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UCS-176 Rev. 01/03

ATTORNEY DISCIPLINARY ACTIVITIES

PERIOD COVERED   (ANNUAL REPORT  2018 )

                  THIRD DEPARTMENT

I. MATTERS PROCESSED: *

A.  Matters Pending at Start of Period  1772 
B.  New Matters During Period  3466 
C.  Closed Matters Reactivated During Period        0 
D.  Total Matters to be Processed During Period (A+B+C)   5238
E.  Total Matters Disposed of During Period  1183 
F.  Matters Pending at End of Period  4055 

II. MATTERS DISPOSED OF BY COMMITTEE:
Cases** Matters

A. Rejected as Failing to State a Complaint    489           525 
B.  Referred to Other Disciplinary Committees      96          112 
C.  Referred to Other Agencies        6           7 
D.  Dismissed or Withdrawn     144     152 
E.  Dismissed through Mediation         0         0 
F.  Letter of Advisement       71            69 
G. Admonition       35       45 
H. Admonition-Personal Delivery         8       13 
I.   Referred to Appellate Division (Disc. Proc.)     206       260

Total Disposed of During Period (same as I.E above.)    1055             1183    

III. CASES PROCESSED IN ALL COURTS:

A. Cases Pending at Start of Period      56  

1.  Disciplinary Proceedings    31  
2.  Other    25  

Cases Received During Period                  189   
1.  Disciplinary Proceedings     55  
2.  Other   134  

B. Total to be Processed During Period                245    
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ATTORNEY DISCIPLINARY ACTIVITIES

C. Cases Closed

1.    Disbarred     19     
2.    Disciplinary Resignations       0     
3.    Suspended***      24    
4.    Censured        5    
5.    Privately Censured        0    
6.    Remanded to Grievance Committee        0     
7.    Discontinued        0     
8.    Dismissed        7     
9.    Reinstatements Granted        9     
10.  Reinstatements Denied        2     
11.  Non-Disciplinary Resignations       88    
12.  All Other Dispositions       55   
13.  Total closed      209  

E. Total Cases Pending at End of Period      36     
1.    Disciplinary Proceedings      30     
2.    Other        6     

For the purposes of this report, the term “Matter” includes the following:

1. Complaints
2. Inquiries (Excluding telephone inquiries)
3. Sua Sponte investigations

* Matters represents individual complaints and inquiries.

** Cases refers to the number of respondent/attorneys.  As some attorneys are the subject
of multiple complaints, the number of matters may exceed the number of cases.

***  Includes definite, interim and indefinite suspensions.
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Decided and Entered:  December 27, 2018 

 

Foreign Discipline (22 NYCRR) §1240.13 

 

Suspension: 

 

Matter of Phyllis R. McCoy-Jacien - D-172-18 

  

Reinstatement (22 NYCRR) §1240.16(a) 

 

Granted: 

 

Matter of Joel Antonio Padilla - D-171-18 

 

Decided and Entered:  December 20, 2018 

 

Resignation for Nondisciplinary Reasons (22 NYCRR) §1240.22(a) 

 

Granted: 

 

Matter of Benjamin Michael Seel - D-170-18 

Matter of Joshua Stephen Landau - D-169-18 

 

Decided and Entered:  December 13, 2018 

 

Foreign Discipline (22 NYCRR) §1240.13 

 

Censure: 

 

Matter of Frank A. Lauletta - D-166-18 

 

Suspension: 

 

Matter of Paul Joseph McArdle - D-165-18 

 

Resignation for Nondisciplinary Reasons (22 NYCRR) §1240.22(a) 

 

Granted: 

 

Matter of Mark Douglas Dillon - D-168-18 

Matter of Vernon Richard Johnson - D-167-18 

 

Decided and Entered:  December 6, 2018 

 

Foreign Discipline (22 NYCRR) §1240.13 

 

Suspension: 

 

Matter of Lori Jo Sklar - D-150-18 

Matter of Sanghwan Hahn - D-149-18 

 

 



