ou can find it in the Laws of
Y1877, Chapter 210. It's called
“An Act to incorporate the
New York State Bar Association,”
passed on May 2, 1877. In § 1, the law

recites that the Association “is
formed to cultivate the science of ju-

her sex. If the influence of woman,
usually so potent for good, shall be
conducive towards arraying the
whole profession more thoroughly
on the right side of every public
question, the sphere of woman in all
occupations may well be more gener-

risprudence, to promote reform in
the law, to facilitate the administra-
tion of justice, to elevate the standard
of integrity, honor and courtesy in
the legal profession, and to cherish
the spitit of brotherhood among the
members thereof.”

We have accomplished much in
the past 125 years, and much of the
story of justice and social change in
New York State is the story of its
lawyers and judges and their dedica-
tion to the rule of law. This year, we
have taken the opportunity to cele-
brate the first eighth of a millennium
of the New York State Bar Associa-

ally extended.”

In 1890, the NYSBA took a major
step toward being an organization of
national importance when it spon-
sored a centennial celebration of the
organization of the Judicial Depart-
ment of the federal government and
the first meeting of the U.S. Supreme
Court. Widely reported in the press,
this gala event at the Metropolitan
Opera House attracted hundreds of
guests, including all nine sitting
Supreme Court Justices and former
President Grover Cleveland. A few
years later, our voice was heard inter-
nationally as a NYSBA proposal

tion by celebrating its history. In fact,
a committee chaired by John Hanna
of Albany is in the process of super-
vising the preparation of a book that
will recount the highlights of those
125 years in words and pictures. The history of the As-
sociation, which will be produced by the publishers of
American Heritage magazine, is expected to be ready for
public consumption in time for our 2003 Annual Meet-
ing. You will be receiving further information on the his-
tory project as it progresses.

In the meantime, you will have to be satisfied with
some vignettes from our distinguished past. Our roots
can be traced back to the organizational meeting that
took place in Albany on November 21, 1876. A group of
lawyers determined “that it is expedient that a State Bar
Association be now formed,” and as noted above they
received their legislative charter a few months later. The
first annual meeting of the Association was held in No-
vember 1877. John K. Porter, our first president, ad-
dressed the annual meeting and set the tone for the fore-
seeable future: “Let us trust that this association may
endure, and that it may exercise a collective and perma-
nent influence. We are strengthened by association with
each other.”

The reference to “brotherhood” in the charter shortly
became an anachronism, when in 1887 Governor David
Hill—himself a president of this Association—signed
legislation removing restrictions on the admission of
women to the practice of law in New York State. In so
doing, he declared that “hereafter no female otherwise
properly qualified can be rejected solely on account of
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grew into what is now the Permanent
Court of Arbitration in The Hague,
then the first global means for set-
tling disputes among countries.

We have always been deeply con-
cerned with maintaining effective self-regulation of the
profession. In 1894, we spearheaded a successful effort
to obtain legislation establishing a board of bar examin-
ers and a uniform statewide bar examination process.
Four years later, a NYSBA proposal for a statewide reg-
ister of attorneys and counselors at law was enacted by
the Legislature. Eleven years later, our first code of
ethics, the venerated and veneered “Canons,” was
adopted by the NYSBA.

We have also always been concerned with access to
justice for all. Our 1920 study of the availability of legal
services for the indigent, which built upon work in prior
years, concluded that “[a]ny state of society or any sys-
tem of government which does not look to the enforce-
ment of law and the protection of rights for the poor and
weak and friendless, is wanting in that keystone of the
arch upon which a stable society rests. Where this es-
sential is lacking you shake the faith of the people in
government and bring in the question of fundamental
fairness of our institutions.”

