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VOLUNTEER FOR  
FREE LEGAL ANSWERS™

Free Legal Answers™ 

•  Online version of a pro bono walk-in clinic model where clients request brief advice 
and counsel about a specific civil legal issue from a volunteer lawyer.

•  Lawyers provide information and basic legal advice without any expectation of long-
term representation. 

•  Increase access to advice and information about non-criminal legal matters to those 
who cannot afford it. 

•  There is no fee for the use of the system or for the advice and information provided 
by the lawyer. 

Sign up to be a volunteer  
Learn more | www.NY.freelegalanswers.org
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Akerman LLP

Axinn, Veltrop & Harkrider LLP

Ballard Spahr, LLP

Barclay Damon LLP 

Bond, Schoeneck & King

Brown Rudnick LLP

  Crowell & Moring LLP

Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP

Dentons US LLP

Foley Hoag LLP

Kirkland Ellis LLP

Linklaters 

Nixon Peabody

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP 

Phillips Lytle LLP

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP 

Sullivan & Cromwell LLP

Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP

WilmerHale

* Law firms with three or more Empire State Counsel®

2025 Participating Firms
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Get Social: #NYSBACON 
NYSBA.ORG/AC2027

Save the Dates!Save the Dates!
ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2027
Tuesday, January 19 - Friday, January 22, 2027

New York Hilton Midtown

Enjoy four days of exceptional CLE programming,  

thought-provoking discussions, and valuable  

networking opportunities with colleagues.

This year’s conference also introduces exciting new experiences

NYSBA Tech Summit  

Explore the latest developments in legal technology

Wellness Expo  

Offering resources and activities that support attorney well-being

Civics Convocation  

Highlighting the vital role of civic education and engagement

LEARN MORE  

TODAY!

NYSBA.ORG/AC2027
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2025 Empire State Counsel® Outstanding  

Pro Bono Volunteers and Law Firm Honorees 
 

Outstanding Pro Bono Volunteers
Shaimaa M. Hussein, Esq.

Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP

&
Raghavan Nagarajan, Esq.

Serotte Law

Law Firm Honorees
Barclay Damon LLP

Nixon Peabody
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP

Phillips Lytle LLP
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP

WilmerHale

Special thank you to the committee co-chairs for selecting this  

year’s award winners. 

Committee on Legal Aid

Gretchen Gonzalez, Esq., CEO/Executive Director Erie County Bar Association Volunteer Lawyers Project, Inc.

Abja Midha, Esq., Executive Director at Volunteers of Legal Service

President’s Committee on Access to Justice

Taa Grays, Esq., New York State Bar Association President

Rezwanul Islam, Esq., Deputy Executive Director, Nassau Suffolk Law Services
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Shaimaa M. Hussein, Esq.

Shaimaa M. Hussein is a partner in Willkie’s Litigation and Arbitration Departments and serves as Co-
Chair of the firm’s M&A Litigation Practice Group. Her practice focuses primarily on the representation 
of multinational corporations and financial institutions in complex commercial litigation and interna-
tional arbitration.  

Throughout her career, Shaimaa has been committed to pro bono advocacy. She has represented asylum 
seekers from around the world in affirmative asylum applications and removal proceedings in Immigra-
tion Court, including successful asylum grants for clients from El Salvador, Honduras, Uganda, Mauritania, 
The Gambia, Russia, China, Indonesia, and Uzbekistan—among many others.  Although 2025 has been an 
exceedingly difficult year for immigrants to secure any type of relief, Shaimaa has produced outstanding 
results for many of her clients and their families against all odds.

Shaimaa is also a proud New Yorker and has worked for years to improve housing access for others living 
in the city.  Most recently, she obtained a landmark victory for hundreds of thousands of tenants living 
in buildings owned and managed by the New York City Housing Authority (NYCHA).  Following a class 
action lawsuit filed by Shaimaa in partnership with the Legal Aid Society, NYCHA agreed to provide $5 
million in rent credits to tenants who suffered heat and hot water outages during the winter of 2017-2018. 
Shaimaa’s pro bono work also includes the representation of women in contested divorce proceedings 
through Her Justice.  She is the “go-to” partner for impactful pro bono matters and has been a key mem-
ber of the firm’s Pro Bono Committee for many years, helping shape the mission and long term goals of 
the firm’s dynamic pro bono practice. 

Shaimaa has been recognized for her contributions to the legal practice, including being named a 2022 
Notable Diverse Leader in Law by Crain’s New York, and her inclusion on the 40 and Under List in the 
2023, 2024, and 2025 editions of Benchmark Litigation. She was also named one of the 2026 Lawdrag-
on 500 Leading Litigators in America. Shaimaa has also received numerous awards for her pro bono 
work. In 2023, Legal Services NYC and the Legal Aid Society honored Shaimaa for her outstanding pro 
bono service and commitment to justice. Previously, she was honored as a recipient of both the Federal 
Bar Council’s Thurgood Marshall Award and the New York State Bar Association’s President’s Pro Bono  
Service Award.

