
Memorandum in Support 

NYSBA #7                                                                                                            February 19, 2025 

S. 2240 By: Senator Cleare 

A. 5414                                                                             By: M. of A. Gibbs 

  Senate Committee: Judiciary 

                                                               Assembly Committee: Judiciary  

  Effective Date: Immediately  

 

AN ACT to amend the judiciary law, in relation to removing the lifetime ban on jury duty for 

convicted felons; and to repeal certain provisions of such law related thereto. 

 

LAW AND SECTIONS REFERRED TO: Sections 510 and 517 of the Judiciary law 

 

This bill would remove the lifetime ban on jury duty for convicted felons who have completed 

their sentence. 

 

The New York State Bar Association’s Task Force on Racism, Social Equity, and the Law 

completed the attached report, providing a number of recommendations, one of which is to permit 

individuals who have been convicted of a felony, and who have completed the service of any 

sentence related to such conviction, to be called to serve in the jury pool.1 This report was adopted 

as policy by NYSBA’s House of Delegates at their January 2023 meeting.  

 

Juries are essential to the functioning of a democratic society and a fair criminal legal system. A 

person who is charged with a crime is entitled to unbiased, impartial decision-makers who are 

selected from a cross-section of their community to sit on the jury. Research demonstrates that 

racially diverse juries ensure fairer outcomes. Unfortunately, racially diverse juries are not the 

norm, both because people of color are underrepresented in the jury pool and because of jury 

selection rules and practices that routinely disproportionately eliminate potential jurors of color. 

 

NYSBA’s Task Force on Racism, Social Equity, and the Law identified four laws which contribute 

to the lack of participation by people of color on juries, one of which is the fact that a felony 

conviction, no matter how old or for what crime, bars a person’s inclusion to the jury pool. More 

than 19 million people in the United States have a felony conviction and it has been estimated that 

13 million people are banned for life from jury service because of a felony conviction. These felony 

convictions fall disproportionately on Black and Latino males both nationally and in New York. 

In New York State approximately 33% of Black men are excluded forever from the jury pool 

because of the State’s felony exclusion law. 

 

 

 
 

1 NYSBA-Taskforce-on-Racism-Social-Equity-and-the-Law-11.11.22-FINAL-with-changes-accepted.pdf 

https://nysba.org/app/uploads/2022/06/NYSBA-Taskforce-on-Racism-Social-Equity-and-the-Law-11.11.22-FINAL-with-changes-accepted.pdf


This legislation would allow a person who has completed their sentence, and therefore who is 

considered to be rehabilitated, the opportunity to enjoy the full rights of citizenship, including the 

right to serve on a jury. By doing so, this legislation would also provide the opportunity for a jury 

pool that more accurately represents New York State’s diverse communities, leading to a fairer and 

more democratic legal system. 
 

For the above reasons and the attached report, the New York State Bar Association SUPPORTS 

this legislation. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/R/R47060 

https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/R/R47060