By the time we celebrated our 50th anniversary, our
membership had reached 4,000 and our first Section—
the Judicial Section—had been created. During the next
20 years, members of the Association created the Young

Steven C. Krane can be reached at 1585 Broadway, New
York, N.Y. 10036
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Lawyers Section, the Food, Drug and Cosmetic Law Sec-
tion, the Municipal Law Section and the Insurance Law
Section (now the Tort, Insurance and Compensation
Law Section). Our first monthly bulletin was published
in 1928,

Ever seeking to improve and reform law and legal in-
stitutions, the NYSBA pressed forward with a number
of key initiatives as we approached the midpoint of the
20th Century. Based on an NYSBA proposal, in 1939 the
Governor of New York undertook a survey of the oper-
ation and procedures of state administrative agencies.
Since then, we have continued our work for effective ad-
ministrative adjudication procedures, as evidenced by
the extensive studies presented to the House of Dele-
gates in the past few years. In 1941, our lobbying efforts
to promote automobile safety resulted in the Motor Ve-
hicle Safety-Responsibility Act.

NYSBA members mobilized during World War IL
Lawyers served as government appeal agents for Selec-
tive Service boards. And beginning a tradition of pro
bono service for members of our armed forces that con-
tinues to this day, the NYSBA coordinated the efforts of
lawyers throughout the state who provided legal ser-
vices to our fighting men and women. In 1945, Secretary
of War Henry Stimson issued a certificate of apprecia-
Hon to the Association, which stated: “The contribution
of time and professional services made by patriotic civil-
ian lawyers under this plan has materially enhanced the
morale of the Army and contributed to the success of the
war effort.”

As our 75th anniversary neared, we formed the New
York Bar Foundation, which works to facilitate the avail-
ability of legal services, increase the public’s under-
standing of the law, promote initiatives to improve the
justice system and the law, and enhance professional
competence and ethics. We celebrated our anniversary
in 1952 with the hiring of our first executive director (50
years later, we're only on our third occupant of that po-
sition), and by moving out of the space we had occupied
in the State Capitol Building for 60 years into offices at
99 Washington Avenue in Albany, In the ensuing years,
we established a continuing legal education program,
inaugurated the New York State Bar Association Journal,
and formed several new substantive law Sections for
our more than 7,500 members to join.

Our 100th anniversary saw us in our current head-
quarters, the award-winning facility at One Elk Street
that we occupied in 1971. I encourage each of you to pay
a visit to the Bar Center. You will find that, hidden be-
hind the facades of several early 1800s town houses, is
space (after a 1990 expansion) for more than 100 staff
members, as well as meeting rooms, the Great Hall, and
in the front of what was once Two Elk Street, the Presi-
dent’s Office in which I now sit.

Our governance structure was changed dramatically
in 1972 with the creation of the House of Delegates, a
stellar example of pure democracy. Each member of the
House is free to stand up and say whatever comes to his
or her mind; House members often do just that.

Membership topped 25,000 as we approached our
centennial year, and we continued to look for more
ways to serve our members and the public. We created
the Law, Youth & Citizenship Program in cooperation
with the State Education Department, formed the New
York State Conference of Bar Leaders, and in 1981 es-
tablished a statewide Lawyer Referral Service.

Our second century has begun with a series of initia-
tives designed to achieve the goals set forth in our char-
ter. Years of hard work by members of the Association
resulted in the Court Modernization Act in 1987. That
law provided financing means and provisions to im-
prove or replace inadequate and deteriorating court fa-
cilities. In 1989 we commissioned a landmark study of
the legal needs of the indigent in New York State and
presented a plan to enhance volunteer legal services.
Two years later, the Association created a Department of
Pro Bono Affairs to oversee these efforts.

In 1997, the NYSBA broke new ground by filing a fed-
eral lawsuit challenging the constitutionality of the now
infamous—and invalidated—"Granny’s Counsel Goes
to Jail” law. And in 2001, the four departments of the
Appellate Division joined together to adopt new disci-
plinary rules, developed and proposed by the NYSBA,
to delineate clear boundaries between permissible and
impermissible forms of multidisciplinary practice. Our
Association’s extensive disaster relief work in the wake
of the World Trade Center attack on September 11 is a
tribute to the volunteer efforts of our members in serv-
ing those in need.