Outstanding Pro Bono Volunteers

Raghavan Nagarajan, Esq.

Raghavan is a Partner at Serotte Law Firm.  He graduated from Boston University School of Law in 2008 
and has been practicing immigration law since 2015.  His practice focuses mainly on business immigration, 
especially with startups, small businesses, and businesses looking to expand into the U.S.  He also handles 
employment-based and family-based Green Card and Citizenship filings of all kinds.
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Barclay Damon LLP
Barclay Damon has a proud history of giving back to the communities we serve, with an emphasis on using our skills, time, and ingenuity to narrow the gap 
between those in need who seek legal assistance and access to justice. Our commitment to pro-bono work runs deep and is a critical part of the firm’s 
core culture. 

Since 2017, every one of the law firm’s full-time attorneys, working with firm paralegals, has provided pro bono legal services to low-income individuals in 
the communities we serve. 

In the last completed year, the firm dedicated more than 2,700 hours of time valued at over $1 million to pro bono efforts, with attorneys and paralegals 
actively participating in firm-sponsored family court clinics, litigating civil rights violations, drafting wills for veterans, assisting with clemency applications, 
and providing online legal aid through initiatives such as the American Bar Association’s Free Legal Answers program. The firm’s investment in communities 
across its office platform supported legal matters involving many of today’s critical issues, including immigration, housing, women’s rights, prisoners’ rights, 
community building, and economic development, among others.

As a firm that has been in existence since 1855, a strong commitment to pro bono service has been a priority for Barclay Damon at every stage of the firm’s 
development. Now a leading regional law firm of over three hundred attorneys with offices across the Northeastern United States, in Washington DC, and 
in Toronto, the firm has more reason than ever to give generously of our time, talent, and passion for pro bono service.

We are honored that our work is frequently recognized by our peers at organizations across the state, and we extend our great thanks to the New York 
State Bar Association for today’s honors—both for our attorneys and for the many other attorneys at firms throughout the state who dedicate themselves 
to helping those in need among us find justice. 

Learn more about our award-winning pro bono program at www.barclaydamon.com/pro-bono.

Law Firm Honorees

Nixon Peabody
Nixon Peabody attorneys marshal our talents, tools, and resources to be agents of change—pursuing justice and giving voice to underserved individuals in our 
communities. Our attorneys and legal professionals tirelessly direct their time, energy, and experience to make a positive impact for people in need, logging in more 
than 23,000 pro bono hours in our most recent fiscal year.

Our pro bono service focuses on three core areas: Equity for people whose rights are under attack; access for our neighbors and friends from marginalized com-
munities; and opportunity in the places where we live and work. Throughout the year, we’ve secured Combat-Related Special Compensation for veterans nation-
wide; obtained citizenship and immigration relief for individuals and families (including many who fled Afghanistan following the 2021 US withdrawal); supported 
greater affordable housing projects nationwide; and protected civil rights and freedoms of people in need. 

In addition, Nixon Peabody recently held our third annual Week of Service—dozens of collaborative community service activities and pro bono projects in com-
munities across the country, with a particular focus this year on supporting and empowering young people. The campaign addressed pressing issues, including 
homelessness, food insecurity, and environmental decline. As a global law firm with deep roots in our communities, we are proud to work alongside our nonprofit 
partners to empower the places we live and work.
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Phillips Lytle LLP
Pro bono work has been an important commitment for Phillips Lytle throughout its 190-year history. Across all our nine offices (six of which are in New York State), 
our 170+ attorneys are dedicated to providing legal services to the poor, the disadvantaged and those in need. The legal services the firm provides also benefit 
organizations and institutions that assist the indigent and contribute to the quality of life in our communities. This work includes civil and criminal matters, and 
non-litigation legal assistance, ranging from matters that broadly impact communities, to representation of those in need in high-volume court settings, to complex 
individual case representations. As the firm plans for the future, pro bono services remain one of its core values. 

 

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP  
Throughout its history, Paul, Weiss has maintained an unwavering commitment to providing pro bono legal assistance to the most vulnerable members of our so-
ciety and in support of the public interest. This commitment is a part of the firm’s identity, and is embraced by every member of the Paul, Weiss community, from 
the most senior leaders across all departments to the summer associates who join us each year.