Interim Suspension (22 NYCRR) §1240.9(a) 

 

Suspension: 

 

Matter of Philip George Ackerman - D-158-18 

 

Resignation for Nondisciplinary Reasons (22 NYCRR) §1240.22(a) 

 

Granted: 

 

Matter of Sarah Neesa Young - D-164-18 

Matter of Corinne Ruth Seibert - D-163-18 

Matter of Kevin Allen Wiggins - D-162-18 

Matter of Lawrence B. Gotlieb - D-161-18 

Matter of Daniel David Cotta - D-160-18 

Matter of Jozef Willem Pinxten - D-159-18 

Matter of John Robert Stoll - D-157-18 

Matter of Jennifer Lynne Porcaro - D-156-18 

Matter of Arthur Alexander Goodell - D-155-18 

Matter of Allan Bennett Goldstein - D-154-18 

Matter of Elizabeth Mullikin Drake - D-153-18 

Matter of Andree Kahn Blumstein - D-152-18 

Matter of Jennifer Anne Cottell - D-151-18 

 

Decided and Entered:  November 29, 2018 

 

Foreign Discipline (22 NYCRR) §1240.13 

 

Disbarment: 

 

Matter of Chirayu Aaron Patel - D-145-18 

 

Suspension: 

 

Matter of Daniel John McCarthy - D-146-18 

 

Reinstatement (22 NYCRR) §1240.16(a) 

 

Granted: 

 

Matter of Stacey Lynn Katz - D-148-18 

 

Decided and Entered:  November 21, 2018 

 

Foreign Discipline (22 NYCRR) §1240.13 

 

Censure: 

 

Matter of Michael Laurence D'Amico - D-144-18 

  



 

Interim Suspension (22 NYCRR) §1240.9(a) 

 

Suspension: 

 

Matter of Peter Hughes Barry - D-143-18 

 

Decided and Entered:  November 15, 2018 

 

Interim Suspension (22 NYCRR) §1240.9(a) 

 

Suspension: 

 

Matter of Albert Hessberg III - D-142-18 

 

Disbarment After Interim Suspension (22 NYCRR) §1240.9(b) 

 

Disbarment: 

 

Matter of Joseph James Battaglia - D-141-18 

 

Decided and Entered:  November 8, 2018 

 

Foreign Discipline (22 NYCRR) §1240.13 

 

Disbarment: 

 

Matter of Barry Dean Friedman - D-140-18 

 

Suspension: 

 

Matter of Todd Clifford Sicklinger - D-139-18 

 

Resignation for Nondisciplinary Reasons (22 NYCRR) §1240.22(a) 

 

Granted: 

 

Matter of Frances Mary Coopman - D-138-18 

 

Decided and Entered:  November 1, 2018 

 

Disciplinary Proceeding (22 NYCRR) §1240.8 

 

Suspension: 

 

Matter of Glen W. Brownell - D-137-18 

 

Reinstatement (22 NYCRR) §1240.16(a) 

 

Granted: 

 

Matter of Forrest Scott Freedman - D-136-18 



Matter of Michael Adam Weiss - D-135-18 

 

Decided and Entered:  October 25, 2018 

 

Foreign Discipline (22 NYCRR) §1240.13 

 

Censure: 

 

Matter of Alexander Pavliv - D-131-18 

 

Resignation for Nondisciplinary Reasons (22 NYCRR) §1240.22(a) 

 

Granted: 

 

Matter of Eva Grace Stieglitz Shell - D-132-18 

 

Denied: 

 

Matter of Sarah Neesa Young D-134-18 

Matter of Justin Timothy Ko - D-133-18 

 

Decided and Entered:  October 18, 2018 

 

Disciplinary Proceeding (22 NYCRR) §1240.8 

 

Censure: 

 

Matter of Robert W. Carey - D-129-18 

 

Foreign Discipline (22 NYCRR) §1240.13 

 

Disbarment:  

 

Matter of John Richard Canney III - D-126-18 

 