We are now an organization of 70,000 members, 23
Sections, 70 Association-wide committees, and other
numbers as well. We have considerable reason to be
proud of what our Association has accomplished over
its first 125 years. Next year at this time, you will be able
to read all about it. In the meantime, hold on to this
thought: The goals set out for our organization in our
charter 125 years ago remain the fundamental under-
pinnings for our efforts. We still seek “to cultivate the
science of jurisprudence.” We make every effort “to pro-
mote reform in the law.” We strive “to facilitate the ad-
ministration of justice.” Much of our work seeks “to el-
evate the standard of integrity, honor and courtesy in
the legal profession.” And to paraphrase, we do still,
now and forever, cherish the spirit of collegiality among
our members.

Happy anniversary to all!
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Introduction

Robert L. Qstertag

On the Cover:

The Blustration on the cover of the
Annual Report deplcts the Seal of the
United States Supreme Court. Created
by Norman Laliberté, this (s one of 2
serles of banners displayed in the
State Bar Center in Albany.

2

11 e can most aid the com-
mon weal, by cooperat-
ing in whatever tends to the ele-
vation of the profession, the
successful administration of the
laws, and the growth and devel-
opment of our civilization .... We
are strengthened by assoclation
with each other,”

—John K. Porter, NYSBA President, 1877
[ § ]

Every time I visit our Bar Center in Albany,
I'm greeted by John K, Porter, the Associa-
tlon’s first President, He's the mustachioed,
bespectacled gentleman in the first of the
portraits as you enter the Assaciation’s
headquarters,

President Porter had a thorough compre-
hension of the enormity of the challenges
confronting the profession and the impor-
tance of the Assaclation in addressing these
concerns on behalf of the public and the
profession. That's evident from reading his
Inaugural address of 1877, illustrated In the
snippet set out above, The key ingredient in
undertaking these efforts, President Porter
stressed, is working together as an assocla-
tion, In today’s complex and fast-paced cli-
mate, the value of this parthership has
never heen greater.

The torch lit by our founders has been
carrled far and high in confronting obstacles
that could never have been imagined 100-
plus years ago. In looking over all the work
of the Assoctation In the past year, | believe
that Presldent Potter would not be disap-
pointed in terms of the breadth and depth
of our initiatives; he would be most grati-
fted that we have pursued this work as an
orgahization; he would be overwhelmed at
the tremendous talents and energles of our
members and their willlngness to share and
volunteer, | wish each and every one of
you, at this time, would take a bow.

It seems only a2 moment ago that |
flipped the calendar to June 1, 1991, iden-
tified some areas In which | hoped to have
a hand in seeking the advancement of the
Association’s objectives. | took comfor! Jn
knowing that tiis was not a solo flight but a
collaborative venture with my colleagues
throughout the Association who bring a
wealth of knowledge, experlence and per-
spectives abow! the numerous areas of law,
the legal system and life,

My agenda, to clte a few examples,

inchuded steps t0 expand our work in
addressing the concetns of the atlarney in
sole and small firm praclice, drawing from
my background 2s a small fiem general
practitioner. The establishment of a task
force, the presentation of a conference and
the report on these subjects during the past
year help us take practical and effective
actions, This 1$ a “work in progress,” under-
taken by the Association In concert with
our Committees and Sections.

Building on our work Ih previous years,
we realized an increase in voluntary pro
bonoservice. This Is an area that clearly
demmotistrates the power of cooperative and
coordinated approaches by ail members of
the profession. While recognizing that this,
teo, wiil be a priority for the profession in
the years ahead, we can point with pride to
the many pro bono programs that have
been developed and the thousands of attor-
neys involved In rendering such service
throughout the state.