From helping Thurgood Marshall reverse the doctrine of “separate but equal” in Brown v. Board of Education to representing Edith Windsor in challenging the 
Defense of Marriage Act in United States v. Windsor, our attorneys have achieved landmark victories in civil rights cases that have changed society for the better. 
Paul, Weiss lawyers participate in all levels of pro bono work, working directly with individual clients, nonprofits and small businesses in a wide range of substantive 
areas, as well as handling appeals and impact litigation and drafting key amicus briefs before the U.S. Supreme Court.

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP             
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP strongly encourages its lawyers, summer associates, and business services professionals to work on pro bono matters 
for individuals and groups that are unable to afford legal services. The firm is a charter signatory to the Law Firm Pro Bono Challenge, whereby Skadden pledges 
that attorneys and summer associates from its domestic offices will dedicate time equivalent to at least 3% of their annual billable hours to pro bono matters.

In 2023, attorneys from Skadden’s domestic offices dedicated 7.7% of time billed to pro bono. Firmwide, Skadden personnel recorded more than 165,000 hours of 
pro bono work from December 1, 2023, through November 15, 2024.

Deeply ingrained in the firm’s culture, pro bono work provides vital help to a wide variety of individuals and organizations in need of legal assistance. Skadden attor-
neys regularly assist those seeking asylum in the U.S. and elsewhere in their attempts to escape persecution due to religious or political beliefs or sexual orientation. 
The firm’s attorneys handle many cases for death row inmates; take on numerous matters involving wrongful imprisonment and prosecution, housing disputes, 
veterans matters, family law and micro-entrepreneurs. Attorneys frequently provide legal assistance to legal services organizations and other nonprofits on a wide 

variety of issues including corporate governance, intellectual property, real estate, employment, and potential and actual mergers.
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Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP           
A steadfast commitment to pro bono legal service has been WilmerHale’s hallmark since the early 20th century. At forerunner firm Hale and Dorr, managing part-

ner Reginald Heber Smith became regarded as the “Father of Legal Aid” after authoring a groundbreaking book in 1919 – entitled Justice and the Poor – galvanizing 

the organized bar nationally to close the gap in access to justice by dedicating financial and pro bono support to civil legal aid organizations.

In 1992, our partner John Pickering, of forerunner firm Wilmer Cutler and Pickering, led the effort to establish the Pro Bono Institute’s Law Firm Pro Bono Challenge 

and ensured that WilmerHale became its first charter signatory. 

Over the decades, WilmerHale has achieved groundbreaking pro bono victories, from the landmark Simmons v. Roper decision, in which the US Supreme Court 

held that the Eighth Amendment forbids the death penalty for persons under the age of 18, to the historic Boumediene v. Bush decision, in which the US Supreme 

Court ruled that Guantanamo Bay detainees have a constitutional right to challenge their detention in US civilian courts. 

Today, as measured by The American Lawyer’s 2024 Pro Bono Scorecard, WilmerHale’s pro bono program ranks third among the 120 reporting firms. In 2023, 

WilmerHale performed an average of 124 pro bono hours per US lawyer, and 98.6% of the firm’s US lawyers participated in pro bono work above a 20-hour thresh-

old.

WilmerHale continues to provide pro bono representation at the forefront of the most pressing social justice and civil rights issues of our time. Over the past year, 

the firm achieved a $2.6 million settlement to compensate Black police officers wrongfully terminated from the Boston police force based on a racially discrimina-

tory drug test; secured a voting rights victory in federal district court requiring the state of Georgia to redraw legislative district maps that unlawfully diluted the 

voting strength of Black Georgians; won at trial in a class action requiring the Massachusetts Department of Corrections to provide accessible emergency notifica-

tion systems for 600 deaf and hard-of-hearing individuals in custody; and litigated challenges to laws restricting access to abortion in Indiana, Montana, and Ohio. 

Beyond the firm’s pro bono impact litigation, WilmerHale lawyers are representing more than one hundred veterans in seeking disability compensation and 

discharge upgrades, more than one hundred immigrants in seeking humanitarian forms of immigration relief, and more than fifty individuals seeking clemency, 

pardons, compassionate release, and expungement of criminal records. WilmerHale pro bono lawyers also advise hundreds of nonprofit organizations and small 

businesses each year on a variety of legal matters including tax, transactional, intellectual property, real estate, and employment law. 

The firm also maintains an active pro bono practice in appellate matters, with numerous WilmerHale lawyers serving on pro bono panels at the circuit courts of 

appeal. The firm files dozens of pro bono amicus briefs each year at courts of all levels, including the US Supreme Court, on issues such tenants’ rights, Native 

American tribal rights, criminal law reform, immigrant justice, and gun safety. 

For more information on our pro bono practice, please see https://www.wilmerhale.com/en/about/public-service-and-pro-bono.
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There are millions of  

reasons to do Pro Bono.