Reinstatement (22 NYCRR) §1240.16(a) 

 

Denied: 

 

Matter of Benjamin Conlon - D-130-18 

 

Resignation for Nondisciplinary Reasons (22 NYCRR) §1240.22(a) 

 

Granted: 

 

Matter of Nicholas John Sciretta - D-128-18 

Matter of Scott Michael Lara - D-127-18 

  



Decided and Entered: October 4, 2018 

 

Resignation for Nondisciplinary Reasons (22 NYCRR) §1240.22(a) 

 

Granted: 

 

Matter of Joel Franklin Brenner - D-124-18 

 

Decided and Entered: September 20, 2018 

 

Resignation for Nondisciplinary Reasons (22 NYCRR) §1240.22(a) 

 

Granted: 

 

Matter of Kasey Garrett Nordeen - D-123-18 

Matter of Andrew Todd Redman - D-122-18 

Matter of Kevin Leo Oberdorfer - D-121-18 

Matter of Heather Shannon Glass - D-120-18 

Matter of Caitlin Guilford - D-119 -18 

Matter of Cara Anne Gardner - D-118-18 

Matter of Ryan Patrick Avery - D-117-18 

 

Decided and Entered: September 13, 2018 

 

Disciplinary Proceeding (22 NYCRR) §1240.8 

 

Granted: 

 

Matter of Eoin Nicholas McDonagh - D-112-18 

 

Felony Convictions (22 NYCRR) §1240.12(a) 

 

Disbarment: 

 

Matter of Richard James Sherwood - D-116-18 

 

Interim Suspension (22 NYCRR) §1240.9(a) 

 

Suspension: 

 

Matter of Lincoln Lim Tan, Jr. - D-115-18 

 

Resignation for Nondisciplinary Reasons (22 NYCRR) §1240.22 (a) 

 

Granted: 

 

Matter of Ryan Joseph Bird - D-113-18 

 

  



Decided and Entered: September 6, 2018 

 

Foreign Discipline (22 NYCRR) §1240.13 

 

Disbarment: 

 

Matter of Christopher Lauren Graham - D-114-18 

 

Felony Convictions (22 NYCRR) §1240.12(a) 

 

Disbarment: 

 

Matter of Sara O'Connor Kenney - D-111-18 

 

Reinstatement (22 NYCRR) §1240.16(a) 

 

Denied: 

 

Matter of Jing Tan - D-110-18 

 

Decided and Entered: August 23, 2018 

 

Interim Suspension (22 NYCRR) §1240.9(a) 

 

Denied: 

 

Matter of Craig Raymond Fritzsch - D-109-18 

 

Resignation for Nondisciplinary Reasons (22 NYCRR) §1240.22(a) 

 

Granted: 

 

Matter of Jeffrey Whitehead Spencer - D-108-18 

Matter of Mark Fisher - D-107-18 

 

Decided and Entered: August 16, 2018 

 

Resignation for Nondisciplinary Reasons (22 NYCRR) §1240.22(a) 

 

Granted: 

 

Matter of Herman Osofsky - D-106-18 

 

Decided and Entered: August 9, 2018 

 

Reinstatement (22 NYCRR) §1240.16(a) 

 

Granted: 

 

Matter of Paul Alan Serbinowski - D-105-18 

 

 



Resignation for Nondisciplinary Reasons (22 NYCRR) §1240.22(a) 

 

Granted: 

 

Matter of Jonathan Dean Moler - D-104-18 

Matter of Samantha Marian Lowen - D-103-18 

Matter of Stanly Ray Jensen - D-102-18 

Matter of Rochelle Lyn Haller - D-101-18 

Matter of Ira Genberg - D-100-18 

Matter of Kathleen Marie Creamer - D-99-18 

Matter of Moriah Howat Berger, aka Moriah Howat Berger Allen - D-98-18 

Matter of William Maurice Pridgen - D-97-18 

Matter of Joseph R. Fleming - D-96-18 

 

Decided and Entered: August 2, 2018 

 