We have pursued, with positive results,
our longstanding efforts to remedy the over-
crowded and crumbling condition of court:
house factiities through opposition to delays
in construction and renovation projects.
This vill need our ongolng attention as an
Assoclation and we will continue to call
upon you to rally the cause In your commy-
nitles. The lunding and provision of
resouices to enable our coutt system fo
propetly function In these difficult times
was of grave concern and the subject of con-
certed action by the Assoclation this past
year, As we all know, this is not a shorl-
term prablem; we are working diligently to
address these concerns over the long-term.
As part of these efforts, [ appointed an advi-
sory comynittee to develop a proposal to
study the entire judicial system and its abill-
ty to meet its constitutional tmandate and
the high level of demands upon its
resources. Your help was Invaluable in
averting the worst of the crisis. Your support
in the future will be essential.

‘The New York State Bar Assoclation Is
the largest voluntary state bar association in
the nation. [ wish those who belleve that
volunteerism Is extinct in the profession
could stand in my shoes for just a moment,
They would see all the individuals who
answer the call and who step forward on
their own initiative to work together as an
assoclatlon dedlcated to improve the law
and the administration of justlce, to facill-
tate professional development, and to pro-
vide public service,




ou can find it in the Laws of
Y1877, Chapter 210, It's called

“An Act to incorporate the
New York State Bar Association,”
passed on May 2, 1877. In § 1, the law
recites that the Association “is
formed to cullivate the science of ju-

her sex, If the influence of woman,
usually so potent for good, shall be
conducive towards arraying the
whole profession more thoroughly
on the right side of every public
question, the sphere of woman in all
occupations may well be more gener-
ally extended.”

risprudence, to promote reform in
the law, to facilitate the adminisira-
tion of justice, to elevate the standard
of integrity, honor and courtesy in
the legal profession, and to cherish
the spirit of brotherhood among the
members thereof.”

We have accomplished much in
the past 125 years, and much of the
story of justice and social change in
New York State is the story of lis
lawyers and judges and their dedica-
tion to the rule of faw. This year, we
have taken the opportunity to cele-
brate the first eighth of a millennium
of the New York State Bar Associa-
tion by celebrating its history, In fact,
a committee chaired by John Hanna
of Albany is in the process of super-
vising the preparation of a book that
will recount the highlights of those
125 years in wards and pictures. The history of the As-
soclation, which will be produced by the publishers of
Amerfean Heritage magazine, is expected to be ready for
public consumption in ime for our 2003 Annual Meet-
ing. You will be receiving further information on the his-
tory project as it progresses.

In the meantime, you will have to be satistied with
some vignettes from our distinguished past. Our roots
can be traced back to the organizational meeting that
took place in Albany on November 21, 1876, A group of
lawyers determined “that it is expedient that a State Bar
Association be now formed,” and as noted above they
teceived their legislative charter a few months later. The
first annual meeting of the Association was held in No-
vember 1877. John K. Porter, our first president, ad-
dressed the annual meeting and set the tone for the fore-
seeable future: “Let us trust that this association may
endure, and that it may exercise a collective and perma-
nent influence. We are strengthened by association with
each other.”

The reference to “brotherhood” in the charter shortly
became an anachronism, when in 1887 Governor David
Hill—himself a president of this Association—signed
legistation removing restrictions on the admission of
women to the practice of Jaw in New York State. In so
doing, he declared that “hereafter no female otherwise
properly qualified can be rejected solely on account of
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In 1890, the NYSBA took a major
step toward being an organization of
national importance when it spon-
sored a cenlennial celebration of the
organization of the Judicial Depart-
ment of the federal government and
the first meeting of the US, Supreme
Court. Widely reported in the press,
this gala event at the Metropolitan
Opera Housc attracted hundreds of
guests, including all nine sitting
Supreme Court Justices and former
President Grover Cleveland, A few
years later, our voice was heard inter-
nationally as a NYSBA proposal
grew into what is now the Permanent
Court of Arbitration in The Hague,
then the first global means for set-
tling disputes among countries,

We have always been deeply con-
cerned with maintaining effective self-regulation of the
profession. In 1894, we spearheaded a successful effort
to obtain legislation establishing a board of bar examin-
ers and a uniform stalewide bar examination process.
Four years later, a NYSBA proposal for a statewide reg-
ister of atiorneys and counselors at law was enacted by
the Legislature. Eleven years later, our first code of
ethics, the venerated and veneered “Canons,” was
adopted by the NYSBA.