Do The Public Good 

The New York State Bar Association (NYSBA) has a long and proud tradition 

of advocating for equal access to justice for all New Yorkers in civil matters 

through a combination of government-funded legal services programs 

and voluntary pro bono service by private practitioners. The Department 

of Public Interest provides educational training programs for attorneys em-

ployed by legal services organizations and oversees a number of attorney 

recognition programs that promote, recognize, and honor pro bono service 

by individual attorneys and law �rms through award programs.

Call the New York State Bar Association today at

518-487-5641 or go to

www.nysba.org/probono

to learn about pro bono opportunities.

SHOW YOUR NYSBA PRIDE 

WHILE CELEBRATING OUR 

150TH ANNIVERSARY

CHOOSE FROM  

VARIOUS PRODUCTS,  

COLORS, AND SIZES.  

NOTE: OPTIONS INCLUDE 

USING THE 150TH LOGO OR THE 

REGULAR NYSBA LOGO

PURCHASE 

TODAY! 

NYSBA.ORG/MERCH
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Kevin D. Finkelstein, Esq. 

Kevin D. Finkelstein, Esq. is a criminal defense attorney and founder of Finkelstein Criminal 

Defense PLLC, a tech-forward practice designed to serve clients across Westchester, 

Rockland, and the Bronx. Kevin began his legal career at A&O Shearman, Kirkland & Ellis, 

and Paul Hastings, where he worked on complex matters and honed his skills in high-

pressure environments.

Before entering the legal profession, Kevin served in the United States Navy, an experience 

that shaped his commitment to service, discipline, and defending those who cannot 

defend themselves.

Kevin is currently completing an LLM at Cornell Tech, where his work focuses on the 

intersection of law, technology, and justice. He brings this perspective to his criminal 

defense practice, integrating innovative legal tools to protect clients’ rights.

As a volunteer with Free Legal Answers, Kevin has dedicated many hours to assisting New 

Yorkers facing legal problems without access to counsel. He is honored to be recognized 

as the 2025 Free Legal Answers Volunteer Attorney awardee.

2025 Free Legal Answers™ Volunteer Attorney 

2025 Free Legal Answers™ Law Firm Award 

Paul Hastings        

With widely recognized elite teams in finance, mergers & acquisitions, private equity, restructuring and special situations, litigation, 

employment, and real estate, Paul Hastings is a premier law firm providing intellectual capital and superior execution globally to the world’s 

leading investment banks, asset managers, and corporations.

Since its launch, hundreds of civil legal questions submitted by low-income New Yorkers ranging from family law and wills and estates to 

consumer debt and property issues have been answered by Free Legal Answers™ volunteer attorneys. From this year forward, NYSBA will 

honor on annual basis the attorney who has had the largest impact on Free Legal Answers™ clients in the previous year and the law firm 

which has had the most associates and partners participating in Free Legal Answers™.
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Akerman LLP
Giselle Burke, Esq.
Michael Carr, Esq.
Steven M. Cordero, Esq.
Laura M. Taveras, Esq.
Samantha L. Woods, Esq.
Andrew C. Karter, Esq.
John B. Wood, Esq.
Erin R. Hines, Esq.

Axinn,  Veltrop & Harkrider, LLP
Scott A. Eisman, Esq.
Nicholas E.O.Gaglio, Esq.
John A. Bogert, Esq.
Cassie N. Goodnight, Esq.
Victoria J. Lu, Esq.
Tomasz W. Mielniczuk, Esq.
Blake E. Pescatore, Esq.
Kyle R. Sherwood, Esq.
Samuel P. Taylor, Esq.
Heather C. Zuckert, Esq.

Ballard Spahr, LLP
Lynn B. Oberlander, Esq.
Thomas B. Sullivan, Esq.

Barclay Damon, LLP
David J. Solimeno, Esq.
Daniel R. Coleman, Esq.
Madeline D. Stoklosa, Esq.
Shawn R. Chowdhury, Esq.
Joslin T. Valiyaveettil, Esq.

Bond, Schoeneck & King
Hannah K. Redmond, Esq.
George H. Lowe, Esq.
Colin P. Smith, Esq.
Selin Ince, Esq.
Michael R. Wolford, Esq.
Christopher Cruz Sierra, Esq.
Michaela J. Mancini, Esq.

Brown Rudnick LLP 
Marcus T. Strong, Esq. 
Matthew G. Fisher, Esq. 

EMPIRE STATE COUNSEL® 
2025 HONOREES

The Empire State Counsel® Program recognizes our members’ pro bono contributions. By donating their time and 

expertise our members help low-income and vulnerable persons, who otherwise could not afford an attorney, gain access 

to the civil justice system.  The program also recognizes the law firms that support and encourage pro bono. 