Interim Suspension (22 NYCRR) §1240.9(a) 

 

Suspension: 

 

Matter of Ryan Yu - D-93-18 

 

Resignation for Nondisciplinary Reasons (22 NYCRR) §1240.22(a) 

 

Granted: 

 

Matter of Jules Philip Levine - D-91-18 

 

Denied: 

 

Matter of William A. Hicks, III - D-95-18 

Matter of James R. Grimes, III - D-94-18 

Matter of Samuel Allagash Jennings - D-90-18 

 

Decided and Entered: July 19, 2018 

 

Disciplinary Proceeding (22 NYCRR) §1240.8(a)(5) 

 

Suspension: 

 

Matter of Glen W. Brownell - D-87-18 

 

Foreign Discipline (22 NYCRR) §1240.13 

 

Suspension: 

 

Matter of Jude Chukwuma Ezeala - D-88-18 

  



 

Decided and Entered: July 12, 2018 

 

Interim Suspension (22 NYCRR) §1240.9(a) 

 

Suspension: 

 

Matter of Cassandra Lee Channing - D-82-18 

 

Reinstatement (22 NYCRR) §1240.16(a) 

 

Denied: 

 

Matter of Benjamin Conlon - D-83-18 

 

Resignation for Nondisciplinary Reasons (22 NYCRR) §1240.22(a) 

 

Granted: 

 

Matter of Marla Lynn Soffer - D-86-18 

Matter of Gerhard Ferdinand Volz - D-85-18 

Matter of Gracia Fiona Maria Burkert - D-84-18 

Matter of Jon David Corey - D-81-18 

Matter of Galen Bundy Bascom - D-80-18 

Matter of David Harrison Becker - D-79-18 

 

Decided and Entered: June 28, 2018 

 

Disciplinary Proceeding (22 NYCRR) §1240.8 

 

Suspension: 

 

Matter of Mary Elizabeth Rain - D-78-18 

 

Reinstatement (22 NYCRR) §1240.16(a) 

 

Granted: 

 

Matter of Jeffrey T. Canale, NKA Jeffrey T. LaCroix -  D-77-18 

 

Decided and Entered: June 21, 2018 

 

Disciplinary Proceeding (22 NYCRR) §1240.8 

 

Disbarment: 

  

Matter of Erin Elizabeth Hayes - D-76-18 

 

 

Suspension: 

 

Matter of Ronald Leonard Daigle, Jr. - D-74-18 



Matter of Craig Raymond Fritzsch - D-73-18 

 

Reinstatement (22 NYCRR) §1240.16(a) 

 

Matter of Liang-Houh Shieh - D-75-18 

 

Decided and Entered: June 14, 2018 

 

Foreign Discipline (22 NYCRR) §1240.13 

 

Disbarment: 

 

Matter of Lucia Cordeiro DeMelo - D-72-18 

 

Decided and Entered: June 7, 2018 

 

Disciplinary Proceeding (22 NYCRR) §1240.8(a)(5) 
 

Suspension: 

 

Matter of Melvin M. Marin - D-68-18 

 

Resignation for Nondisciplinary Reasons (22 NYCRR) §1240.22(a) 

 

Granted: 

 

Matter of Mary Elizabeth Gaiser - D-70-18 

 

Denied: 

 

Matter of Marsha Alridge - D-71-18 

Matter of Adam Branden Mingal - D-69-18 

 

Decided and Entered: May 24, 2018 

 

Reinstatement (22 NYCRR) §1240.16(a) 

 

Granted:  

 

Matter of Julie Ann Ettelson, NKA Julie A. Laczkowski - D-66-18 

 

Resignation for Nondisciplinary Reasons (22 NYCRR) §1240.22(a) 

 

Granted: 

 

Matter of Marc Stuart Friedman - D-67-18 

  



Decided and Entered: May 17, 2018 

 

Disbarment After Interim Suspension (22 NYCRR) §1240.9(b) 

 

Disbarment: 

 

Matter of Richard T. DiStefano - D-65-18 

 