We have also always been concerned with access to
justice for all. Our 1920 study of the availability of legal
services for the indigent, which built upon work in prior
years, concluded that “[a]ny state of society or any sys-
tem of government which does not look to the enforce-
ment of law and the protection of rights for the poor and
weak and friendless, is wanting in that keystone of the
arch upon which a stable society rests, Where this es-
sential is lacking you shake the faith of the people in
government and bring in the question of fundamental
fairness of our institutions,”

By the time we celebrated our 50th anniversary, our
membership had reached 4,000 and our first Section—
the Judicial Section—had been created, During the next
20 years, members of the Association created the Young

Steven C. Krane can be reached at 1585 Broadway, New
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Serving the Profession,
Serving the Public

New York State Bar Association

has had two main objectives: to
serve the profession and to serve the
public.

In the words of our 1877 Enabling
Act, the Assoclation was “formed to
cultivate the science of jurisprudence,
to promote reform in the law, to facili-
tate the administration of justice, to
elevate the standard of integrity, honor
and courtesy in the legal profession,
and to cherish the spirit of brotherhood
among the members thereof.” These
words have stood the test of time,
although today we would substitute
“gpirit of collegiality” for “spirit of
brotherhood” to mark the welcome
gender diversity of our 2Ist-century
legal profession.

The first president of the State Bar,
John K, Porter, said in 1877, again
in the terms of the day, “Ours is an
undertaking by practical men, and it
is designed to be of practical benefit to
the profession and to the community
at large.”

Part of serving the profession is
providing “practical benefit” to our
members, helping them to be success-
ful in their practices, to have the tools
to serve their clients competently, and
to conduct themselves professionally
as lawyers. The priorities of our stra-
tegic plan are te increase the value

me its beginning in 1876, the

of the Assoclation to members and
prospective members; to use technol-
ogy to communicate more effective-
ly; to deliver products and services
more efficiently; and to increase the
overall value of membership in the
Association. In 2 time when we hear
that everyone must do more with less,
our goal is to help you do more with
more - more of the best CLE through
our CLE Department and our 26 sec-
tions; more up-to-date, accurate infor-
mation through our publications in
print form and electronic searchable
formats; more networking opportuni-
ties through our sections, committees
and programs; and more web-based
resources for your practices,

We continue to engage in various
activities to serve the public interest.
The leadership of the State Bar has
traveled to Albany and Washington,
D.C,, to advocate for adequate funding
of state and federal courts and to urge
our-congressional delegation to resist
further reductions in funding of the
Legal Services Corporation, We have
lobbied at the state level for reforms
in the criminal justice and juvenile
justice systems to avoid wrongful con-
victions and ensure the fair treatment
of young people. We have lobbled to
provide access to justice for indigent
defendants and indigent parties to civil
actions involving the necessities of life,

and to amend the Not-for-Profit Cor-
poration Law as recommended by our
Business Law Section. We have pro-
vided training and support for local
bar associations and lawyers dealing
with legal problems in the wake of
Superstorm Sandy and for legal ser
vices providers throughout the state.
We have formed Task Forces on Gun
Violence and Criminal Discovery and
Special Committees on Human Traf-
ficking, Prisoner Re-entry and Voter
Participation.

The New York State Bar Association
exists because more than 135 years ago
New York lawyers decided that they
could do more together to advance the
legal profession and the interests of
lawyers and to serve the public intecest
than they could accomplish separately,
That remains true today. Together we
truly can make a difference.