Congratulations to the 2024 Empire State Counsel® honorees and their law firms.

Wyatt Lydell Benson Jr., Esq.
Samuel Kahn, Esq. 
Vanessa Toro-Plaza, Esq. 
Thomas J. Regan, Esq. 

Crowell & Moring LLP 
Juan Arteaga, Esq.
Andrew W. Bagley, Esq.
Andrea Capone, Esq.
Harry P. Cohen, Esq.
Kelly T. Currie, Esq.
Allison Fleming, Esq.
Paul Freeman, Esq.
Sibilla Grenon, Esq.
Candice Gwak, Esq.
Rachel E. Hsu, Esq.
Daniel H. Leff, Esq.
Jared Levine, Esq.
Michael Margolis, Esq.
Aaron Marx, Esq.
Rosa Morales, Esq.
Christopher M. Murphy, Esq.
Alexander T. Rosen, Esq.
Joshua Sohn, Esq.
Mark M. Supko, Esq.
Luke T. Taeschler, Esq.
Emily Werkmann, Esq.
Daniel L. Zelenko, Esq.
Jacob Zucker, Esq.

Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP 
Sarah Z. Abuwandi, Esq.
Alexis M. Allen, Esq.
Jonathon Gex Artigues, Esq.
David O.A. Bamidele, Esq.
Sarah M. Bazir, Esq.
Jillian A. Berman, Esq.
Erin J. Bussey, Esq.
Tyler Conroy, Esq.
Jenelle L. Davis, Esq.
Rachel C. Davis, Esq.
Margaret F. Dupree, Esq.
Summer Elbardissy, Esq.
Thomas E. Floyd, Esq.
Ryan Grawe, Esq.

Adam M. Greene, Esq.
Emily A. Gruber, Esq.
Raghav Gupta, Esq.
Holly He, Esq.
Tucker Higgins, Esq.
Jack W. Hobbie, Esq.
Hye seon Jung, Esq.
Itay Kazaz, Esq.
Daniel F. Kolb, Esq.
Isaiah B. Kramer, Esq.
Cristina L. Lang, Esq.
Grace Ann C. Lazaro, Esq.
Kachun Leung, Esq.
Caroline Martin, Esq.
Francesca D. Merrick, Esq.
Yasmeen E. Metellus, Esq.
Sam G. Nyitray, Esq.
Katie Kelleher Otero, Esq.
Jessica M. Paduganan, Esq.
Adam Petno, Esq.
Naomi R. Philhower, Esq.
Rachel E. Prater, Esq.
Isa C. Qasim, Esq.
Destiny Iisha Reyes, Esq.
Arielle E. Rosen, Esq.
Rebecca M. Sattaur, Esq.
Nicole A. Shapero, Esq.
Mary Kate Sherwood, Esq.
Eric A. Spiniello, Esq.
Imani D. Stokley, Esq.
Samantha G. Stroman, Esq.
Caitlan  M. Sussman, Esq.
Mario J. Verdolini, Esq.
Tristyn T. Walton, Esq.
Carly West, Esq.
Jaclyn M. Willner, Esq.
Alison L. Wulfe, Esq.
Audrey Young, Esq.

Dentons US LLP
Martin S. Baker, Esq.
Janice H. Ziegler, Esq.
Stephen A. Marshall, Esq.
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Jacob D. Humerick, Esq.
Dhrumit D. Joshi, Esq.
Matthew D. Kaminer, Esq.
Tobin Kassa, Esq.
Amber Kennedy, Esq.
Kunal Khemani, Esq.
Mahathi Kumar, Esq.
Rakhi G. Kundra, Esq.
Janet G. Lee, Esq.
Omar A. Lewis, Esq.
Leslie Liberman, Esq.
Julia V. Logue, Esq.
Alan Luo, Esq.
Kristen M. Marino, Esq.
Rana Matared, Esq.
Kirk McLeod, Esq.
Harut Minasian, Esq.
Claire R. Miolene, Esq.
Evan Morin, Esq.
Louis A. Murray, Esq.
Maeve C. O’Brien, Esq.
Destiny Ogedegbe, Esq.
Samar Omidi, Esq.
Erica M. Paul, Esq.
Lauren N. Perez, Esq.
Natalie Pita, Esq.
Natalie J. Punzak, Esq.
Natalie A. Reynolds, Esq.
Angela M. Seeger, Esq.
Michael Shepard, Esq.
Jacob M. Silverman
Grace M. Slapak, Esq.
Ekaterina Stynes, Esq.
Nicholas E. Tramposch, Esq.
Kayla E. Walczyk, Esq.
Angeni Wang, Esq.
David Wechsler, Esq.
Linda Wen, Esq.

