £
ound that which was good
From thi
is attri 1gi
tribute and a strong religious strain came a strong sense

£ civy
Vic res
Ponsibili
ty and a conscientious devotion of a great part of his private

ife, 5
» 10 additj
tion to .
a busy practice of law, to the service of his community and

18 felloy men
st Presbyterian Church,

He w :
as a member, elder and trustee of the Fir

hasi
man of the
and a

Board
of Trustees of the Susquehanna Valley Presbytery,

lOnsi
Stent church goer
* ecame president of his local YMCA. From

hat pe vent He served and b
on to be .
come president of the New York State Association of YMCAs and

! megy,
er of
the nat
ati
onal board and national executive committee.

He 1e
d his
community as president of the Binghamton Community C

a

Prime

mover

i ¢ County Uni in the expansion of that program into the organization of the
n ited
axpghamton Ch Fund, of which he also became president. He served the

andi

and was 8 pri

hest and

amber
of
Commerce, became its president, me mover in

g ¢
at or i
Banization into a county agency.



3y appointment of the governor, he served for many years
48 a member of

rd of visit
cipat:ed in a pro
) hairman of the Broome C ,
ion and was C ounty Council of the §

tate Commission

ors of the Binghamton State Hospital apg bec i
leBoa ame its President,

5Parti

pilitat

gram of finding jobs for ex-convi
cts to assist 1§
In their re-~

ainst piscrimination.
| snd he was one of that small but influential group of citizens of the
ity which succeeded in bringing to Binghamton a branch of the State University
yew York which now, with its student population of over 10,000 has become one of
¢ great universities of the state.
He never sought.honors or office but no call for help went unheeded. The
st is endless. An editorial in a local newspaper at the time of his election to
e presidency of this Association referred to him as "a leader and energetic
tker in every worthy civic undertaking'. And these services were performed not
minly as a duty but joyously out of love for his fellow men. His fellow men returned
bis affection and gratefully followed his leadership.
One of the great leaders of our profession in this state, there has been
“:eb;::: 1:1: :::n C. Addison Keeler. With a great mea§ure of pride, we share in
eem that his life, as a lawyer and a public leader, brought to the

T and oy ’
r 1 . . .
professmn, and we and this Association honor his memory.
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