Reinstatement (22 NYCRR) §1240.16(a) 

 

Denied: 

 

Matter of Michael Murano Castle - D-64-18 

  

Decided and Entered: May 10, 2018 

 

Foreign Discipline (22 NYCRR) §1240.13 

 

Granted: 

 

Matter of Humberta Maria Goncalves AKA Humberta M. Goncalves-Babbitt -  D-63-18 

 

Resignation for Nondisciplinary Reasons (22 NYCRR) §1240.22(a) 

 

Granted: 

 

Matter of Steven Douglas McCormick - D-62-18 

Matter of Timothy J. Holland - D-61-18 

Matter of Luanh Lloyd D'Mello -  D-60-18 

Matter of Brian William Bombassaro - D-59-18 

Matter of Sham Jayant Bhat - D-58-18 

 

Decided and Entered: May 3, 2018 

 

Resignation for Nondisciplinary Reasons (22 NYCRR) §1240.22(a) 

 

Denied: 

 

Matter of Richard Castellane - D-57-18 

 

Decided and Entered: April 26, 2018 

 

Foreign Discipline (22 NYCRR) §1240.13 

 

Disbarment: 

 

Matter of Alexander David Walter - D-52-18 

  



Resignation for Nondisciplinary Reasons (22 NYCRR) §1240.22(a) 

 

Denied: 

 

Matter of Gary Lee Printy, Jr. - D-54-18 

Matter of Caroline Cynn - D- 53-18 

 

Granted: 

 

Matter of Alice Wang - D-56-18 

Matter of Pryor Andrew Garnett - D-55-18 

Matter of Samuel Mills Lyddan - D-51-18 

 

Decided and Entered: April 19, 2018 

 

Resignation for Nondisciplinary Reasons (22 NYCRR) §1240.22(a) 

 

Denied: 

 

Matter of Jason Hadid - D-50-18 

 

Decided and Entered: April 12, 2018 

 

Foreign Discipline (22 NYCRR) §1240.13 

 

Suspension: 

 

Matter of Mizell Campbell - D-49-18 

 

Resignation for Nondisciplinary Reasons (22 NYCRR) §1240.22(a) 

 

Denied: 

 

Matter of Karen Gay Castaneda - D-47-18 

 

Granted: 

 

Matter of Randolph Louis Goldman - D-48-18 

Matter of Edwin Samuel Deberdt - D-46-18 

Matter of Divya Seth - D-45-18 

Matter of James P. Winston - D-44-18 

Matter of John B. Nolan - D-43-18 

 

Decided and Entered:  March 29, 2018 

 

Resignation for Nondisciplinary Reasons (22 NYCRR) §1240.22(a) 

 

Granted: 

 

Matter of Harvey Weissbard - D-42-18 

Matter of John Thornton Sartore - D-41-18 

Matter of Anna Rachel Maitland - D-40-18 



Matter of Jamie Elizabeth Dickson - D-39-18 

 

Decided and Entered: March 22, 2018 

 

Interim Suspension (22 NYCRR) §1240.9(a) 

 

Suspension: 

 

Matter of Joseph James Battaglia - D-38-18 

 

Reinstatement (22 NYCRR) §1240.16(a) 

 

Granted: 

 

Matter of Kelly Ann Higashi - D-30-18 

 

Resignation for Nondisciplinary Reasons (22 NYCRR) §1240.22(a) 

 

Granted: 

 

Matter of Evan Nathaniel Turgeon - D-37-18 

Matter of Jeongsoo Soh - D-36-18 

Matter of Frank George Seitz, III - D-35-18 

Matter of Melissa Ann Roover - D-34-18 

Matter of Igor Viktorovich Novikov - D-33-18 

Matter of Leigh Urfer Ozdemir - D-32-18 

Matter of Saskia Dagmar Kindermann-Roehm - D-31-18 

Matter of Sarah Kathryn Dugan - D-29-18 

 

Decided and Entered:  March 15, 2018 

 