Phillips Lytle, LLP 
Samuel Borbor-Sawyer, Esq. 
Alan Bozer, Esq.
Anthony Carello, Esq.
David Cook, Esq.
Timothy Cronin, Esq.  
Jordan Eaton, Esq.
Lindsey Haubenreich, Esq.
Adam Herron, Esq.
Emma Murphy, Esq.
Eoin Omuimhneachain, Esq.
Natalie Turney, Esq.
Ling Yao, Esq.
Paula Plaza, Esq.
James O’Connor, Esq.

Skadden Arps
Adedolapo Adebayo, Esq.
Nicholas A. Anselmi, Esq.
Yasmine Ardehali, Esq.
Brooklyn Baier, Esq.
Jennifer Braverman, Esq.

Ashley Latham, Esq.
David Mba, Esq.
Xiaochen Meng, Esq.
Nteboheng Mokuena, Esq.
Zita Petrahai, Esq.
Katherine Rumer, Esq.
Matthew Russo, Esq.

Nixon Peabody, LLP
Bruce Baker, Esq.
Samantha Beresford, Esq.
Laurie S. Bloom, Esq.
Robert Burgdorf, Esq.
Sarah Clancy, Esq.
Allan Cohen, Esq.
Patrick Cox, Esq.
John D’Amanda, Esq.
Paul Downs, Esq.
Stephen Fantuzzo, Esq.
Eric Ferrante, Esq.
Kasey Hildonen, Esq.
Daniel J. Hurteau, Esq.
Alicia Johnson-Ishman, Esq.
Jennifer Jovcevski, Esq.
Michael Lingle, Esq.
Christopher Mason, Esq.
Mambwe Mutanuka, Esq.
Joseph J. Ortego, Esq.
Anita Pelletier, Esq.
Whitney Phelps, Esq.
Chanel Powell, Esq.
Edward Puerta, Esq.
Allen Rose, Esq.
Kevin Saunders, Esq.
Laura Smith, Esq.
Thaddeus Stauber, Esq.
Abigail Sterling Olsen, Esq.
Molly Unterseher, Esq. 

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & 
Garrison LLP 
Lauren Aboodi, Esq.
Adam Asher, Esq.
Christopher A. Bilicic, Esq.
Walter Bonne, Esq.
Rachel M. Cassandro, Esq.
David O. Ceasar, Esq.
Ronan J. Clague, Esq.
Jacob J. Cohen, Esq.
Noah Cohen, Esq.
Jennifer Darmody, Esq.
Cara C. Day, Esq.
Gili Farhadian-Sagiv, Esq.
Nargis Fazli, Esq.
Andrew Fishman, Esq.
Ylisha L. Ford, Esq.
Edward S. Friedman, Esq.
Elizabeth V. Gonzalez, Esq.
Adam C. Hall, Esq.
Jordann E. Harrison, Esq.
Jenifer Hartley, Esq.

Ned H. Bassen, Esq.
Sandra D. Hauser, Esq.
Gary A. Goodman, Esq.

Foley Hoag LLP
Yasmin Al Ameen, Esq.
Langie Cadesca, Esq.
Caroline Farrell, Esq.
James M. Gross, Esq.
Christina Hioureas, Esq.
Kathy Jung, Esq.
Amy Klann, Esq.
Sarah M. Main, Esq.
Ishita Petkar, Esq.
Natasha Reed, Esq.
Brenna M. Rosen, Esq.

Kirkland & Ellis, LLP 
Max J. Abramson, Esq.
Audrey Aspegren, Esq.
Basit K.  Bangash, Esq.
Lex Brugger, Esq.
Kyle Casey, Esq.
Dale M. Cendali, Esq.
Emily T. Chen, Esq.
Sydney H. Collins, Esq.
Lauren Di Lella, Esq.
Stephanie Durr, Esq.
Rebecca Finley, Esq.
James M. Finnegan, Esq.
Frank Gallina, Esq.
Bradley Goodstein, Esq.
Charles Ma, Esq.
Sonya Mattis, Esq.
Alyssa M McClure, Esq.
Kristina Meccia, Esq.
Austin Pennington, Esq.
Ashley R. Phillips, Esq.
Victoria J. Ryan, Esq.
Aliza Seidenfeld, Esq.
Mike Shelton, Esq.
Isabel Sistachs, Esq.
Irfan Tahiri, Esq.
Daniella Wenger, Esq.
Patrick Wieser, Esq.
Gretchen Yelmini, Esq.