We invite your ideas and active
participation ag we continue to serve
the profession and the public, Please
send your comments and suggestions
to me at the email address below,
[ look forward to working with you
and serving as president of your
association in the coming year »n

Davip M., SCHRAVER can be reached
at dschraver@nysba.org.
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Our State Bar

Associations:

The New York State Bar Association

'
F HE NEW YORK STATE Bar Asse-
cintion, characterized by Dean Roscoe
Pound as “the oldest of the State Bar
Associations  organized before 1870
with unbroken continulty”, owes its
beginnings to the initiative of The
Association of the Bar of the Cily of
New York. In 1875 that Assoviation
authorized a commitiee to invite dele-
gates from throughout the state to at-
lend' a convention in Albany. On No-
vember 21, 1876, nincty-one delegates
met in the Assewbly Chamber of the’
old Capitol to organize the New York
State Bar Association and elected a
New Yorker, John K. Porter, as its
first President. The long history of
hoth assoriations has been marked by
warm co-operation, and nine lawyors
have served s Presidonts of both asso.
cintions, Thres of those nine, Joseph
Chinate, Flihn Root and Charles Evans
Hughes, went on 1o rerve as Presidents
of the American Bar Asscciation.

The Aesociation was incorporated
by statute on May 2, 1877, This was
the year when the famous Supreme
Court decision in Pennvyer v. Neff
was handed down, the Brooklyn Bridge
was under construction, and Thomas
Fdison was just entering upon experi-
ments at Menlo Park, which culmi-
nated two years later in the invention
of the incandescent lamp! One wouders
what the reaction of our founders
might be were they, today, to sce Com-
wittees on Atomic Encrgy and on Elee-
tronic Data Processing and jta Appli.
cation to the Law listed mmong the
activities of the Association!

Coinnidentally, the oldest voluntary
state bar is housed in probably the
oldest headquarters building of any
association in the country. s present
hoadquarters, dedicated in 1953, was
built in 1799 and was used in the early
1800%s as the Execcutive Mansion for
the Governor of the Stale, Daniel ],
Toropkins, whe luter hecame Vice
President of the United States, Tis
stately exterior  heljes the modern
equipment it houses to mest the ever-
increasing demands of servicing more
than 11,400 members.

Organisation

The affairs of the Assoviation are
managed by an Lxecutive Commillee
consisting  of the officers, one vice
president and three commitiee mem-
bers froms esch of the ten judicial
distiivts in the state, the chairmen of
the varivus sections and the past presi.
dents of the Association. Its aetivities
are conducted by some sixty-five com.
witlees und nine sections; viz, Anti-
trust Law, Banking Law, Food, Drug
und  Cosmetic Luw, Insurance Luw,
Judicial, Municipal, Taxation, Trial
Luwyires and Young Lawyers. Dues
range from $6 for those admitted less
than five years to $22 for regular mem-
bers. The annval budget this vear is
$228,000. Supplemental funds for other
activities ure made available through
a State Bar Foundation, The fulltime
professional stafl, in addition to the
Executive Direetor, includes a Director
of Public Information and an Fxecu-
tive Assistant. The editors of the pub-

lications of the Association, the State
Bar Journal, the Lawyer Service Letter,
the Legislative Cirenlar, the Director
of the Centinuing Tegal Education
program and the Counsel to the Griev.
ance Corumittee serve on a retainer
hasis,

Major Accomplishmonts

The reputotion of na professional
azsociation i3 mewsured by its contri.
butions to the well-being of the pro.
fession and the public. Tou few autside
of the profession are aware of the con-
tributiona of the organized Bar to
bettor goveenment and better justice,
Active bar members know only too
well the time, effert and expense re.
quired to achieve results. Thug, a few
ilustrations will indicate the New York
State Bar Association's accomplish.
ments at the national and state level,

On the National Level

Unknown to most, hut worthy of
mention, is the fact that in the late
1600%s the Association drafted o plan
for u world court to settle international
disputes, und 8 memorial to the Con.
gress and the President was prepared
urging its adoption, The plan reached
i3 fulfillment with the estublishment of
the present world court. During the
same period, & commitiee seeured en-
netment of leglslation providing for
uniform statewlde bar examinations
under the supervision of a single Buard
of Law Examiners, This plan was gen-
erally adopted throughout the country
and did much to elevate the standards
of the profession,
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