Foreign Discipline (22 NYCRR) §1240.13 

 

Censure: 

 

Matter of Stanley Chang Woon Foo - D-27-18 

 

Reinstatement (22 NYCRR) §1240.16(a) 

 

Denied: 

 

Matter of Jessica Esser - D-28-18 

 

Resignation for Nondisciplinary Reasons (22 NYCRR) §1240.22(a) 

 

Granted: 

 

Matter of Peter Anthony Gaudioso - D-26-18 

  



Decided and Entered:  March 1, 2018 

 

Resignation for Nondisciplinary Reasons (22 NYCRR) §1240.22(a) 

 

Denied: 

 

Matter of Jabeen Zehra Reza - D-25-18 

Matter of Christopher Eberhart Kemmitt - D-24-18 

Matter of Jennifer Anne Cottell - D-23-18 

Matter of Jason Clayborn Astle - D-22-18 

 

Decided and Entered:  February 8, 2018 

 

Disbarment After Interim Suspension (22 NYCRR) §1240.9(b) 

 

Disbarment: 

 

Matter of Christopher Craig Humphrey - D-21-18 

 

Resignation for Nondisciplinary Reasons (22 NYCRR) §1240.22(a) 

 

Granted: 

 

Matter of Jennifer Mary Zachariah - D-20-18 

Matter of Andrew John Waghorn - D-19-18 

Matter of Jason Lawrence Stern - D-18-18 

Matter of Brian Scott Shevlin - D-17-18 

Matter of Ryan John Long - D-16-18 

Matter of Robert Bergman Levy - D-15-18 

Matter of Rhonda Marlene Levey - D-14-18 

Matter of Daniel Stewart Korobkin - D-13-18 

Matter of Jennie Leah Kneedler - D-12-18 

Matter of Robert John Cameron - D-11-18 

Matter of Jan Willem Biemans - D-10-18 

Matter of Ryan Tharen Almstead - D-9-18 

 

Decided and Entered:  February 1, 2018 

 

Foreign Discipline (22 NYCRR) §1240.13 

 

Disbarment: 

 

Matter of Peter Lee Craft - D-7-18 

 

Suspension: 

 

Matter of Melvin M. Marin - D-8-18 

  



Decided and Entered:  January 25, 2018 

 

Resignation for Nondisciplinary Reasons (22 NYCRR) §1240.22(a) 

 

Granted: 

 

Matter of Robert Gaynor Cain - D-5-18 

 

 

Denied: 

 

Matter of Kyle Douglas Hawkins - D-6-18 

Matter of Edward Van Cunningham - D-4-18 

Matter of Daniel David Cotta - D-3-18 

 

Decided and Entered:  January 18, 2018 

 

Disciplinary Proceeding (22 NYCRR) §1240.8 

 

Disbarment: 

 

Matter of Gaspar M. Castillo - D-1-18 

 

Censured: 

 

Matter of Matthew Joseph Mann - D-2-18 

 



MEMBERS OF THE THIRD DEPARTMENT – ATTORNEY GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE 

 

2018-2019 

 

    THIRD DISTRICT        FOURTH DISTRICT       SIXTH DISTRICT 

 

Joyce Q. Chupka    Karla Williams Buettner, Esq. Mark S. Gorgos, Esq. 

Yorden C. Huban, Esq.   Lisa A. Burgess, Esq.  James M. Hartmann, Esq.  

Paul T. Kellar, Esq.    Cristine Cioffi, Esq.   Diana L. Hughes, Esq. 

David W. Meyers, Esq.   Heidi Dennis, Esq.   Sheila C. Lindsey 

William F. Ryan, Jr., Esq.   Dianne N. Freestone, Esq.  R. James Miller, Esq. 

Dennis B. Schlenker, Esq.                           Maryanne Malecki   Russell E. Ruthig, Esq. 

Thomas D. Spain, Esq.                        Carrie McLoughlin Noll, Esq. James T. Stokes, Esq. 

 

 

 

The Committee meets 11 times 

per calendar year 
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