Linklaters LLP
Max Blinder-Acenal, Esq.
Matthew Bopp, Esq.
Tyrone  Cadogan, Esq.
Sung H. Choi, Esq.
Muhammad U. Faridi, Esq.
Michal  Folczyk, Esq.
Amanda Gabai, Esq.
Matthew Gallot-Baker, Esq.
Noah Geoghegan, Esq.
Elizabeth Herman, Esq.
EunByul Im, Esq.
Young J. Kim, Esq.
Andreina Lamas, Esq.
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Ashley V. Pennington, Esq.
Ilana C. Perkins, Esq.
Zachary C. Pierce, Esq.
Andrea L.R. Pillai, Esq.
Jonathan Pock, Esq.
Daniel J. Richardson, Esq.
Ethan R. Savitch, Esq.
William M. Scheffer, Esq.
Robert P. Schutt, Esq.
Matthew A. Schwartz, Esq.
Pragati  Sharma, Esq.
Jonte R. Simpson, Esq.
Anny Son, Esq.
Charles B. Sonenclar, Esq.
Maude S. Wilson, Esq.
Kelsey J. Wong, Esq.
Rachael C. Abrams, Esq.
Jackson M. Mariotti, Esq.

Willkie Farr & Gallagher, LLP
Yeabsira Asrat, Esq.
Allison Berkowitch, Esq.
Lexi Boynes, Esq.
Kevin Burns, Esq.
Brian Camilleri, Esq.
Zachary Charlton, Esq.
Deanna Drenga, Esq.
Sanjay Dureseti, Esq.
Briana Echols, Esq.
Catherine Fata, Esq.
Jessica Flynn, Esq. 
Leah R. Gold, Esq.
Jennifer Hardy, Esq.
Cara Hunt, Esq.
Timothy G. Ingram, Esq.
Sophia Khorshad, Esq.
Yujin Kim, Esq.
Lindsay Kirschner, Esq.
Veenay Komaragiri, Esq.
Stacey Kushlefsky, Esq.
Joanna Lamberta, Esq.
Sean Lavin, Esq.
Colin Lee, Esq.
Elizabeth Lewis, Esq.
Ocean Lu, Esq.
Chloe Lucatuorto, Esq.
Richard Mancino, Esq.
Daniel Morris, Esq.
Matthew Nussbaum, Esq.
Amanda Payne, Esq.
Rachel Pester, Esq.
Samantha Prince, Esq.
Bart Schwartz, Esq.
Vishal Sharo, Esq.
Kenneth Sommer, Esq.
Christopher St. Jeanos, Esq.
Valentine Wolf, Esq.

WilmerHale
Kevin Agostinelli, Esq.
Julia F. Bell, Esq.

Sullivan & Cromwell, LLP
Thadeus S.S. Abramowich, Esq.
Maya A. Artis, Esq.
Taylor J. Barker, Esq.
Jason P. Barnes, Esq.
Samantha H. Baruch, Esq.
Jack F. Baum, Esq.
Jared A. Bedell, Esq.
Garrard R. Beeney, Esq.
Jared S. Berson, Esq.
Sarika Bhattacharjee, Esq.
Johanna Ruth Bierlein, Esq.
Bradley R. Bourque, Esq.
Barbara V. Brown, Esq.
James J. Browne, Esq.
Ebba S.L. Brunnstrom, Esq.
Emma M. Burke, Esq.
Jonathan S. Carter, Esq.
Nathaniel H. Chock, Esq.
Anne F. Clark, Esq.
Jordan M. Cohen, Esq.
Julia E. Crain, Esq.
Frederick E. Davis, Esq.
Robert G. DeLaMater, Esq.
Callen T. DiGiovanni, Esq.
Shelby D. Fischer, Esq.
Julia A. Fleurantin, Esq.
Preston D. Fregia, Esq.
Nicole W. Friedlander, Esq.
Jason W. Gallant, Esq.
Robert J. Giuffra, Esq.
Nathan H. Golden, Esq.
Zackary G. Goldford, Esq.
David B. Goldstein, Esq.
Philip L. Graham, Esq.
Jared D. Ham, Esq.
Andrew E. Hamilton, Esq.
Amanda G. Harrison, Esq.
Tracy Richelle High, Esq.
Shamus J. Hogan, Esq.
Ted I. Janssen, Esq.
Cameron B. Jenkins, Esq.
Kathryn C. Kenny, Esq.
Jennifer Kim, Esq.
Kelvin Kim, Esq.
Jessica M. Klein, Esq.
Albert W. Kwan, Esq.
Paul H. Lazarow, Esq.
Zachary R. Lemonides, Esq.
Aaron M. Levine, Esq.
Stuart M. Levitin, Esq.
Emma L. Mackey, Esq.
Matthew J. Marchello, Esq.
Maxime D. Matthew, Esq.
William E. McCarter, Esq.
Nicholas F. Menillo, Esq.
Lydia J. Murray, Esq.
Beth D. Newton, Esq.
Daniel P. O’Hara, Esq.
Anshul V. Palavajjhala, Esq.
Davis R. Parker, Esq.

Amy L. Campbell, Esq.
Katia Cardoza, Esq.
Patrick E. Cha, Esq
Greta F. Chevance, Esq.
Joseph L. Choe, Esq.
Jenny Choi, Esq.
Sydney Cogswell, Esq.
Julie E. Cohen, Esq.
Christopher Corcoran, Esq.
Christopher J. Coulson, Esq.
Maria Cruz Melendez, Esq.
Jemma M. Curtin, Esq.
Nikita Datta, Esq.
Joshua M. Davis, Esq.
Sabrina M. Elliott, Esq.
Lara A. Flath, Esq.
Madison Flowers, Esq.
Judith A. Flumenbaum, Esq.
Nikita Ganesh, Esq.
Joseph Gomez, Esq.
Nicholas D. Gonzalez, Esq.
Oliver F. Green, Esq.
Christopher J. Gunther, Esq.
Andrea Hendrych, Esq.
Jared B. Hopper, Esq.
Andreas R. Jackson, Esq.
Emily E. Jensen,Esq.
Spurthi Jonnalagadda, Esq.
Joan Josiah, Esq.
Mary Kavaloski, Esq.
Ashley P. Keating, Esq.
Jasmine B King, Esq.
Jeremy C. Lamstein, Esq.
Richard Langan, Esq.
Ian Y. Luo, Esq.
Andres A. Marquez, Esq.
Christian Marshall, Esq.
Sage A. Mason, Esq.
Natalia A. McLaren, Esq.
Christine McLellan, Esq.
Shannon N. Morgan, Esq.
Melissa Mouritsen, Esq.
Jyothsna Mulpuri, Esq.
Ke Ning, Esq.
Eleni C. Pappas, Esq.
Alexandra M. Ramella, Esq.
Robert Reynolds, Esq.
Alexis Sandoval, Esq.
Nikolos G. Schillaci, Esq.
Peter J. Schwartz, Esq.
Arianna F. Scott, Esq.
Emily M. Segal, Esq.
Jack S. Shapiro, Esq.
Zachary N. Shulman, Esq.
Charles L. Talisse, Esq.
Xinyu Tang, Esq.
Sherry M. Tanious, Esq.
Joseph E. Thomas, Esq.
Emily A. Vaughan, Esq.
Allison Yang, Esq.
Hannah Zhang, Esq.
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Zach E. Blair, Esq.
Peter Cates, Esq.
Michael S. Crafts, Esq.
Rebecca Darin Goldberg, Esq.
Evan Engel, Esq.
Julia E. Fay, Esq.
Jonathan E. Gliboff, Esq.
Hannah Hoffman, Esq.
Christina L. Huchro, Esq.
Io Jones, Esq.
Sarah E. Maciel, Esq.
Álvaro Mateo Alonso, Esq.
Erin Marie Meyer, Esq.
Michaela Olson, Esq.
Sydnee Over, Esq.
Kevin S. Prussia, Esq.
Andy V. Reynolds, Esq.
Andres C. Salinas, Esq.
Walker S. Schneider, Esq.
Tom Schnoor, Esq.

Sonora M. Taffa, Esq.
Karen Velez, Esq.
Jammie A. Walker, Esq.
Meghan G. Wingert, Esq.
Melissa R. Zubizarreta, Esq.

*Note: In order to be listed in the firms 

section, a minimum of three firm 

attorney verification forms or a list  

of firm attorneys must have been  

submitted.

TWO SECTION MEMBERSHIPS NOW 
INCLUDED WITH NYSBA MEMBERSHIP

50+ Section  

Antitrust Law Section

Business Law Section

Cannabis Law Section

Commercial & Federal 

Litigation Section

Criminal Justice Section

Dispute Resolution Section

Elder Law & Special Needs 

Section

Entertainment, Arts & Sports 

Law Section

Environmental & Energy Law 

Section

Family Law Section

Food, Drug & Cosmetic Law 

Section

General Practice Section

Health Law Section

Intellectual Property Law 

Section

International Section

Judicial Section

Labor & Employment Law 

Section

LGBTQ+ Law Section

Local and State Government 

Law Section

Real Property Law Section

Tax Section

Torts, Insurance,  

& Compensation Law Section

Trial Lawyers Section

Trusts & Estates Law Section

Women in Law Section

Young Lawyers Section

Choose from 28 specialized Sections which focus on 

professional development, improvement of laws, and 

continuing legal education. Network with like-minded 

individuals and grow your leadership skills.
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The New York State Bar 
Association thanks the 

2025 Empire State Counsel® 
Honorees and the  

participating law firms for 
their outstanding and  

continuing contributions  
to pro bono.


